[bookmark: _Hlk210730282][bookmark: _Hlk214360137][bookmark: _Hlk214360138]First Sunday of Advent ~ 30th NOVEMBER 2025 YEAR A



The Parishes of Apollo Bay, Cororooke and Colac
Our communities are located on Gulidjan and Gadubanud land and waterways. We acknowledge the traditional owners and pay our respects to their ancestors, saints of God who were the first people in this place to wonder about their creator and their place in the great cosmos. We pay our respects to their elders today. We commit to partnering with our first nations people in a true spirit of reconciliation. 

Apollo Bay 
Priest in residence: Fr Michael O’Toole
michael.otoole@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Apollo Bay Presbytery Phone: 03 5237 6782
Email: apollobay@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Leadership Team: John Higgins, Kevin Deviny,
Sr Margaret McGrath, Damian Carney, Sylvia Rennick
Parish Office: As for Colac 
Child Safety Officer: Roula Andreadakis 



727 Corangamite Lake Road Coragulac, VIC 3249
Email: cororooke@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Moderator: Lucy Darcy 
Leadership Team: Pat O’Shea, Jill O’Dowd, Michelle Gorwell, Marg Allan, Bronwyn Hickman & Delia Melville 
Supervising Priest: Fr Andrew Hayes
andrew.hayes@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Child Safety Officer: Gerard Douglas
St Brendan’s Primary School Coragulac
www.sbcoragulac.catholic.edu.au 	
Principal: Gerard Douglas 52331464 

				
Parish Office: 	3 Gellibrand St Colac Vic 3250  
Hours: 		Mon to Fri 8.30am – 12.30pm 
Phone:		03 52312177
Mail: 		PO Box 310 Colac Vic 3250 
Email: 		colac@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Priest: 	Fr Andrew Hayes
andrew.hayes@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Mandy Parker (Admin Officer):  
colac@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Leadership Team: Anne Picard-Drew, Michael Bergin, Brendan Scanlan, Essen Kent, Kevin Robarts, Maryanne McGannon, Jan Healey, Ronnie Adisor
Child Safety Officer: Mandy Parker 

www.smcolac.catholic.edu.au
www.shcolac.catholic.edu.au    
www.tcc.vic.edu.au     
saintscollege.vic.edu.au/colac
www.sbcoragulac.catholic.edu.au

	

Star of the Sea Apollo Bay 
Our Lady of Fatima Lorne
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Cororooke 
St Brendan’s Coragulac 
St Joseph’s Pirron Yallock
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Colac 
St Mary’s Colac 
St Peter’s Birregurra
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School		
Sacred Heart Primary School		
Trinity College 			
Saints College	
St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School	

Next Sunday  
2nd Sunday of Advent – Year A
Isaiah 11:1-10.  Romans 15:4-9.  Matthew 3:1-12.
Following Sunday
3rd Sunday of Advent – Year A
Isaiah 35:1-6.10.  James 5:7-10.  Matthew 11:2-11

First Sunday of Advent ~YEAR A

Reading 1                                                    Isaiah 2:1-5
This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come, the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it;
many peoples shall come and say:
"Come, let us climb the LORD's mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths."
For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Responsorial Psalm     122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,
"We will go up to the house of the LORD."
And now we have set foot
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Jerusalem, built as a city
with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD.
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
According to the decree for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
In it are set up judgment seats,
seats for the house of David.
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls,
prosperity in your buildings.
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
Because of my brothers and friends
I will say, "Peace be within you!"
Because of the house of the LORD, our God,
I will pray for your good.
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.




Reading 2                                       Romans 13:11-14
Brothers and sisters:
You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in rivalry and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.

Advent Alleluia                
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, show us your mercy and love.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel                                              Matthew 24:37-44
Jesus said to his disciples:
"As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away.

So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.
Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.
Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.

Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come."







In hi





Sunday Mass Times 					Colac this Week
Tues 2nd  	5pm Colac
Wed 3rd    	10am Colac
[bookmark: _Hlk210822088]Thurs 4th  	10am Colac
Fri 5th   	10am Colac
St Mary’s Rosary  each Thursday: 9.30am. 
Holy Hour  1st Tues each month:4-5pm.

Apollo Bay this Week   
Tuesday 5.30pm 
Wednesday 10am 
Thursday 10am 
No Friday Mass: 5th December

Colac 6pm Saturday Vigil Mass and 11am Sunday Mass 
Birregurra 2nd Sunday only 9am Mass			
Apollo Bay 11am Sunday Mass 				
Lorne 9am Sunday Mass			 		 
Pirron Yallock 1st Sunday only: 9.00am Mass  	 
Coragulac 1st Sunday: 10.30am – Lay-led Assembly  
2nd & 3rd Sunday: 9.30am – Lay-led Assembly
4th & 5th Sunday: 9.00am – Mass	

Recent Deaths: Moira Fleming 

Anniversaries: Jenny Paatsch, Wendy Darcy, Sr Stella Gleeson, s.g.s., Bernie O’Shannassy, Jake Inglis, Agnes Olney, Sr Mary Ellen Ryan, Vera Brown, Maree Brady, Lorraine Russell
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Cororooke News  
St Brendan’s: 7th Dec Lay Led @ 10.30am
Communion Minister: L McGuane Commentator: M Gorwell Reader: M McCarthy
Leaders: C Finlay & M O’Shea
St Joseph’s: 7th Dec Mass @ 9.00am Family: AM & A Oborne
Altar & Sacristy Duties – November
St Brendan’s: Community Clean
St Joseph’s: Convery-Oborne
Counters: C Finlay: 30 Nov/7 Dec.  Key for the safe, can be accessed from school office – see Grace

We keep in our thoughts and prayers all those who seek healing and wellness. May they feel valued and supported especially… Kathleen O’Donnell, Helen McCormick, Kerryn Williams, Claire Ryan, Doreen Brumby.

[bookmark: _Hlk213315982]Upcoming Dates:
2nd Dec: Knights of the Southern Cross Mass @ 5.00pm
24th Dec: Christmas Eve Mass, 7:30pm @ St Brendan’s, with Fr Andrew Hayes.
St Brendan’s Mission Day Many thanks to all the bakers and creators who donated to the Cake Stall. As usual the bidding was hot, and the children’s stalls had great bargains. The amount raised was an incredible $3334.00. Money will go to Caritas and the Good Samaritan Sisters to support their work in the Philippines.

Local News
· Congratulations to Violet Cooper on receiving her first Holy Communion and Confirmation. May she feel the blessings of the Holy Spirit and support of our community.
· Giving Tree: there will be a Christmas tree at Kerry’s shop, if anyone would like to donate non- perishables or gift cards. These will be distributed to local families who need some assistance at Christmas.
· We commend Denise McCarthy, Ann McCarthy and Donna Rice on their recent palliative care award.
· Congratulations to Bryan Allatt who won the over 80s doubles at the IFT Masters Tournament at Yarrawonga.
· Knights of the Southern Cross ‘Christmas’ Mass, Tuesday Dec 2nd at St Mary’s church, 5.00pm. Guest speaker: Fr Andrew Hayes

Mission Day - Good job St Brendan's on your Mission Day! Fr Andrew





Apollo Bay News  
Remembrance Service: Friday 5th December: 10.30am:
Our Lady Star of the Sea: Apollo Bay:  1-3 Nelson Street. Hosted by: Hall Funerals (Michelle) 
“A special pre-Christmas Service to remember those no longer with us, followed by Morning Tea kindly provided by Great Ocean Road Health. All welcome!  
Enquiries: Hall Funerals:  52 314244 or email info@hallfunerals.com.au by Monday 1st December.

Upcoming Dates:
Apollo Bay:  Christmas Eve 6pm; Christmas Day 9am.  Lorne:  Christmas Eve 6pm; Christmas Day 9am. APOLLO BAY & LORNE BANKING       1ST COLL BSB: 083585 ACC: 810967715     2ND COLL BSB: 033600 ACC: 230038





Colac News  
Upcoming Dates:
Choir Practices for Advent: On December 6th at 5pm & December 7th at 10am – all welcome.  
Christmas Masses 2025 Christmas Eve 6pm & 9pm.  Christmas Day 10am. 
The Knights of the Southern Cross are holding a Mass on Tuesday the 2nd of December at 5pm for the Intentions of the Order, followed by our Guest speaker is Fr. Andrew Hayes. 
**A reminder to members please bring a plate for supper afterwards Thank you

Crawford Family Group next lunch - City Bowls Club on the 11th Dec at 12 o’clock RSVP Catherine 0499022644 
Gleeson Family Group Our next outing is lunch at the Farmer's Arms Hotel Sunday 14th December at 12. 30.
Meet at St Mary's at 12 pm. Contact Winsome on 0427353203

Piety Stall 
New items and Christmas Cards have been added. Columban Calendars are still available for $10.

Vinnies Christmas Appeal 
This year we are looking for items for our Christmas hampers which will be given out from the 15th December onwards. These include Christmas groceries, such as Canned ham, Christmas pudding or Christmas Cake, Canned fruit and canned vegetable & short bread biscuits. What we could also use is long life custard, and jelly crystals, salad dressing, bon bons, serviettes, Christmas lollies. These items can be left under our Christmas tree from Sunday 1st December.

St Mary’s Church - Catering for Funerals. 
At St Mary’s Church Foyer: For more information, please contact Parish Office 52312177

Choir & Projectionist: - Cuppa Tea for Betty Daly – Choir Members to bring a plate – All Welcome.
Sunday 14th December after 11 am Mass.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival Prayer of Blessing for the Pilgrims
All-powerful God, you always show mercy toward those who love you and you are never far away from those who seek you. Remain with your servants on this holy pilgrimage to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival, and guide their way in accord with your will. Shelter them with your protection by day, give them the light of your grace by night, and, as their companion on the journey, bring them to their destination in safety. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Christmas Lunch 
Still thinking on this one. Happy to receive feedback after last Sunday's discussion at St Mary's.   

[image: ]Parish Name
"The Light of Christ" came in as a suggestion this week. It Is a good thought. We might be able to use the Apollo Bay Lighthouse as our logo and it would make for a great beginning to the Easter Vigil. 'Christ our light! Thanks be to God!"    
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