
Our Finances 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  “The 
Spire” by email, please send us an email and we 
can add you to a list of subscribers; email us at; 
portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Presbytery Account 

 

Priest support: inc. EFT  $ 741.50 
 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account 

can be made electronically. Details are as follows:    

 
Account Name:  All Saints Presbytery Portland 

BSB:     083 526 

Account No.  24476 6002 

 

 

 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
 

Given last week, inc. EFT:  $ 3368.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and 

donations can be made electronically. Details are as 

follows:    
 

Account Name:  Portland Catholic Church 

BSB:   083 532 

Account No.  5159 81661 

Target $62,400 

Total YTD 2022/23    $ 51,174.03 

Total YTD 2021/22    $ 51,073.00 

Liturgy Rosters: 

Many thanks for your ministry in our Parish! 

 
 

This Weekend:  6th & 7th May 
 

Saturday: 6.00pm 

Reader:  D. Kierce 
Prayers:  J. Howman 
Minister   
Computer:  A. O’Brien 
 

Sunday:  10.30am 

Reader:  A. McIntyre 
Prayers:  K. Arnott 
Ministers:  D. Arnott 
Computer:  B. Dillon 
 
 

Next Weekend: 13th & 14th May 
 

Saturday: 6.00pm 
Reader:  D. Bennett 
Prayers:  D. Baudinette 
Minister   
Computer:  A. O’Brien 
 

Sunday: 10.30am 
Reader:  K. Loftus 
Prayers:  M. Picard 
Ministers:  M. McGennisken 
Computer:  Vol Please 
 
Following Weekend:  20th & 21st May 
 

Saturday: 6.00pm 
Readers:  D Bennett 
Prayers:  D Baudinette 
Minister   
Computer:  A. O’Brien 
 

Sunday: 10.30am 
Reader:  K Arnott 
Prayers:  J Sandeman 
Ministers:  D Arnott 
Computer:  A McIntyre 

 

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In 
Woolworth’s Car park) Phone: 5521 1587  

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need 
of good quality bric a brac or furniture.  
 

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. 
Thank you all for your ongoing support of 
Outreach.  
 

Outreach is open  
Monday             1pm - 3pm 
Tuesday     10am - 1pm 
Wednesday   10am - 3pm 
Thursday    10am - 3pm 
Friday    10am - 4pm  
Saturday   10am - 12pm 
 

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the 
Parish and we regularly need  Volunteers to give 
3 hours in the  mornings or afternoons.  
Please contact  Kate Howman 0428 235 218 
for further information. 

Prayer for Peace & Justice in Ukraine 
 

God of peace and justice, 
who change the hardened heart 
and break the power of violence, 

we entrust the people of Ukraine to you. 
 

Protect them in this time of peril; 
let them know not death but life, 

not slavery but freedom. 
 

You are Father of all; 
we are brothers and sisters. 

 

Give us the strength 
to live that truth in love, 

choosing peace not war. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

“The Spire“ 

All Saints’ Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saints’ Parish Office 
PO Box 210 Portland 3305 
 

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530 
 

email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
 

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm 
Friday by Appointment 
 

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 

Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website 

and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the 

land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our re-

spects to their Elders past present and emerging. We commit ourselves to the ongo-

ing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples. 

 

Weekly Services  09/05 to 14/05 
 
 

Tuesday:       5.00pm Mass 

 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass 
  
 

Thursday:  10.00am Mass  
 

     
Friday:        Funeral Mass 11.00am 
   Hazel Stevenson   
                
 

Saturday:     6.00pm Mass  
Sunday:   10.30am Mass           

 
 
 

Recent Deaths:  
 

Hazel Stevenson 
 

Anniversaries: 
 

Dot Grimshaw, Karl Mellbloom, John Van 
Gameran, Joan Rivett, Margaret Sherman, 
Clarrie Tonkin, Tom Ray, Olivia Lantry, Xavier 
Magavin, Fred Fish, Neave & Shelia Young. 
 
Prayer Requests:  

Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford,  Les Hildebrand,    
Lea-anne Bourke, Michelle Mutch, Deanne Atkinson,  
 

 
 

If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella at the 

Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may ask for 

names to be added: Thank you 
 

 

Baptisms and Marriages  
by appointment with Fr. Gregory Tait 
 

Sacrament of Penance  
1st Saturday of the month 10am  
or any other time by appointment 
with Fr Gregory 
 

Annual Mass Count 

The Annual Diocesan Mass Count will 
continue over the next four weekends 
of May.  Collectors please take note. 

 

 

7th May 
2023 

 

 

 

5th Sunday 
Easter 

 

Year A 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, 
your First Communion, at times of great celebration 
and at times of great sadness. By leaving a gift to 
your Parish in your Will, you will leave a legacy of 
faith – a legacy to help ensure that the mission and 
pastoral outreach that has been important to 
you  will continue both for today’s needs and for 
those of our children, our grandchildren and 
beyond. 

 

Palms Australia - Mission: Transform 
Lives - theirs...and yours  

Communities in Africa, Asia and the Pacific are 
seeking Australians from a variety of professions 
and trades to share their skills and knowledge with 
those who have few other chances for 
training.  Build enduring global relationships while 
assisting sustainable, self-reliant, community 
development.   

Explore 35 positions at https://palms.org.au/
current-opportunities/.    

On the website you can also see news including 
stories from those currently supported in Timor-
Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and 
Thailand.  Please enquire further about potential 
assignments for you or someone you know. 

Phone. 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567 

https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/


Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading Acts 6:1-7 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows 
were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full 
meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would 
not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to 
give out food; you, brothers, must select from among 
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the 
Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to 
them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved 
of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They 
presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. The word of the Lord continued to 
spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was 
greatly increased, and a large group of priests made 
their submission to the faith. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22 
 

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust 
in you. 
 

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is 
fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, with a ten-
stringed lute sing him songs. (R.) 
 

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful and all his works 
to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth with 
his love. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those 
who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in 
famine. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 1 Pt 2:4-9 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 
 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves 
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that 
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has 
made acceptable to God, may be living stones making 
a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay 
in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and 
the man who rests his trust on it will not be 
disappointed. That means that for you who are 
believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone 
rejected by the builders has proved to be the keystone, 
a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down. 
They stumble over it because they do not believe in the 
word; it was the fate in store for them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the 
praises of God who called you out of the darkness into 
his wonderful light. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

   

Gospel Acclamation Jn 14:6 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel Jn 14:1-12 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many dwelling places in my Father’s 
house; if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am now going to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a 
place, I shall return to take you with me; so that 
where I am you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you 
are going, so how can we know the way?’ 
Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 
 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and have 
seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the 
Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus 
to him ‘and you still do not know me? 
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak as from 
myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing this work. 
You must believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; believe it on 
the evidence of this work, if for no other 
reason. 
‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in 
me will perform the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, because I 
am going to the Father.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
© The Scripture quotations contained herein are adapted from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. 
All rights reserved.. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel 
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of 
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of 
the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 

rights reserved.   

 
Gospel Reflection  Greg Sunter 

The gospel readings for this week and next week shift the focus away from the resurrection and begin to set us up for 
the departure of Jesus from the earth – the Ascension – and the sending of the Holy Spirit – the Pentecost event.  

Today’s gospel passage comes from the very long Last Supper discourse in the gospel of John. When Jesus speaks 
about ‘going away’ for a time it could be interpreted as the period of his death and rising that are about to occur in the 
chronology of the story. However, the gospel of John is written a very long time after the death of Jesus; perhaps as 
much as 70 years after Jesus. Given this period of time between the events and the writing, we know that the writer 
was also referring to this longer time of Jesus ‘going away’. By the time of the writing of this gospel the early Christians 
were starting to come to terms with the fact that Jesus probably wasn’t going to return in their lifetime. They had seen 
the devastating destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Romans in 70CE which they thought had signalled 
the end of all time. However, here they were, still alive and still no sign of Jesus’ return.  

The theme of being present and being absent is very strong in this gospel. The discussion about Jesus and the Father 
being one is part of this theme. Jesus is God present in the world. God has come to dwell among the people. When 
Jesus speaks of preparing rooms in the Father’s house, it is a reference to preparing the disciples to ‘live’ in God; to 
dwell in God just as God has dwelt in the people.  

Historical Context – It is for the best… 

At the time of this gospel’s writing, some 70 years after the events it describes, amazing things have taken place in the 
early Christian community. Rather than everything falling apart with the death of Jesus, the message of Jesus has 
spread further than he himself could ever have accomplished. It is the departure of Jesus from their midst and the 
sending of the Spirit that really prompts the disciples to act on what they had experienced while Jesus lived among 
them. The gospel writer has Jesus saying that he has to go away so that the disciples can reach their potential.  

Scriptural context – The gospel of John  

The gospel of John is very different from the other three ‘synoptic’ gospels. The other three have a very narrative style 
and can be seen together as different recounts of the same events. Whilst the gospel of John also has some 
beautifully narrated stories, it is better known as a more theologically reflective piece of writing. It assumes that the 
readers of this gospel are already familiar with one or more of the others, so it doesn’t need to tell the story again. 
Rather, it presents a sweeping image of God, through Jesus, reaching out, in, through, and with love to the people.  

Living the Gospel – The Way, the Truth and the Life  

When Thomas asks, ‘we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus answers by saying, 
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.’ The reader of the gospel has known this truth all along from the opening line of 
the gospel, ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ Our aim, as 
Christian people, is to be one with God, not only by sharing in the resurrection but also in the way we live. Jesus 
makes clear that the way to be with God is by following his example.  

Questions for Reflection 

What is it that Jesus wants the disciples to trust in God about? What does the image of the many rooms in the 
Father’s house seek to convey?  How might Jesus have felt in reaction to the disciples' questions? What do we learn 
about the disciples from the questions asked by Thomas and Philip?  
© Greg Sunter 

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the 
author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

Praying with Pope Francis  

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is 
more than 170 years old.  Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks 
Catholics around the world to join him in prayer.  These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, 
encouraging faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service.  Praying each month ‘The Pope 
Video’ forms part of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org.  

Pope’s intention for May - for church movements and groups:  We pray that Church 
movements and groups may rediscover their mission of evangelisation each day, placing their own 
charisms at the service of needs in the world. 

Catholic Earthcare Australia “Action” online event 

Catholic Earthcare Australia is also hosting an online “Action’” event.  In two hours, participants will 
engage in ten actions, designed to help bring forth an integral ecology and care for creation.  All 
ten actions are in some way inspired by Laudato Si’ and can be done from the comfort of your own 
home.  The event will be held over zoom and is FREE!  This also will be a wonderful way to join 
with parishioners all over Australia.  Wednesday, May 17, 2023 from 4.00pm – 6.00pm 
AEST.  Bookings are essential at https://www.trybooking.com/CHVPE   

Portland Uniting Church Fellowship at U/C Church Percy St. 

A Ladies Social afternoon, Monday the 14th of May at 1.30pm, please come along to a musical 
themed gathering & afternoon tea to follow. Call Val Golding on 55232636. 

http://www.thepopevideo.org
https://www.trybooking.com/CHVPE

