
 

June 28-29 saw the gathering of the Ballarat Diocese 

clergy, Parish Leaders and Catholic Education Office 

staff at a combined In-Service led by world-renowned 

Jewish scripture scholar Professor Amy-Jill Levine. 

 

Each day had three sessions from Professor Levine.  

The three sessions on the first day were -  

 How Jews and Christians read Scripture 

differently, and why this matters to Catholic 

exegesis 

 Jesus in his Jewish context: piety, politics, 

practice, prayer 

 Jesus' Parables as Jewish Stories I 

  

On the second day, the sessions were - 

 Jesus' Parables as Jewish Stories II 

 Women in the Gospels 

 Misunderstanding Judaism means 

Misunderstanding Jesus 

 

Each session was followed by small group discussion and then a Q & A forum. 

 

Audrey Brown, Director of Catholic Education has said that Professor Levine contends that if we misunderstand 

Jesus' Jewish context, we will misunderstand Jesus. If we take Jesus out of his Jewish context, not only will we 

misunderstand him, we are likely to promote false, negative views of Judaism which can only lead to further tension 

and distrust between faiths and cultures.  The conversation that was opened up for participants around both the 

Jewish and Catholic scriptural traditions by Professor Levine helped each of us to move towards a better 

understanding of our own faith.   

 

Fr John Monaghan said the time together and scholarship of Professor Levine was greatly appreciated by all those 

who attended. 

 

Fr Michael Linehan in his homily on Sunday, 10 July 2016: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C at St Pius X 

Parish, Warrnambool West wrote the following: 

 

Some of you perhaps remember that towards the end of June I spent a couple of days in Ballarat for the annual 

program of in-service education for priests. The program was presented by a Jewish woman from America. Her name 

is Amy-Jill Levine and although I wasn’t looking forward to the event, to my great surprise it was one of the best in-

service programs I ever attended. 

  

INTERESTING IN-SERVICE 



Professor Levine (for that’s her title; she’s a professor at Vanderbilt University in Nashville Tennessee, and 

interestingly, Professor of New Testament, though she is Jewish)  demonstrated an extraordinary familiarity, not only 

with the Jewish Scriptures, the Old Testament, but equally with the New Testament, such as to put people like me 

(well, me anyway) to shame. 

  

In the course of her presentations, she devoted a little time to today’s Parable of the Good Samaritan, though she 

reminded us that as far as the Bible is concerned the story never had that title – never had any title – and was 

originally referred to as the story of The Man Who Fell Among Thieves. 

  

To the original audience, she said, the 

expression “Good Samaritan” would be a bit like 

referring to someone as “The Good Nazi” or 

“The Good ISIS member” and seeing the 

Samaritan or the Nazi or the ISIS member 

coming towards him, the bandits’ victim would 

probably think, “My enemy is going to kill me!” 

  

Professor Levine also referred to a story in the 

Second Book of Chronicles, an Old Testament 

book that we hear from only once in the three-

year Sunday cycle.  She made reference to the 

Prophet Oded (I had never heard of him, but I 

looked it up, and there he was!). He lived in the 

10th and late 9th centuries Before Christ and 

when a Samaritan army went to war against Judaea and took thousands upon thousands of prisoners, Oded required 

them to release the prisoners; he said they were to clothe them, feed them, give them footwear; and the Bible says, 

“they mounted all who were infirm on donkeys” and sent them home. (cf. 2 Chronicles 28,15) Then, it says, they 

returned to Samaria. And in my Bible, a footnote says “the passage anticipates the parable of the Good Samaritan.” 

  

Another interesting comment I remember was that people will tell you that the priest and the Levite who passed by 

on the other side couldn’t have approached the robbers’ victim because he may have been dead, and if he were they 

would have rendered themselves unclean and unfit for worship. Professor Levine said that first of all it is necessary to 

distinguish between being unclean and being in a state of sin – there’s nothing sinful about being unclean; and 

secondly, because there are so many ways of being ritually unclean, most Jewish people are ritually unclean all the 

time, and that doesn’t prevent them from doing anything at all except from offering sacrifice in the Temple. 

  

Well, what about us? Today’s parable is an answer to the question “Who is my neighbour?” And if you are to love 

your neighbour as yourself, you’d think it would be important to know what Jesus means by “neighbour”. Of course, 

he doesn’t tell us. He just says to the lawyer who asked the question, “Go, and do the same yourself.”  Go, that is, and 

be a neighbour yourself in the same way that the Samaritan in the story showed himself a neighbour to the victim of 

the bandits.  What matters is not that you can define the word, “neighbour”.  What matters is that we learn how to 

be a neighbour to whomsoever we encounter in life’s journey, even if to them we look like the enemy or a stranger, or 

even the Samaritan himself. 

 

 

 


