SACRAMENTAL LIFE & LITURGY

FIRST EUCHARIST 2016
Parents of children in Government Schools who

want their children to receive First Eucharist
during this coming year need to register at the
Parish Office by the Wednesday 3™ of Febru-
ary. A meeting for
parents ﬁmw@rUl = A
place on Monday ma.l n
of February to dis-=-. .\
cuss the om_ogm:o:ul\ x
of the Sacrament &ﬁ

Reconciliation  for
these same children on Friday 4™ of March.

will

THE SEASON OF LENT 2016

LENTEN GROUPS

If anyone who is willing to
lead a Reflection Group dur
-ing Lent please contact the
Parish Office on 5021 2872
before 22nd January so that
books can be ordered.

PARISH MISSION 2016

I extend an invitation to all Parishioners to partici-
pate in our forthcoming Parish Mission. Please try
to keep the following dates free. You may not be
able to attend all of the days or evenings, but
would highly recommend that you try to partici-
pate in some of the sessions as a means of some
personal renewal during the Season of Lent. All
sessions will take place in the Church. Morning
Sessions will be 10:00am — 12:00pm. Evening Ses-
sions will be 7:30pm — 9:30pm.

99

euer g

Session 1 Sunday 28" February
Jesus — who is he really?
Session 2 Monday 29" February
Jesus, Law and Conscience
Session 3 Tuesday 1™ March
Human Growth & Faith Growth
Session 4 Thursday 3™ March
Jesus, Church & Community
Session 5 Friday 4™ March
Jesus, Forgiveness & Reconciliation

The final session will include a Celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Visiting priests will
be available.
Fr. Michael

|

|

COMMUNITY LIFE & OUTREACH

m.>—~m¢<mrr FR. PETER _
On behalf of the whole Parish I extend a sincere |
| word of thanks to Fr. Peter Jose for the 18 30:5%
he has spent amongst us. I thank Peter for his gentle |
pastoral approach, and his willingness to do all :#:_
was asked of him. For his commitment especially to |
the elderly, the sick, and to St. Paul’s Primary _
School, I am particularly grateful, as well as his sup- |
port of the Indian Community here in Mildura.

' We wish Fr. Peter all the very best in his new ap-

pointment to the Parishes of Quambatook, Wyche- |

proof, Sea Lake and Ouyen, and trust that he has a

good CD player in his car as he will be needing it!
Fr. Michael

There will be a Syro Malabar (Indian
Rite) Mass this Sunday 17th January at
7pm. All welcome.

MISERICORDIAE VULTUS —
THE FACE OF MERCY

In 2016, we will share extracts from
the document Misericordine Vultus
(“The Face of Mercy”).

“We need constantly to contemplate
the mystery of mercy. It is a well-
spring of joy, serenity and peace. Our salvation depends
onit...”

(par 2, MV)

YOUTH

YOUTH GATHERING
Halls Gap, April 4th—
7th, 2016

w For young people aged

16 and over.
¢V

More information to
PARISH FINANCE

Follow.
Last week’s collections

1* Collection (support of Priests & Presbytery) $1264.30
2nd Collection (includes DD, CC & EFT) $2514.60
Loose Plate $ 474.15

ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIANS' YEAR
'OF ACTION

| Celeste Liddle
| At the end of 2014, the scene for Indigenous politics in 2015

was truly set: it was going to be a year of increased fight and “m

| protest for Indigenous rights.
' While it is rare to see a year where Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander people don't take to the streets to challenge

| government policies, Western Australian Premier Colin Bar- |

nett's announcement in November 2014 of the proposed clo- |

sure of remote communities led to a large scale movement.
If the idea of forcing Aboriginal people off their traditional

| lands was not enough to cause anger in the Aboriginal popu-
' lation, the comments made by the then Prime Minister and

Minister for Indigenous Affairs sealed the deal. Tony Ab-

| bott's suggestion that remaining connected with family and

community on lands with which you have an intense reli-

| gious connection going back several millennia was a mere

| lifestyle choice, which the Australian taxpayer was not obli-
gated to supplement, revealed that despite his stated interest

| in Indigenous affairs, he had a lot to learn.

| 'Selfish rabble'

[ SOS Blak Australia — a vast network of Indigenous activ-

ists started by Sam Cook — sprang into action. November

[ 2014 marked the beginning of an ongoing grassroots cam-

paign of protest to stop the forced closure of Aboriginal
communities. Throughout 2015, protests in Australia and

| across the world shut down major cities in order to highlight |
| the right for Aboriginal people to retain their communities.

In April this year, the crowds in Melbourne, bolstered by
solidarity campaigns from unions, political and community

| groups, swelled to over 4000 people. This CBD shutdown

| was so successful that it caused a traffic gridlock for several
| hours and led to Melbourne's Herald Sun labelling the pro-
| testers a 'selfish rabble' — a term which was

then humorously embraced by the movement.
While Barnett seemed to backpedal slightly on his proposal

| in May, both his words and Abbott's served as a reminder

that as Aboriginal people, rights to our lands and culture are
precarious, and continuously under threat by governments.

The fight must continue. It is certain that 2016 will see more |

sovereignty actions by Indigenous communities and their
supporters.

Speaking of sovereignty actions, after 15 months occupying
The Block, the Redfern Aboriginal Tent Embassy had a win
in August. The Tent Embassy had sprung up in protest to a

| development proposal greenlighted by the Aboriginal Hous-
| ing Corporation which did not include affordable housing

for Aboriginal people. This led to eviction notices (which
were defied) and court action against the Embassy.

The spokesman for Indigenous Affairs Nigel Scullion an-
nounced the development of 62 affordable dwellings for
Aboriginal people and congratulated the Tent Embassy for
its action and vigilance over such a prolonged period. It is
pleasing that this key urban Indigenous community will
thrive and continue its fight well into the future.

| Adam Goodes, boos bad

| This year also saw Adam Goodes hang up his football boots

after an incredibly successful playing career which was, un-
fortunately, tainted by a series of racist actions against him
during its final months.

__ Goodes, who holds the distinction of captaining the Sydney
Swans from 2009-2012, winning the Brownlow Medal

twice and being named Australian of the Year in 2014, at-
| tracted the ire of racist Australians when he dared to cause
| a young opposition fan to be ejected from the crowd after |
| she yelled a racial slur at him in 2013.

' This, coupled with the Australian of the Year announce-

' ment and his growing prominence in the Recognise cam-

| paign, led to Goodes being the target of racist actions by

' crowds, who continually booed him every time he took to

| the field. _

| Various non-Indigenous football figures and media com-

| mentators swore this targeting was not racism but rather

| just a normal part of football banter. However, when

' Goodes' post-football career as an ambassador for retailer

| David Jones was announced, the store's page was also

| flooded with racist slurs and calls to boycott, proving the

'slurs did not just exist within the confines of a game. _

' Throughout all this, Goodes continually showed class and

| stuck to his guns on issues of racism and is to be commend- |

| ed.

| Roadblocks to constitutional recognition .

1 2015 saw the idea of constitutional recognition for Aborigi-

| nal and Torres Strait Islander peoples make very little

| ground at all. Partly, this has been because Eocmr the gov- |

_ ernment continues to fund the Recognise campaign in order |
| to grow public support for a referendum, fundamental de- |
| tails such as the referendum questions and the form that this _

Soom::_o: will take are yet to be decided upon.

mE it is also partly due to the growing awareness of Indige-

| nous opposition to constitutional recognition for a range of |
| reasons, including the ongoing push for a treaty.

_ | Most recently, a Referendum Council was announced to

| oversee community consultations as the referendum details

_ are finalised. While many Aboriginal people welcome a

| broader consultation on this topic, it is clear that consensus

| within the community is far from being reached.

| A hope in 2016 is therefore that Indigenous voices and our

' debates on constitutional recognition will become front and

' centre in the discussion so that when Australia finally goes .
to the polls, they are making an informed decision based on |

' the rights of Indigenous people. Certainly, they should not |

' be making their decisions based upon the continued profil-
ing of conservative non-Indigenous voices.

' Watch this space

[ 2016 promises to be a year of continued action and protest

[ in Indigenous politics, building upon the many actions this
year. As was showed by the 2015 Closing the Gap Report, |

[ the disparities remain. While Indigenous people continue to |

| be the victims of government paternalism, to be incarcer- |

| ated at exorbitant rates, and to have to fight for the right to

| culture, land and community, they will continue to rally on

| the streets.

Here's hoping that 2016 sees a commitment to change and
| collaboration from mainstream Australia in order to start a |
| journey forward together.
| Celeste Liddle is an Arrernte woman living in Melbourne,
| the National Indigenous Organiser of the NTEU, and a
Sfreelance opinion writer and social commentator. She
| blogs at Rantings of an Aboriginal Feminist
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