
Anniversaries 

Maria Colombi, Fr Brendan Smith, Maxine 

Gasylard, Bill Hinton, Jean Webb, Betty 

Lescke, Margaret Bridgeland, Rosemary 

Pearce, Clem Kelly, Veronica Gleeson, 

Maude Dobelli, William Willocks,  

Marina, Catarina, Antonio & Phillip Milazzo 

Michael Considine, Mary McInerney, Bridget 

Maloney, James Spry,  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

  

 

  

Holy Family Parish Northeast Mallee 

Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday, 31 May 2020 

 Parish Priest: Fr Matthew Thomas 

St Mary’s Presbytery 62 Splatt St 

Po Box 71 Swan Hill, Vic 3585 

Phone: 03 5032 4144 

northeastmallee@ballarat.catholic.org.au  

 

Office Hours 

Tues, Thurs and Fri  

10am -2pm 

Parish Admin Officers: 

Glenda Klabbers 

Mary Kennedy 

Child Protection Officers: 

Damian and Karen Kelly 

 

Notices for Bulletin need to be received at the office 

by Wednesday morning. 

 

Incorporating the Catholic Communities of 

Sacred Heart Church, Culgoa 

St Michael’s Church, Lalbert 

St Joseph’s Church, Lake Boga 

St Joseph’s Church, Nandaly 

S’s Peter & Paul, Quambatook 

St Mary’s Church, Swan Hill 

St Mary’s Church, Sea Lake 

Schools within the Parish  
Primary  

St Mary’s Primary School Sea Lake 

Principal:  Kate Nunn 

47 Hannon Street, Sea Lake 

Ph: 03 5070 1272 

Principal@smsealake.catholic.edu.au 

St Mary’s Primary School Swan Hill 

Principal: Kate Quin 

2 Murlong St Swan Hill 

Ph. 03 5033 2541 

principal@smswanhill.catholic.edu.au 

Secondary  

 St Mary MacKillop College 

Principal: Michelle Haeusler 

53 McCrae Street, Swan Hill 

Ph: 5032 9771 

Principal@mackillopsh.vic.edu.au 
 

 

 

Weekday Masses 

Monday: No Mass   

Tuesday:   No Mass   

Wednesday: No Mass   

Thursday: No Mass   

Friday: No Mass   

  

 

Recent Deaths 

Joan Haeusler 

Sick List    

Jarrod Crimmins, Jack Donohue,  

Sean Carroll,. Ronald Duryea, Jude Lewis,  

Yvonne Annan, Sarah Kenny, Michael Bourke  

Chris Hall 

 

Child Safe Church  
Here in the Parish of Holy Family North 

East Mallee follow the Child Safe Standards 

outlined by the Victorian Government and 

we also implement procedures and 

standards as directed by the Ballarat 

Diocesan Office 

 

 

 

 Parish Prayer  
 

 

God our Father, 

Through the intercession of the  

Holy Family our patron, we pray that 

you bless this parish so that we  

may love you more. 
 

Help parents to be a good example to 

their children and our youth to grow in 

strength as good Christians. 

Encircle our families with your loving 

care; to the sick and the weak grant 

health; to the aged bring serenity; and 

to those in sorrow joy. 
 

May we grow stronger in faith and may 

our love for one another become 

deeper in our daily life. Amen. 

 

Saints / Feast Days 

This Week 

Mon: Mary Mother of the Church 

Tues: St Marcellinus and St Peter 

Wed: St Charles Lwanga & Companions 

Thurs: St Francis Caracciolo 

Fri: St Boniface 

             Sat: St Champagnat, St Norbet 

 

 
 

 

Finances 

1st Collection (Support Clergy) 

 

2nd Collection (Parish Support) 

Including C/Cards and D/Debt 

 

Thank you for your generous contribution to 

the running of the parish and the support of 

our priests 

 

During these difficult times your continued 

donations to the presbytery and parish 

support are greatly appreciated.  

If you wish to drop off your stewardship 

envelopes please leave under door at Parish 

office or drop off on a Tuesday or Friday. 

 

 

 

Fr Matt’s Move to Mildura 

The date for the Fr Matthew to 

depart and the arrival of Fr James 

has beens set for Monday 1st June.  

As we are unable to have a 

farewell gathering at this time we 

will arrange for Fr Matt to return 

and have a farewell gathering in 

the communities later in the year .  
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What can I do during this time of 

Covid19? 
With some easing of restrictions please 

keep being safe and social distancing as 

we are not over it yet.  Don’t forget the 

elderly and vulnerable in your area. Keep 

checking in daily to make sure they are 

ok. If you can assist in any way eg 

shopping,collecting medication etc, this 

can allieviate some stress and arrange to 

leave it at their door when task is 

finished. 

The Parish Collections  

We have had people enquire about how 

they can contribute to the normal 

collections. 

The First Collection - This looks after Fr Matt 

and the running of the Presbytery, this 

collection is normally taken up first and in the 

past has been via cash, with the current 

situation you may wish to contribute to this 

by either dropping money into the office on a 

Tues or Fri or you can direct debit to the 

account. Account Name Holy Family Parish 

 BSB- 083874 Account 30-816-7018  

 

The Second Collection- this is for the running 

of the parish, most people either use plan 

giving envelopes or direct debit, if you would 

like to contribute to this one the details are  

Name: Holy Family Parish BSB 083874

 Account  30-806-2531 

If using direct deposit, please make sure you 

put your name in the reference box. 

 

 

Week of Prayer and Christian Unity 2020 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Australia will be 

observed from May 24-31, 2020 in the week between Ascension 
and Pentecost.  This year’s theme, “They showed us unusual 
kindness” (Acts 28:2), calls us to move from shared prayer to 

shared action and remembers the historic shipwreck of Paul on 
the island of Malta.  It calls us to a greater generosity to those in 
need.  Resources are now available at the website The Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity.  
 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 

What was different about Jesus breathing the Spirit on the disciples 
and the Pentecost experience? 

What was significant about the disciples being heard to speak in many 
different languages? 

Why might Pentecost sometimes be regarded as the birth of the 
Church? 

Have you ever had an experience of being aware of the Spirit’s 
presence/action? 

Where in your life could you use the guidance and strength of the 
Spirit? 

 

 

The Ballarat diocesen website has a 

list of links for Mass on line, 

resources for things like Sacred 

Space:  10 minute prayer and 

reflection, pray at home, pray as you 

go are just a few of the links as well 

as activities to do as a family so head 

over to www.ballarat.catholic.org.au  

and discover what is on offer 
 

 

https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources/wopcu
https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources/wopcu
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
http://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/


     

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 

The Bush Fire of Pentecost 

As summer progresses in Australia, invariably great bushfires break out. Those who report the infernos speak not 
only of the flames, but often of a mighty roar like a great windstorm heralding the approaching fire. 

The earth had quaked at the death of Jesus, but death had been conquered and the earth was supercharged with 
divine energy and vitality. Into all this the Risen Lord sent his Holy Spirit like a lightning strike. Divine energy was 
unleashed and St Luke portrays this particular event in our bushfire terms. The Holy Spirit, he says, was ‘like 
tongues of fire’ and ‘like the sound of a mighty wind’ accompanying the descent of the Holy Spirit on a gathering 
of a fearful group of followers of Our Lord.  

The tangled undergrowth of fear, anxiety and timidity was cleared away. The new life of the church was 
germinated, took root and has been growing ever since, listening to the core message preached by St Peter: Jesus 
of Nazareth had conquered death and Peter and others were witnesses to the Risen Lord.  

We could pause for a moment to pray for the successor of St Peter that he may preach the resurrection in a way 
which is understandable by people of every culture, every ethnicity, every language group around the world. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
Rev Prof Michael Tate graduated in Law from the University of Tasmania in 1968, and in Theology from Oxford University in 1971. He lectured at the University of 
Tasmania from 1972-78, being Dean of the Faculty of Law in 1977-78. He was a Senator for Tasmania from 1978-93, being Federal Minister for Justice from 1987-93. He 
served as Ambassador to The Hague and the Holy See from 1993-96. He then returned to Australia and was ordained in May 2000 and has been a parish priest in the 
Archdiocese of Hobart since then. He is currently Vicar General in the Archdiocese and is an Honorary Professor of Law at the University of Tasmania where he lectures in 
International Humanitarian Law. 
 

REFLECTION– by Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart 

Pentecost is called the birthday of the church because before Pentecost, there really was no church. Jesus had 
ascended back into the heavens, the Apostles were hanging around, scared and confused, and nobody knew 
what to do. Going out to baptise people and preach about Jesus was the last thing they had in mind because 
their lives would be in danger. 

But Pentecost celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit – the force that turned a bunch of frightened, mixed-up 
folks into church. There was a rush of wind, tongues of fire, and then suddenly there was courage, knowledge, 
direction and commitment! Everyone started speaking and was understood, no matter what the language of the 
listener was! These were saints suddenly on fire with the Holy Spirit. And it all began with the wind and fire of 
the Spirit. 

What changes in you do you wish the Spirit could blow your way? How can you cooperate with the Spirit? In 
what ways do you need more courage, knowledge, direction or commitment? What else might you need? 

In what ways are you and your parish like the disciples before Pentecost? In what ways are you and your parish 
like the disciples after Pentecost? 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading Acts 2:1-11 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all 
met in one room, when suddenly they heard what 
sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of 
which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; 
and something appeared to them that seemed like 
tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on 
the head of each of them. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as 
the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from 
every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all 
assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men 
speaking his own language. They were amazed and 
astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking 

are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us 
hears them in his own native language? Parthians, 
Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, 
Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round 
Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome – Jews and 

proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them 

preaching in our own language about the marvels of 
God.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30 
 

(R) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face 
of the earth. Alleluia. 

 

Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are, 
How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of 
your riches. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the 
dust from which they came. You send forth your spirit, 
they are created; and you renew the face of the earth.  
 

May the glory of the Lord last for ever! May the Lord 
rejoice in his works! May my thoughts be pleasing to 
him. I find my joy in the Lord.  
(R) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face 

of the earth. Alleluia. 
 

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians: 
 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the 

influence of the Holy Spirit. 
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to 
the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in 
different people, it is the same God who is working in 
all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is 
given to each person is for a good purpose. 
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many 
parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though 
many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one 
Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, 
slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to 
us all to drink. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Jn 20:19-23 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors 
were closed in the room where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and 

showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
      After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
     ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 For those whose sins you forgive, they are   
forgiven: for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 

 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
  First Reading: Ex 34:4-6. 8-9 
 Second Reading: 2 Cor 13:11-13 

 Gospel: Jn 3:16-18 
 
 

 
 

Can you name the gifts and the fruits of the 

Holy Spirit?  

 

      

      

      

      

      

       

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & 

Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of 

the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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