
 

Twenty-eight years can be considered a long time, as it generally constitutes three 

quarters of one’s live. Mark has been with the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat for just 

over twenty eight years and announced his retirement as business manager late 

last year.  A tribute event was held on Tuesday, March 28 at the Ballarat Yacht Club 

where many guests gathered to celebrate Mark’s service to the diocese.  Fr Justin 

Driscoll was Master of Ceremonies, with words of acknowledgement from Bishop 

Paul Bird, Jim Muller (Foundation Chair), Mr Paul Foley (CDF Chair), Anne Eskdale 

(Bishops Advisory Council) and Sharyn Simpson (Assistant CDF manager). 

Mark has had a number of roles within that time starting as Diocesan Accountant, 

with Jim Ryan as Diocesan Business Manager. In the mid 1990’s Mark kept the role 

of Diocesan Accountant as well as taking up the role of Manager for the Catholic 

Development Fund. Since August 2006, Mark had been Diocesan Business Manager 

as well as Manager for the CDF. 

Mark has been a long time advocate for the clergy, assisting with the instigation of many benefits and schemes for the 

clergy. The clergy car scheme has been particularly successful. Mark is also very passionate to ensure that sick and 

retired clergy are well catered for. He has been a forerunner with options for priests in regards to parish and diocesan 

business.  This will continue as Mark takes on a parish based role to assist priests with the many facets of parish life. 

In his role as Diocesan Business Manager Mark sat on a number of boards/commissions which included Bishop’s 

Advisory Council, Diocesan Finance Council, Catholic Diocese of Ballarat Foundation, Diocesan Building Commission 

and Diocesan Risk Management. Mark brought many skills and sound advice to these important functions of the 

diocese. Mark’s efficient leadership and management in all areas of the diocese was to be commended. 

An excerpt from Sharyn Simpson’s tribute can be read 

below: 

Mark has such an ingrained sense of fairness - to all 

people, including staff, customers, colleagues, priests, 

parish staff, basically anyone that he has any contact with. 

With that fairness, also comes the ability to make the right 

decision for all occasions, in my experience this is a rare 

talent and one that I wish I had. It is something that I have 

seen so many times whether it is a small decision or one of 

the many big ones.  

For all of us that have worked with him we are in awe of his dedication to the job, even though it is impossible to define 

what his job is, we know that he goes far above and beyond what is normally expected. Sometimes this is because there 

is no one else to do it or he just sees something that needs to be done and does it. 

I believe that we are losing a true friend of the diocese. The reason I refer to him as a friend, is because he always has 

the best interests of the diocese in mind, he is always looking forward and thinking how decisions affect the diocese 

now and into the future. Mark’s vision and decisions always consider the diocese as a whole and how changes affect 

everybody and everything. I know that he is not totally lost but we will miss him in so many ways. 
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Bishop Paul’s words of appreciation follows: 

One of my early memories of Mark was from the day of my ordination as 

bishop in 2012. In the weeks before the ordination, Mark was involved in 

planning for the celebration, so that the occasion would go as smoothly as 

possible for the local people who gathered and the visitors from many places. 

Then, on the morning of the ordination, Mark was in the grounds of the 

cathedral helping to direct traffic. My impression was that Mark was a person 

with a talent for planning but also someone who was ready to help in very 

practical ways. 

The past few years have confirmed that first impression. On so many 

occasions, I have seen Mark’s interest in looking ahead and planning for the 

future. I have also seen his generosity in being ready to work hard day after 

day giving practical assistance to the parishes of our diocese.   

Many of you here this evening have worked closely with Mark in the day-to-

day financial operations of the diocese. Many have been with Mark on 

committees. In all of this, we have seen Mark’s dedication. I think of the many reports that Mark has presented. He has 

prepared reports for each committee so thoroughly. Such thoroughness reflects the respect that Mark has shown for 

the work of each committee and his respect for the service being given by each member of the committee.  

Mark has also shown great care for each person working in the bishop’s office. In particular, he has been committed to 

ensuring that each one is treated fairly. 

When we describe someone’s duties in their work, we sometimes use the phrase “other duties as required”. Mark has 

been most generous in taking up other duties as required. I would mention one area in particular.  

Soon after I came to Ballarat, we were required to provide documentation to a State Parliamentary Inquiry. Mark took 

up this task with remarkable dedication. Soon after that, we began to receive summonses to produce documents for 

the Royal Commission. Mark committed days and weeks and months and eventually years to responding to these 

summonses as they came. The work meant long hours, sometimes under great pressure of time. It was also distressing 

work in that it dealt with an often shocking history. Mark shouldered much of that work and bore much of that distress. 

For this and all the other duties as required, I offer my thanks and the thanks of the diocese.  

As I say thank you for the many years of service so far, I would also like to say how pleased I am that Mark will be 

continuing his service in another role. To use one of his own expressions, he will be spending a deal of time out in 

“parishland”.  In this, he will be continuing to serve the people of our diocese. For all of this, Mark, I offer our heartfelt 

thanks. 

All of us in the diocese extend our thanks to Mark for his service and tireless work and we wish him every blessing in 

his continued ministry. 
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