
 
Recent 150th celebrations at St Mary’s Hamilton gathered past and present parishioners to significant 
weekend events, highlighting a community spirit that lives on in the parish faithful.   Visitors were firstly 
invited to view a thoroughly researched and beautiful display of parish history, presented by two dedicated 
members of our church.  History tours of significant gravesites at Hamilton’s Old Cemetery were also on offer. 
 
Memories of St Mary’s parish life were celebrated at a 
dinner held at Monivae College’s Chevalier Centre.  
Guests attending from interstate, metropolitan and 
regional areas were thrilled to be so openly welcomed 
back to their church from childhood years, with one 
past parishioner quoting “talk about Faith in Action”. 
 
Local talent entertained during the evening, along 
with individual addresses of memorable moments of 
parish times over past years.  Each St Mary’s School 
student, under the tutorage of teacher Ms Shelley 
Waters, participated in the design of a stunning 
leadlight display, as a special back drop for the dinner 
venue. 
 
The following day, Mass was celebrated by Bishop Paul Bird, Fr Patrick 
Mugavin and Fr Paul Gurry, whose family are an integral part of St Mary’s 
history.  There was an impressive gathering at Mass.  Scottish and Irish 
heritage and Religious Orders in the Western District were recognised with 
young parishioners dressed in period costume selected to represent our 
ancestors.  School children were a focus of the moving ceremony, 
concluding with an uplifting song of Matthew 22. 
 

Following Mass Bishop Paul blessed a commemorative plaque 
recently added to the Gothic style church walls, with the inscription 
reading:  We give thanks for the dedication and great service given 
by so many parishioners since 1866, in meeting the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of our district. 
 
The Church gathering space then provided the ideal location for a 
large community lunch, where many had gathered before us, 
sharing stories and creating a history we are proud to celebrate 
today amongst the wider community of Hamilton.  ERA nurseries of 
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Hamilton generously donated native shrubs for members to plant at home in memory of their families and 
parish life at St Mary’s. 
 
Whilst celebrations were about 150 years since the building of the first part of St Mary’s in 1866, extensions 
had followed in 1900 and 1987.  It was evident that many happy memories remain for those who gathered to 
join us on such a significant occasion.   

Anne Slattery 
Parish Team Member 

 

Bishop Paul’s Homily on this occasion can be read below: 
 

20th Sunday of Year C - Hamilton, 10.30 am Mass, August 14, 2016 

 
On August 12, 1866 people gathered to 
celebrate the opening of the original 
section of this St Mary’s Church. There 
was a notice in the local newspaper, The 
Spectator, announcing the occasion in 
these words: “The Catholic Church 
Hamilton will be opened for Divine 
Service at eleven o’clock tomorrow – 
Sunday.”  
 
Here this morning, 150 years later, we 
also gather for Divine Service, to worship 
God and pray for one another, in St 
Mary’s Church Hamilton.   
 
As we do, we honour those pioneers who opened the church 150 years ago. We honour the generations who 
have gathered here since then. We honour all those who have been part of the life of this parish over the 
years.    
 
As we look back on that ceremony in 1866, we’re stepping back in time. 1866 was the year in which Mary 
MacKillop founded the Sisters of St Joseph. It was eight years before the founding of the Diocese of Ballarat. 
The bishop with responsibility for Hamilton in 1866 was James Alipius Goold, Bishop of Melbourne. The parish 
of Hamilton became part of the newly established diocese of Ballarat in 1874. 
 
There have been numerous parish priests entrusted with the care of the community. I believe that the longest 
serving was Fr Michael Shanahan who was appointed in 1886. He was parish priest here for forty-five years. 
The church was extended in 1900. The church was dedicated in 1901. The Bishop of Ballarat presided at the 
dedication ceremony. As a Redemptorist myself, I was particularly interested to read that the dedication 
sermon was preached by a Redemptorist, Fr Thomas O’Farrell. In more recent years, there were further 
extensions and renovations in 1987. This work included the addition of the section of the church that we are 
gathered in now.  
 
From the very early days, the education of children was a key element of the life of the parish. A school was 
opened back in 1858. There are some very brief notes from the school inspector in 1859. The inspector wrote: 
“Wooden school, 46 feet by 20 feet. Ground fenced in. Schoolroom clean. Three maps. Some books – not 



many.” Another writer observed that, at that stage, the school bell was hung on a gum tree. From those 
humble beginnings the mission of education has grown. In the early years and in more recent times the 
teaching has been done by laity. There have also been great contributions by the Loreto Sisters and the Good 
Samaritan Sisters and the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart at Monivae College.     
 
We acknowledge all who have shared in the life of this parish through the generations. We remember those 
who have been baptised in this church and other churches of the parish. We remember those who have been 
confirmed or made their first communion here. We remember those who have been married here. We 
remember those who have been buried in this parish. We remember those who have gathered for Sunday 
Mass, as the seasons have come and gone, for a hundred and fifty years.  
 

The Scriptures for today’s Mass 
make it clear that our life as a 
community will not always be 
easy. There will be times of 
tension, times of trouble. The 
prophet Jeremiah found himself in 
conflict with some of the leading 
people of his time. They threw him 
down a well and he was only saved 
through the pleading of a friend.  
 
In the gospel Jesus says that 
people would be divided over his 
message. There would even be 
divisions in families. Some people 
would accept Jesus’ teaching, 
others would not.  

 
Over these 150 years, not everything would have gone smoothly in the parish of Hamilton. There would have 
been times of tension. Yet the parish community has persevered in faith.  
 
In the reading from the letter to the Hebrews, we find encouragement to press on in our life of faith and in our 
love for God and for one another.   
 
At the moment we have regular news from the Olympic Games in Rio. There are stories of outstanding 
dedication in running and swimming and all the sports. One of the events that has been part of the Olympics 
from the earliest times has been the marathon. The runners have to race for 42 kilometres. They need great 
perseverance.  
 
I believe we need the same kind of perseverance in our life as a parish community.  
 
Those running the marathon will be running for over two hours. They need to be very focussed to meet this 
challenge. We could say that this parish community has been running for 150 years. This has taken immense 
energy. Our challenge doesn’t stop there. We have a mission to keep on running. We need to be very focussed 
to meet the continuing challenge of our parish life. 
 
The reading from the letter to the Hebrews gives us the key to perseverance in this challenge. We need to 
keep our focus on Jesus. 



 
“With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too should throw off everything that hinders 
us and keep running steadily in the race we have started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our 
faith and brings it to perfection.” 
 
We give thanks for the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us in faith, including all those who have 
gone before us in this parish over the past 150 years. We give thanks for all who are contributing to the life of 
this parish now. And we pray that we might continue a rich life of faith and love in this parish in the years 
ahead. 
 
As we gather in St Mary’s Church, we can entrust ourselves to the intercession of Mary. She is ever ready to 
help us in all our needs. May she continue to pray for us in all the ups and downs of our parish life. With the 
prayers of Mary to help us and the prayers of all those who have gone before us in this parish community, we 
can have confidence that we will have the support we need day by day. 
 
Through times of joy and through times of struggle, may we have the grace to keep our eyes on Jesus. May he 
continue to lead us in faith. May he continue to lead us in love.  
 
Bishop Paul Bird CSsR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: 

1. Beautiful leadlighting made by every student at St Mary's School with teacher Shelley Waters 
2. L-R: Fr Patrick Mugavin, Bishop Paul Bird, Fr Paul Gurry  
3. Mary Kearney cutting the cake with John Hockey - Parish Manager 
4. Local singing group, Footprints in the Custard entertained guests 
5. St Mary's School children concluded with singing Matthew 22 
6. Cake made and decorated by parishioners 
7. Parishioners L-R - Jim Eveston, Sr Kathleen Eveston sgs (now living in Melbourne), Mary Walter, Don Schultz, Edna Scullion, 

Rita Taylor and Ted Oliver. 
 

 


