
 
On Monday, April 15, the beginning of Holy Week, St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat 
was filled with priests and people from around the Diocese for the Mass of the Oils.  
This Mass is very special to our Diocese as it is the annual celebration of the 
Diocesan Church of Ballarat.  The gathering celebrates the unity of the Diocese 
where priests, religious and laity renew their commitment to call to serve in Christ's 
name as baptised members of his Church and sharers in his mission.  The Holy Oils 
were blessed and consecrated and were distributed to all the communities of our 
Diocese for the celebration of the Sacraments.   
 
The Oils – Oil of the Sick, Oil of Baptism and the Holy Chrism - will reach those in our Diocese who become sick and are 
anointed; every baby in our Diocese who is baptised; every young person and adult in our Diocese who are fully 
initiated into the community of the Church.   
 
The celebrant for the Mass was Bishop Paul Bird and concelebrants were Bishop Peter Connors, along with Fr Adrian 
McInerney, Fr Rubert Bowd and Fr Sajan Mathew who are celebrating jubilees this year, as well as Fr Kevin Maloney, 
Vicar General and Fr Justin Driscoll, Administrator of the Cathedral Parish. Peter Cay, William Lowry and Matthew 
Restall, seminarians from the Ballarat Diocese were also in attendance.  There were apologies for the Mass from Fr 
John Pothiyittel and Fr Alex Lim who are also celebrating jubilees. 
 
Members of the diocese fulfilling ministries at the Mass this year were: 
 

Oil of the Sick Procession: 
Kathy Curran – Pastoral Carer:  Mercy Place, Ballarat East  
Maureen Finn – Moderator:  St Brendan’s Parish, Cororooke   
Thomas Thekkumury – Diocesan Pastoral Council Member   
Sr Christina Aitkin rsm – Leader:  Sisters of Mercy Community South B 
Flagon: Felicity Barker – Director of Mission Integration: St John of God 
Hospital Warrnambool 
 
Oil of Catechumen Procession: 
Wendy Sanders – Candidate:  St Alipius Parish, Ballarat East 
Alison Wright – Director of Mission:  St Mary MacKillop College, Swan Hill 
Peter Cay – Seminarian for the Diocese of Ballarat 
Elizabeth McCartin – Candidate:  St Alipius Parish, Ballarat East  
Flagon:  Alison Boylan Turner – Catechumen:  St Joseph’s Parish, Warrnambool 
 
Oil of Chrism Procession: 
Tegan Nedelkos – Candidate:  St Aloysius Parish, Redan 
Angela Walsham – Candidate:  St Aloysius Parish, Redan  
Darren Pickles – Catechumen:  St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Ballarat  
Amanda Koleski – Catechumen:  St Peter’s Parish, Daylesford 
Perfume:   Ava Koleski – Catechumen:  St Peter’s Parish, Daylesford 
Flagon:  Fr Rupert Bowd – Jubilarian:  Ordination to the Priesthood 
 
 
 
 

MASS OF THE OILS 2019 



First Reading: Maureen Cleeman - St James’ Parish, Sebastopol  
 
Second Reading: Patrick Kennedy - Ballarat Diocese Youth & Young Adult 

Ministry Project Worker 
 
Gospel Procession: Greg Arrowsmith - Catholic Education Office 

Ballarat Consultant:  Human Resources 
 
Presentation of the Gifts:     Judy-Ann Quilliam – Candidate:  St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Ballarat 
  Tess Quilliam – Candidate:  St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Ballarat 
 
Preparation of the Oils:   Bill Adriaans, Clare Adriaans, Joan Bowman, Holly Boyd, Julie Boyd, Sophie Boyd, Pat 

Conroy, Merle Leach, Trish O’Donohue, Sheila Wilton. 
 
The music was beautifully led by Choir Conductor Mr Roger Hillman, Organist Mr Geoff Martin, Flutist Kerin Johnson 
and choir members from the Cathedral and surrounding parishes.  The Cantor for the evening was Robert Muirhead 
from St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, Ballarat who performed a beautiful rendition of the psalm. 
 
Before the final blessing, Dr Peter Morris from the Diocesan Liturgical Commission called representatives of the 
parishes of the Diocese forward to collect the Oils for their parish. These Oils were then received in the parishes at 
Mass on Holy Thursday evening.  
 
There are many people involved in the success of this Mass and thanks is extended to those who prepared the oils, 
participated in the various ministries, collected the Oils for their parishes, the Altar Servers, welcomers, ushers, those 
responsible for the décor in the Cathedral, Kay Curran for overseeing the set-up for the Mass and Sally Morris for 
catering and members of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission. 
 
Following Mass, all gathered in St Patrick’s Hall for supper. 
 
Bishop Paul Bird’s Homily can be read below. 
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Bishop Paul Bird’s Homily at the Chrism Mass - Ballarat Cathedral, April 15, 2019. 
 
It is exactly one month since the attacks on the mosques in Christchurch. Around two weeks ago, 20,000 people 
gathered in a Christchurch park. There were representatives of many faiths and many nations. They were there to 
remember the fifty victims who had been killed in the attacks. They were there to support the Muslim community and 
to support one another in a time of tragedy. 
 
Members of the Muslim community and the Christchurch Interfaith Society read out the names of the victims and 
people bowed their heads. One of the survivors of the attack offered a prayer. He prayed for safety and security in New 
Zealand. He prayed for peace and happiness for people throughout the world.  
 
A week before, there had been another gathering near the Al Noor mosque. The call to prayer was broadcast live on 
New Zealand radio and television.  
The imam expressed the thanks of his community for the support that so many people had shown. “Thank you for your 
tears. Thank you for your flowers. Thank you for your love and compassion.” 
 
The attacks at the mosques shocked people in New Zealand and people around the world. There was bitter grief at the 
loss of loved ones, shot dead as they were gathered for prayer in what should have been a place of safety and peace. 
It was truly a day of trauma. Yet in the days and weeks that followed, people showed extraordinary strength as they 
came together to support one another through their time of sorrow.  
 
I see two key elements in those gatherings following the shootings. One element was prayer to God. The other was 
compassion for all who were suffering.  
 
Members of many faith communities joined the Muslim community in offering prayers for those who had died, for their 
family members who were left behind and for everyone who was distressed by the attacks. They prayed for the gift of 
peace in their city and peace throughout the world.    
 
There was also a great outpouring of compassion for those who had suffered and a resolve to support one another in 
a time of crisis. They showed their support in the tears they shed, in the flowers they placed at the entrance to the 
mosques, and in many gestures of practical kindness to those in need.  
 
March 15 was a day of trauma in Christchurch, but the community found strength to come through the trauma through 
prayer and compassion. 
 

1. Presenting the oils 
2. Fr Rupert Bowd and Ava Koleski presenting the flagon and 

perfume to Bishop Paul 
3. Felicity Barker presenting the flagon 
4. Parish representatives collecting oils for their parishes 
5. Parish representatives collecting oils for their parishes 
6. Parish representatives collecting oils for their parishes 

 

7. On the altar 
8. Presenting the oils 
9. The Oils 
10. Presenting the oils 
11. Maureen Cleeman 
12. Patrick Kennedy 
13. Fr Adrian McInerney 

 



Two days before, there had been another dramatic event – the sentencing of Cardinal Pell. The judge delivered the 
sentence following Cardinal Pell’s conviction and the sentencing was broadcast live. I have a sense that the conviction 
of Cardinal Pell was also a traumatic event for many people. 
 
There is an Australian organisation called the Centre for Post Traumatic Mental Health, linked with the University of 
Melbourne. The Centre published an article to address the issue of trauma that people might have experienced in 
relation to the trial and conviction of Cardinal Pell.  
 
The article highlighted the effect that Cardinal Pell’s case could have on survivors of abuse and their families. The 
coverage could bring up painful memories of a survivor’s own experience of abuse. There could be a surge in feelings 
of grief or anger. The uncertainty about the final outcome of legal proceedings could be distressing.  
 
The trauma could affect survivors and their families. The trauma could also affect the community as a whole. Because 
Cardinal Pell has held such a prominent position in the Catholic community, the trauma of his conviction could affect 
members of the Catholic community very keenly. Because he grew up in our diocese of Ballarat and served as a priest 
in our diocese, his conviction could have a particularly traumatic impact within our diocese.  
The article from the Centre for Post Traumatic Mental Health suggested some steps that people could take if they felt 
they were suffering trauma. 
 
A first step would be to recognise that a traumatic event was having an impact on them.  Secondly, if people were 
feeling continual distress because of constant media coverage of traumatic events, it would be sensible to set a limit 
on the amount of news they watched, so that the distressing issues would not completely dominate their thinking.   
 
The article recommended that people spend time with others who could support them, even if they didn’t want to talk 
much about what they were going through. Sometimes it’s enough to let people know that the news coverage of certain 
events is affecting us. The article recommended that people try to get back to familiar activities as soon as possible, 
but take it easy. Don’t throw yourself into activities or work in an attempt to avoid painful thoughts, but do include 
activities that you enjoy and remind yourself of the good elements of life that continue in spite of the trauma.  
 
The recent distressing news of the Cardinal Pell conviction has come on top of many years of distressing news of abuse 
and failures to respond properly. All together, there have been many years of trauma – most of all for those who 
suffered abuse and their families who suffered with them and then for our community as a whole. 
 
This evening I pray for all those who have suffered from this trauma. As I do, I would like to draw on the experience of 
that recent trauma in Christchurch. There people found strength through prayer to God and support for one another. I 
hope that we too can find strength through our prayer to God and our support for one another through these difficult 
times.  
 
As we gather this evening for this Chrism Mass, we have come from many places. I would like to pay tribute to the faith 
of people in the local communities throughout our diocese. All through these troubled years, wonderful people in all 
our parishes have persevered in their faith in Christ. They have persevered in their service of their local community. I 
give thanks for their prayer. I give thanks for the personal support they have given to people in need.  
I give thanks for all of you who have gathered this evening. I give thanks for your persevering faith. I give thanks for 
the support you have given to your local communities – often in very difficult times. 
 
It helps to remember the good elements of life that continue even in times of trauma. Tonight I give thanks for all the 
blessings that have continued through the stress of these years – the prayer and practical kindness in our parish 
communities, the joy of learning in our schools, the care for the sick in our hospitals, the support to those in need 
through our social services, the daily care in families, the peace that comes through spending time with friends.  
As part of our ceremony this evening, we’ll be renewing our commitment to Christ and our commitment to serving one 
another – as lay people, as religious, as priests, as bishop. I pray that our Mass this evening will bring us fresh inspiration 
in our faith and in our service.  
 
We will also be blessing the oils used in the celebration of baptism and confirmation and ordination and the anointing 
of the sick. May the blessing of the oils bring a blessing on us and on all the people of our diocese. May we find new 
strength as we recall the gift of our baptism. May we be filled anew with the gifts of the Holy Spirit as we recall our 



confirmation. May the priests be renewed in their ministry as they recall their anointing in ordination. May we find 
healing of the wounds in our community as we bless the oil to be used in the sacrament of healing.  
 
The prophet Zechariah speaks of “a spirit of kindness and prayer” (Zechariah 12:10). May those who have suffered find 
healing through our prayer to the God of mercy and compassion. May those who have endured distress find comfort 
through the kindness of our support. 

 
Bishop Paul Bird CSsR    


