
CELEBRATING ST ANN’S DAY 
 

 

Recently, Emmanuel College Warrnambool celebrated St Ann’s Day 

with Mass in the Emmanuel Chapel lead by Fr Lawrie O’Toole and 

followed by lunch in the Heritage Room.  This is the second time the 

St Ann’s Day celebrations have returned to the College.  It was 

wonderful to see current students representing a range of year levels 

mixing with alumni, some of whom finished their education over 

seventy years ago.   

Over lunch one of the former students told how she was met in the 

car park by one of our current students, who assisted her with finding 

a car park and then guided her to the Chapel.  Another alumna told 

the story of a Year eight boy asking her if she had enjoyed her time at 

school here?  To which she replied, “I loved my time at this school!”  

How wonderful it is to hear these stories of today’s students learning 

from those who attended this school in the past and vice versa.   

Whilst Emmanuel College itself is a young school, its predecessors 

have a history spanning one hundred and forty three years. Principal 

Peter Morgan said “it is important that the College do not lose touch 

with our history and tradition.  It has been said that 

schools who value their history and honour their 

traditions, build a sense of belonging and connection for 

their current students.  The wellbeing of young people 

requires a strong sense of connection and belonging to 

forge confidence and resilience.  Hence when traditions 

such as St Ann’s Day are celebrated, the College’s 

connections are maintained with alumni, but new 

connections for current students are built that contribute 

to the formation of resilient young learners”.  He says 

“that sounds to me like a real win-win and something to 

celebrate”.  

At the beginning of Mass Mr Morgan welcomed close to one hundred people in the Chapel and reminded them of the 

traditional St Ann’s motto: “Omnia Vincent Labor”.  For the benefit of the current Emmanuel students it was explained the 

English translation of the original Latin motto meaning was “hard work conquers all”.  Mr Morgan explained how much he 

liked the traditional motto and how he believes it retains relevance today.  He went on to say that “It reminds us that 

working hard enables us to achieve our dreams and goals, and even though we may experience challenges and encounter 

hurdles on the way, persistent hard work is the only way to achieve our aspirations.” 

Peter Morgan, Principal. 

 

Top: Mass in the Chapel 
Bottom: Principal Peter Morgan, Mary Gleeson, JoanMcMahon, Jill Murnane 

Left: Zach Wake and Mary Gleeson   Middle: Delaney Foster and Elizabeth Farley  Right: Andrew Dowd and Bev Houlihan 


