
Sunraysia  Cathol ic  Communit ies    
Parish Office: 5021 2872  Fax: 5023 0337 

257 Eleventh Street  Mildura 
P.O. Box 10037 Mildura, Vic 3502 

Presbytery Mildura: 5022 9959 

Presbytery Red Cliffs: 5024 1966 

Parish House Merbein: 5025 2716 

mildura@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
                                             

 
 

Fr. Matthew Thomas PP           Fr. Pat Flanagan  

Parish Secretary:  Carmel Russo 

Office Hours: Tues - Fri 9:00am—4:00pm 

Sacred Heart   Our Lady of Lourdes        St. Francis Xavier     St. Joseph’s         Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
      Mildura               Werrimull                           Irymple           Red Cliffs                          Merbein 

SACRED HEART PARISH OFFICE 
Office is closed due to Stage 3 COVID-19 restrictions.  You 
can contact the Parish Office by phone 5021 2872 or email 
mildura@ballarat.catholic.org.au.  No mask NO ENTRY.  
   

Preferrably NO CASH for any payments as the safety of 
staff, volunteers and parishioners is our utmost concern. 
Carmel is happy to help with over the phone payments via 
EFT and now with the new CDFpay online portals for all 
Parishes:  Mildura, Merbein & Red Cliffs or  you can follow 
the links below:  
Mildura:  https://bit.ly/CDFpayMildura  

Merbein:    https://bit.ly/CDFpayMerbein   

Red Cliffs: https://bit.ly/CDFpayRedCliffs 
 

Please note:  All links have the option  to select Priest 
Support Presbytery (1st Collection)  

    20th Sunday in Ordinary Time / Year A 
16th August 2020 

Our Parish Schools 
Sacred Heart Mildura  Principal: Des Lowry 5023 1204 

St Paul’s Mildura  Principal: Vince Muscatello 5023 4567 

OLSH Merbein  Principal: Narelle Gallagher 5025 2258 

St. Joseph’s Red Cliffs  Principal: Mark Gibson 5024 1654 

St. Joseph’s Secondary College Mildura 

Principal: Marg Blythman 5018 8000 

MILDURA  
Anniversaries:   Domenico & Carmela Sergi, Betty & Gordon 
Menhennitt 
  

RED CLIFFS 
Recent Death:  Alida Smith 
Anniversaries:  Gwen O’Connor, Giuseppe & Maria D’Anna, 
Domenico & Caterina D’Anna, Giuseppe D’Anna, Cecilia &  
Domenica D’Anna, Vincenza Tassone  
 

MERBEIN 
Anniversaries: Frank Aston, Annunziata Monteleone, Alice  
Wagner, Giuseppe Capogreco, Kathleen Nicolaou, David  
McCarthy 
(Only immediate family members of the deceased are permitted to arrange anniversary 

Masses.) 

Newssheet:  Week 33 

The Sunraysia Catholic Communities are committed to ensure the safety of all children and vulnerable people in our care. 
Child Safety Officers:-  Mildura—Peter Issanchon, Merbein—Kevin Aston, Red Cliffs—Bernadette Gardner 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 
If you want a sick person prayed for, ask their permission.  Names will be  

included for the duration of one month after which family or friends can  

request more time. 

Mildura: Janelle Carney, Bill Antonie, Fr Denis Dennehy, 
Vince Alicastro,  Teresita Eliquen-Dy (Manila), Melita Suppa, 
Celia-Dy Dela Tena, Perla Tuionisio, Lily Chumg, Lorna 
Kearney,  Sandra McCarthy, Brian Ramsey,  Hailey  

Crossan, Geraldine Brunner, Albis Dy  

Merbein: Mary Avery, John Dorman  

Red Cliffs:  Sue Sherman, Bill Antonie, Martin Cameron, 
Maureen Lee, Edna Chua, Lily Flanagan, Barry Crosbie, 
Brendan Bell, Caterina Brizzi, Marie Adams, Reynaldo Chan, 
Albis Dy, Roman & Joe Dy, Robert & Elizabeth Young,   
Maurice O’Connor 

Bulletins are available for collection 
outside all main Church doors. 

Message from our Parish Priest 
Online Mass:   
We are again thankful to Robert Klarich who is able to, once 
again, setup live streaming of our  parish mass which will be 
screened on youtube from 5pm each Saturday. 
                                                                Matthew Thomas 

We acknowledge the commitment, 
 dedication and ongoing support of  
Kevin Schultz to the Knights of the 

Southern Cross, where on Tuesday 4th August he celebrated 
50 years as a member of the KSC and 40 years as secretary.  
Well done. 

FEAST DAY OF THE WEEK 
 

Sunday 16th August:  St Rocco 

This mysterious saint, who worked heroically 
during a plague in Italy, was said to have  

miraculously survived the disease himself, but 
then perished in prison falsely accused. 

https://bit.ly/CDFpayMildura
https://ballarat.cdfpay.org.au/details/?id=9
https://bit.ly/CDFpayRedCliffs
https://bit.ly/CDFpayMerbein
https://bit.ly/CDFpayRedCliffs


First Reading 
Is 56:1.6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for 
justice, act with integrity, for soon 
my salvation will come and my in-
tegrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached 
themselves to the Lord to serve him 
and to love his name and be his 
servants – all who observe the sab-
bath, not profaning it, and cling to 
my covenant – these I will bring to 
my holy mountain. I will make them 
joyful in my house of prayer. Their 
holocausts and their sacrifices will 
be accepted on my altar, for my 
house will be called a house of prayer for all the peo-
ples.  

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you! 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult  
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)    

Second Reading 

Rom 11:13-15. 29-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the 
pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being 
sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people 
envious of you, and in this way save some of them. 
Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the 
world, do you know what their admission will mean? 
Nothing less than a resurrection from the dead! God 
never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, 
and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, 
so those who are disobedient now – and only be-
cause of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy 
mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in 
their own disobedience only to show mercy to all 
mankind. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 
Mt 15:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Woman, you have great faith. 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of 
David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by 
a devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his dis-
ciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ 
He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up 
and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help 
me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, 
‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps 
that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus an-
swered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your 
wish be granted.’ And from that moment her daugh-
ter was well again. 

Reflection on the Gospel 
-Veronica Lawson RSM 

 
The gospels are written in Greek and much of the lan-

guage of the gospels has to be understood against a Greek phil-
osophical background. Today’s gospel story culminates in the 
healing of a “daughter” who may be a little girl or even a young 
woman. Her mother, the main character in the story, is known to 
Matthew’s community simply as a Canaanite woman, or in other 
words an indigenous woman. To some early Christian communi-
ties, she is Justa, so we might reasonably call her daughter Justi-
na.  

Justa comes to Jesus as he moves from Jewish territory 
into or close to non-Jewish territory. In the language of liturgy, 
she laments loudly and persistently for her daughter, for Justina 
is “severely tormented by a demon”. For the ancient Greeks, the 
antithesis of demonic possession or torment is human flourishing 
or well-being (eudaimonia). Eudaimonia means having a good 
guardian spirit as opposed to a malevolent spirit that impairs a 
person’s well-being and sense of self. Justina’s well-being is in 
jeopardy. Her distraught mother is an outsider to the “house of 
Israel” who is nonetheless familiar with Israel’s prayer of lament. 
She is a woman alone in public space, risking ridicule and rejec-
tion to find healing for her daughter. 

The immediate response to her plea is silence: Jesus 
“does not answer her a word”. Is he ignoring her cry for help? Is 
he simply stunned, taken aback at the vehemence of her re-
quest? Is he rendered speechless by the simple fact that she 
would cross the boundaries of gender and ethnicity in this way? 
Is he in awe at her courage and faith from the outset? All we 
know is that he says nothing and that the disciples tell him to 
send her away. He responds by defining the limits of his mission 
rather narrowly: he was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Justa is not deterred from her mission. She begs Jesus 
to help her and receives an explicit refusal in a confronting image 
that names his people as “the children” and hers as “the dogs”. 
She accepts his statement as a challenge and bests him in the 
exchange: “even the dogs eat the crumbs….”  

Jesus’ horizons are expanded by the persistence and 
insight of this woman. Justa’s great faith is affirmed and her 
daughter is healed. Justa is vindicated and Justina restored to a 
state of well-being or eudaimonia. Justina has her counterparts 
across the globe, especially in these troubled times of pandemic. 
The challenge for us is to be Justa in our times for the sake of all 
in the Earth community, human and other-than-human, whose 
well-being or eudaimonia is impaired by illness or fear or lack of 
access to the means to flourish.  


