
Our Parish Finances 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  
“The Spire” by email, please send us an 
email and we can add you to a list of  
subscribers 

Presbytery Account 
 

Priest support, inc Easter Dues & 
eft: $1320.90 
 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery 
account can be made electronically.  
Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   
 
All Saints Presbytery Portland 
BSB:     083 526 
Account No.  24476 6002 
 

 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your 
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at 
times of great sadness. By leaving a gift to your 
Parish in your Will, you will leave a legacy of faith – a 
legacy to help ensure that the mission and pastoral 
outreach that has been important to you  will 
continue both for today’s needs and for those of our 
children, our grandchildren and beyond. 

Liturgy Rosters: 

Many thanks for your ministry in the Parish 
 

This Weekend: 6th & 7th April 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  D Bennett 
Prayers:  P Howman 
Minister  K Howman 
Computer:  D Kierce 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  K Arnott 
Prayers:  J Sandeman 
Minister:  A McIntyre 
Computer:  B Dillon 
 
 

Next Weekend: 13th & 14th April 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  G Priestley 
Prayers:  D Kierce 
Minister  P Howman 
Computer:  K Howman 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  K Loftus 
Prayers:  M Schultz 
Minister:  M McGennisken 
Computer:  B Dillon 
 

Following Weekend: 20th & 21st April 
 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  D Bennett 
Prayers:  D Baudinette 
Minister  Di Kierce 
Computer:  Volunteer Please 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  M Picard 
Prayers:  A McIntyre 
Minister:  I Eichler 
Computer:  B Dillon 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
 

Planned Given inc. eft $1542.00 

Target $62,400 

Total YTD 2023–2024, $43,334.10 
 

Project Compassion 2024 $1393.00 
 

Holy Land 2024 $503.00 
 
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can be 
made electronically. Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   Portland Catholic Church 
BSB:    083 532 
Account No.   5159 81661 

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop:  
(In Woolworth’s Car park)  
Phone: 5521 1587 
 

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is always in need 
of good quality clothing, bric a brac or furniture.  
 

Donations during shop hours only. 
 

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. 
Thank you all for your ongoing support of 
Outreach.  
 

Outreach is normally open  
Monday             1pm - 3pm 
Tuesday     10am - 1pm 
Wednesday   10am - 3pm 
Thursday    10am - 3pm 
Friday    10am - 4pm  
Saturday   10am - 12pm 
 

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the 
Parish and we regularly need  Volunteers to 
give 3 hours in the  mornings or afternoons.  
We currently have a pressing need for 
Volunteers on Thursday from 1-3pm.   
 

Please contact  Kate Howman 0428235218 or 
Diane Kierce 0427946053 for further 

information. 

“The Spire“ 

All Saints Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saints Parish Office 
Entry via 8 Henty Street 
PO Box 210 Portland 3305 

Phone: 5523 1046  
 

email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 

Mobile 0475 512530 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Most Tuesdays to Fridays 
9.00am till 3.00pm or by appointment  
with Fr Gregory 
 

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website 
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the 
land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people.  
We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We commit  
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowledgement 
of first nation peoples. 

 

2nd Week in Easter Services 
8th to 14th of April 2024 

 

Fr Greg is away on a Private retreat all this 
week. 
 

Wednesday: 10.00am Morning Prayer 
   4.30pm Rosary   
Thursday:  10.00am Morning Prayer 
Friday:  10.00am Morning Prayer 
   5.00pm Evening Prayer 
 
13th & 14th April 3rd Sunday in Easter  
 
Saturday:   6.00pm Vigil Mass  
Sunday:  10.30am Mass 
         

Recent Deaths: Kath Meehan, Christine Kelly, 
Coral Dart, Kenneth Edwards, Kerin Glennen, 
Bernard Purcell, John David Rundell, Br Ron 
Campbell SM. 
 

Anniversaries: 8th to 14th of April. 
 

Brian Gleeson, Georgina Crowe, Peter McCallum, 
Josh Thomson, Malcolm Easton, John Clarke, 
Brendan Hoy, Margaret Houlihan RSM, John Roach, 
Diana Domburg, Margaret Meerbach, Carmel 
Malone, Loretta Pye, Wes Sawyer, Norma Grayson  
Joseph Galea. 
 

Prayer Requests:  

Les Hildebrand, Lea-anne Bourke, Michelle Mutch, 
Deanne Atkinson, Jose Trimble. 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella at the 
Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may ask for 
names to be added: Thank you. 
 

Baptisms and Marriages  
by appointment with Fr. Gregory Tait.  
Sacrament of Penance  
1st Saturday of the month at 10.00am  
or any other time by appointment with Fr Gregory 
 

Southern Stars Family Group:  
Please join us at the Portland Botanic Gardens on 
Sunday 14 April at midday. BYO picnic lunch or 
something for the BBQ, chair/rug/games and anything 
else you would like. We will be at the end of the main path 
where we have been on other occasions. Wet weather 
venue will be under cover at Fawthrop Lagoon at the end 
of Hood St. Looking forward to seeing you then.  

 

 

7th of April 
 

2024 
 

2nd Sunday in 
Easter 

 

Year B 

Notes about Holy Communion. Bishop Paul has issued 
the following information for people of the diocese: 
 

Now that the Covid pandemic is less in the news, a number of 
people have asked about arrangements for the reception of 
Holy Communion. Some have proposed reintroducing options 
that were permitted before the pandemic, particularly  
receiving the host on the tongue and sharing the chalice.  
 

Over the past few weeks, I have consulted various people 
about this, including the members of our Diocesan Liturgical 
Commission. I have also received advice from a medical point 
of view. This has included advice from the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Southern Grampians Health Service and the 
Head of the Infectious Diseases Department at the Alfred 
Hospital. These consultations have highlighted the fact that 
Covid infections are still a serious concern and that we can 
reduce the risk of infections by continuing the present  
provisions regarding Holy Communion.  
 

I have concluded that it is not yet time to reintroduce the  
sharing of the chalice. While reception of Holy Communion 
under both species of bread and wine is a fuller sign of our 
sharing in the banquet of Christ, we can find reassurance in 
the teaching of the Council of Trent that the whole Christ, 
body and blood, soul and divinity, is contained under each 
species. So, even when we simply receive the host, we are 
receiving the whole Christ.  
 

In regard to the way of receiving the host, recognising the 
continuing risks of the pandemic, and out of consideration for 
the health of all parishioners, I recommend reverent reception 
of the host in the hand rather than reception on the tongue.  
May our Communions draw us ever closer to Christ and 
strengthen our love and care for one another. 

 

God bless you all. 
+ Paul Bird. 
 

 



 Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

4:32 Now the whole group of those who believed were 

of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions, but  

everything they owned was held in  

common.  
33 With great power the apostles gave their  

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds 

of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 

and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:2-4. 15-18. 22-24. R. v.1 
 

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 

everlasting. 
 

1. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 

Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 

Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no 

end.’ (R.) 
 

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand 

raised me up. 

I shall not die, I shall live and recount his deeds. 

I was punished, I was punished by the Lord, but not 

doomed to die. (R.) 
 

3. The stone which the builders rejected has  

become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 

This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are 

glad. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  1 John 5:1-6 
 

A reading from the first letter of St John 
 

5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 

been born of God, and everyone who loves the par-

ent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we 

obey his commandments. And his commandments 

are not  

burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers 

the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 

world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but 

the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 

Christ, not with the water only but with the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation  John 20:29 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen 

me; blessed are those who have not seen me, but still 

believe!  

Alleluia! 
 

 

Gospel  John 20:19-31 
 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jewish authori-

ties, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples re-

joiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy  

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are  

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.’  
 

24 But Thomas who was called the Twin, one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 

other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 

he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but be-

lieve.’ 28 Thomas  

answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to 

him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.’  
 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the  

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book.  
31 But these are written so that you may come to  

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

© The Scripture quotations contained herein are adapted from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by 

permission. All rights reserved.. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 

Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

1884  
to  

2024 
2024 marks our celebration of 140 years of  
continuous Christian Education in Portland. 
 

To celebrate this milestone, Bayview College  
invites you to join us for a Service of  
Thanksgiving at the College on Friday the 26th of 
April at 2.00pm in the College Gym, with  
Afternoon Tea to follow. 
 

For catering purposes can you contact the  
College on 55231042 or email;  
 

lisa.sealey@bayview.vic.edu.au  
 

Michelle Kearney, Principal. 

 
 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter: 
 

 

Because the focus of this week’s gospel passage is usually placed on poor old doubting Thomas, we some-

times overlook the way the passage begins. The disciples are huddled in a room, ‘for fear of the Jews’. Just a 

couple of weeks earlier they had been on top of the world. Jesus was enormously popular with the people, 

and the disciples, by association, were caught up in that affection. Their man, the one they had chosen to fol-

low, was making waves and stirring the authorities – thumbing his nose at the rules. This, of course, made the 

disciples feel good to be around Jesus. However, in the space of just a few short days, their world had turned 

upside down. They’d gone from riding the crest of a wave to being utterly dumped! They were cowering in a 

closed up room, afraid for their lives in case those who handed Jesus over for death came for them as well. 

They’d already had an experience of the resurrected Jesus yet they were still hiding and afraid. Into this fear 

and uncertainty steps Jesus who says, ‘Peace be with you’. It is a reminder of Jesus calming the storm out on 

the lake – in the midst of turmoil and anxiety he brings peace and calm.  

 

Thomas has received a pretty bad rap for the last 2000 years, forever labelled as ‘Doubting Thomas’ because 

he wasn’t prepared to take someone else’s word for the fact that Jesus had risen. However, despite his de-

mand for evidence, once Jesus is before him, he abandons all his thoughts about placing his fingers in the 

wounds and proclaims, ‘My Lord and my God!’ This is an absolutely extraordinary statement of faith. For the 

very first time, someone recognises Jesus, not as Messiah, prophet or Lord, but as God.  

 

Historical Context – My Lord and my God. 

 

This extraordinarily clear statement of belief about the divinity of Jesus appears nowhere else in any of the four 

gospels. Why does the Gospel of John make this statement and not any of the other gospels? It must be re-

membered that the Gospel of John was the last of the four gospels to be written – at least 20 years after the 

Gospel of Mark and some 60 to 70 years after the death of Jesus. The early Christians had been cast out of the 

Jewish tradition and were making sense of how their own beliefs could stand apart from Jewish tradition. With 

the break from Judaism, Christians felt able to express their developing belief that Jesus was God.  

 

Scriptural context – Not an ending?  

 

The final two verses of today’s gospel passage (Jn 20:30-31) read like the conclusion to the whole gospel. They 

are a statement of finality about the purpose for writing the gospel and something of a blessing for those who 

read it. Yet, surprisingly, there is another whole chapter that follows this passage that deals with still more post-

resurrection appearances. Most scripture scholars believe that the end of Chapter 20 was the original ending 

of the gospel and that Chapter 21 is a later addition – possibly added by the community for whom the gospel 

was originally written.  

 

Have you thought? Those who have not seen. 

 

Jesus says to Thomas, ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 

believe.’ That’s us! Jesus’ words in the gospel are meant for people like us living today. We are not in the posi-

tion of Thomas and the other disciples who were able to see the risen Lord face to face and so convince 

themselves of his rising. The gospel recognises that to believe in the resurrection without that physical, personal 

encounter with Jesus is to be celebrated even more. Happy are we – blessed are we – who have not seen 

and yet still believe!  

 

Questions for your personal reflection: 

 

1. What word or phrase from the gospel passage stands out to you?  

2. In what situations do you most need to hear Jesus’ words, ‘Peace be with you’?  

3. In what ways can you relate to Thomas’ experience?  

4. How might we compare modern society with the doubts of Thomas?  
 

 

Learning moments. 

 

• Compile a word and image collage of ways in which we can witness Jesus’ ongoing presence in the 

world.  

• Illustrate the scene described in this week’s gospel and use thought bubbles to identify the emotions and 

thoughts of the different participants (Jesus; Thomas; other disciples; women followers)  
 

 

© Greg Sunter: Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and 

Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the au-

thor of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His 

areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  


