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This week’s readings highlight how knowing Christ can change people. The first reading shows
how the Resurrection and the presence of the Holy Spirit transformed Peter. Now, he heals as Jesus
did and preaches as Jesus preached.

In Peter, we see living proof of what is further explained in the second reading. Through faith in
Christ, we come to participate in the relationship of love and communion that the Son has with the
Father: “we are God’s children now.”

Knowing the Father in this way as children of God gives us access to a whole new way of living,
and means being transformed into becoming more and more like him. We come to know and participate
in God’s way of being.

When Peter heals and preaches, he does so because Jesus lives in him, transforming Peter in
his own likeness. Like Peter, we live as co-heirs, through Jesus, to the promises of God. What belongs
to Jesus as the Son, namely his capacity to know the Father’s heart and to do the Father’s will, is also
promised to us.

Becoming like God does not mean that we lose our individuality or freedom. Instead, we become
more our true ourselves, each of us according to the grace and the gifts we have been given.

This is the life for which God created us: to be persons, different and diverse, each uniquely
gifted, and, through love, bound together with Jesus, gathered together into one flock with one
shepherd.

Like a good shepherd, Jesus has faced and overcome the mortal danger posed to his flock by
the power of sin and death, against which they have no other escape. In laying down his life for his
sheep, he proves that he is the true guardian, protector and carer of his flock, the Good Shepherd.

Through his death and Resurrection, Jesus claims power for himself and for all who love him
over whatever impediments or difficulties befall us on our journey to the fullness of life and union with
God. He assures us: “| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep . . .

| have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again.” Jesus’ power to take his life
back up again is the power that restores us to new life and relationship with God.

Jesus opens up for humanity a whole new way of living. Whatever the hatreds,
conflicts and divisions that arise between people, Jesus invites us into one fold, the flock of the Good
Shepherd. He calls us to lives of faith, hope and love, under his protection and in relationship with him
as the Good Shepherd.

There is no other power or god or ideology in the world that can promise this same
hope for the human race that the Good Shepherd promises. Let us follow him.
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Our Sick: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Damian Brick, Peter Brick,
Carmel Densley, and Des Free.

Recent Deaths: Brian Davison, Hayley Fyfield, Jean McMeel,

Kath Delaney

Anniversaries in April: Laurie Loft, Laurie Dwyer, George Farmer,
Father Meredith Delehenty, Joan Rylance, Dos Haugh, Mick McMeel,
Pat Warner, Pam Horan, Cis Roberts, Frank Johnston, Elli Howe,
Patrick Delaney, John Hunt, Marie McMeel, Margaret Dillion,

John McKenzie, Ross Powell, Andrew Powell, Mary Karo, lan McKenzie,
William Couch, Dewyn Bruce, Robert Delaney.

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God."




> LITURGY OF THE WORD
[ 3 Sunday 21st April 2024

Fourth Sunday of Easter Year B

First Reading Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

This is the only name by which we can be saved.
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers of the people, and elders! If you are questioning us today about an
act of kindness to a cripple, and asking us how he was healed, then | am glad to tell you all, and would indeed be
glad to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by this name and by no other that this man is able to stand up
perfectly healthy, here in your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by you the builders, but which has
proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in the world given to men, this is the only one by which we can
be saved.’

The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm ps 117:1.8.9. 2123 26. 28-29. R v.22

(R.) The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.
or
(R.) Alleluia!

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in men:
it is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes. (R.)

2. | will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes. (R.)

3. Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
I will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;
for his love has no end. (R.)

Second Reading 1 omn3:1-2
A reading from the first letter of St John

We shall see God as he is.

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,

by letting us be called God’s children;

and that is what we are.

Because the world refused to acknowledge him,

therefore it does not acknowledge us.

My dear people, we are already the children of God

but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed

we shall be like him

because we shall see him as he really is.

The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God
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Gospel o 10:11-18
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.
Jesus said:

‘I am the good shepherd:

the good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep.
The hired man, since he is not the shepherd

and the sheep do not belong to him,

abandons the sheep and runs away

as soon as he sees a wolf coming,

and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep;
this is because he is only a hired man

and has no concern for the sheep.

| am the good shepherd;

| know my own

and my own know me,

just as the Father knows me

and | know the Father;

and | lay down my life for my sheep.

And there are other sheep | have

that are not of this fold,

and these | have to lead as well.

They too will listen to my voice,

and there will be only one flock

and one shepherd.

The Father loves me,

because | lay down my life

in order to take it up again.

No one takes it from me;

I lay it down of my own free will,

and as it is in my power to lay it down,

so it is in my power to take it up again;

and this is the command | have been given by my Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Dou-
bleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Prayers for ANZAC Day
We pray for all airmen, sailors and soldiers who served and bravely lost their lives in battle during times of
conflict, especially members of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. May they rest in the peace of
Christ and rise in glory on the last day. Let us pray to the Lord.
We remember all families, parents and children who lost loved ones through war. May the light of God’s
hope and strength comfort them. Let us pray to the Lord.
Prayers from Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference

USA Bible Society’s Free Trauma Healing Resources

The Trauma Healing institute in the USA, an arm of the Bible Society of America, offers free materials to help
people who have lived through a traumatic situation. Items can be ordered online, with free shipping. There is
also scripture and other resources available, also free of charge. To order go to https://
biblesocietyaus.typeform.com/to/bBhnvT



https://biblesocietyaus.typeform.com/to/bBhnvT
https://biblesocietyaus.typeform.com/to/bBhnvT

150" Anniversary of the Diocese of Ballarat — updated notice
We are celebrating the whole of 2024 as an anniversary year. Bishop Paul has invited parishes to

acknowledge the 150th anniversary at Masses on the weekend of April 27-28, 2024. He invites schools to mark
the anniversary during the week of April 29 to May 3, coinciding with Catholic Education Week which was
brought forward for the occasion. Bishop Paul encourages each parish and each school to acknowledge their
own history in the context of the 150 years of the history of the diocese. Local communities are coming up with
creative ways of telling their local story as part of the diocesan story. Parishes are encouraged to host a
community gathering on the weekend of April 27-28, perhaps tea, coffee and cake after Mass or a meal shared
together. Funds are available from the Ballarat Diocesan Foundation to support such gatherings. Please
contact Jane Collins (jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au) for further information.

Bishop Paul is commemorating the anniversary year with a personal visit to each parish and looks
forward to celebrating with as many local communities as possible throughout the year.

There are resources available to celebrate Sunday Masses on the weekend of April 27-28 which include
the Introductory Rite and Prayer of the Faithful. Homily notes provided by Bishop Paul will be available next
week. We encourage you to pray the Anniversary Prayer at these Masses. You may also use the songs
composed for the 150" anniversary by Roger Hillman, Fr Andrew Hayes and Gerry Vytilingam. There are three
songs available: Together We Build Our Place, Rain in the Mallee and Humble Service.

Resources, prayer and songs are available at: https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/our-diocese/150th-
anniversary-of-the-diocese-of-ballarat/

World Day of Prayer for Vocations: Sunday, April 21, 2024
The Universal Church celebrates Vocation Sunday on the Fourth Sunday of Easter. This is an opportunity for all

to pray for Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Life. “Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.
Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-

38). We remember young women and men throughout our country and diocese and pray they may be open to
hear and respond generously to the Lord's call to marriage, the single life, the priesthood, diaconate, religious
life, societies of apostolic life or secular institutes.

Prayer for Vocations

O Holy Spirit of wisdom and divine love, awaken in the hearts of the young, Your knowledge, understanding, and
counsel.

May they discover the vocation wherein they can best serve God to be of service to their sisters and brothers.
Inflame all young hearts with courage and grant them your peace.

Mary, Mother of our Saviour, and our Mother, pray for us.

Wisdom at the Cathedral: All are welcome at the Cathedral parish to hear Dr Patrick Kennedy present "Victor
Hugo's Les Misérables: A Catholic Novel?" for the next Wisdom at the Cathedral event on Wednesday, April 24,
2024 at 7.00pm. Patrick, whose doctoral research centred on the works of the great French author, will explore
ways in which we can engage with fiction in light of Catholic Wisdom. The talk and discussion time will go for an
hour in the parish centre and will be followed by a cup of tea. Entry by donation. For all enquiries please contact
Fiona Bradley at fionalouisebradley@gmail.com

Welcome L Tregea K Currell

Leaders R Hoffmann T O’Connor

Statue G Vogels A Vogels G Townsend

Reader K Currell J Mclnerney

P.O.F. J Mclnerney L Mclnerney

E.M.H.C. K Currell

Bulletin G Swierczek G Swierczek P Nicholson M Moloney
Slides A McMeel A McMeel A Vogels

Simpson Closed Assembly W&C 9:00 a.m. Mass 9:00 a.m.
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