
 

Our Sick: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Damian Brick, Carmel Densley                                                           

Anniversaries in November: Haigh Smethurst, Anthony Allan, Frank Flemming, 
Ben Tannerhill, Lucy Dwyer, Carolina Gagel, Joe Vogels, Corry Vogels, Margaret 
Dundon, Ted Stokes, Jack Hunt, Trudy Arnold, Paul Brick, Pat Delaney, Matthew 
Hunt, Jeffrey Tregea  

Recently Deceased: Mary McVilly Requiem Mass 11:00am 13th November St Brendan’s Cobden. 

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the 
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God." 

In biblical times, people wed at a young age with marriages arranged by the fathers of the couple. The 
betrothal took place in early youth and was a legal marriage, although the woman remained in her 
father’s house. 

 The wedding took place at a later stage when the bridegroom would come at a pre-arranged time to 
the parental home of the bride, and the betrothed woman, accompanied by a colorful procession went 
to the house of the groom where a feast would be held for all. 

 Jesus uses this scenario in a parable about the kingdom which he both proclaimed and inaugurated in 
word and deed. The ten bridesmaids awaiting the coming of Christ in glory at the end of time. The 
kingdom is among us but what is our approach to the second coming of Christ? Are we enthusiastically 
living a life of faith and bearing witness to our belief by incarnating the values of Jesus. 

 Do we, like some in the Thessalonian community, passively await the coming of the fullness of God’s 
kingdom. Mindful of the brokenness evident in our world do we merely cling to the hope that things can 
change for the better? 

 All the bridesmaids in the parable fall asleep, but wake at the coming of the bridal party. However, 
there is a degree of consternation as only half have thought to provide themselves with extra oil. The oil 
symbolises our willingness to invest daily in deepening our relationship with the Lord and serving the 
community. 

 We cannot expect to drift gently into eternal salvation. We must realize the necessity and urgency of 
witnessing and living the gospel, and of being spiritually and morally awake all the days of our lives. 

 Like the bridesmaids, it is time for each of to take stock of our personal situation as well as the situation 
of our community and our society. Perhaps there is a need to undertake a renewal of our lives. How do 
we do this? Perhaps it is through a renewed commitment to prayer. Perhaps it is by taking steps to 
enhance out biblical and theological literacy. Perhaps it is through a commitment to become more 
engaged in the life of our parish community. Perhaps it is by an undertaking to grow our relational skills 
in the service of our family. Perhaps it is by choosing to join a group who work with those on the 
margins of our society providing them with food, shelter, and the necessities of life. 

 There are many ways of growing our commitment to make a difference in the lives of those we love, to 
contribute more to our community and to renew our spiritual life. This commitment requires us to take 
stock of our lives, to reflect on the vision of the ‘kingdom of God’, and to actively and strategically plan 
how we will change so that the door to the heavenly banquet will be open for us.   

 Michael A Kelly CSsR 
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 First Reading: 
Wisdom 6:12-16 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Wisdom is found by those who look for it. 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 
By those who love her she is readily seen, 
and found by those who look for her. 
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. 
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 
you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; 
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. 
She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her 
and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 

       Responsorial Psalm:  
Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2 
(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long;  
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.) 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.  
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 

3. So I will bless you all my life,  
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

4. On my bed I remember you.  
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.) 

 

 Second Reading:  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus. 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure that you do not 
grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
and that it will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can tell 
you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not 
have any advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will 
call out the command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have died in Christ 
will be the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together 
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with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as 
these you should comfort one another. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.  

 

  Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation)  
Matthew 24:42. 44 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: 
you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 

 

 Gospel:  
Matthew 25:1-13 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five of them were sensible: 
the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of 
oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at 
midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids 
woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your 
oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; you had 
better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he 
replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because you do not know either the day 
or the hour.’ 

‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you 
are all brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in 
heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the 
Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and 
anyone who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord...All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) 

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal 
An estimated 1 million people have been displaced in Gaza with immediate food, shelter, health and 
psychosocial needs.  “This is a period of incredible turmoil and sadness. The escalation of violence has 
only exacerbated needs for the people in Gaza and West Bank, who already live in dire conditions. We 
are working with our partners on the ground to provide comprehensive and critical support to over 
17,000 families affected by this devastating conflict.”  Sally Thomas, Humanitarian Lead, Caritas 
Australia.  With your support, there will be aid to help partners on the ground to assist people displaced 
and affected by the current conflict.   Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal - scan or 
click the QR code. Link: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/ 



Timboon 

2023 

12th November              

Assembly W&C 9:00 

a.m. 

19th November            

Mass 9:00 a.m 

26th November             

Assembly W&C 9:00a.m. 

Welcome  G Vogels L Tregea K Currell 

Leaders A  Vogels J McInerney  E. & T O’Connor 

Statue G Delaney K Currell P & C Martin 

Reader P Nicholson E O’Connor A Vogels 

P.O.F. T O’Connor R Hoffmann J McInerney 

E.M.H.C. P Martin  L McInerney 

Bulletin  P Nicholson M Moloney P Nicholson M Moloney P Nicholson M Moloney 

Slides A McMeel A McMeel A McMeel 

Simpson  
Assembly W&C 9:00 

a.m. 
Closed 

Assembly W&C 9:00 

a.m. 

Anointing Mass Wednesday 22nd November at St Joseph’s church Timboon at 11:30 a.m.. 

Refreshments to follow in the church foyer. 

Prayer for Prison Sunday 
Let’s think of our incarnated brothers and sisters, 

and let’s think about the tenderness of God for them, 
and pray for them so that they may find, 

in that window of hope, 
a way out toward a better life. 

Pope Francis  

Remembrance Day and final viewing - Faith at War 
The Ballarat Catholic Diocesan Commission archives currently displays an exhibition 

which explores priests from the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat who served during WWI, 

WWII, in Vietnam and Afghanistan.  Priests that enlisted from the diocese could serve as 

Chaplains either in the Australian Army, Australian Royal Air Force or the Australian Roy-

al Navy.  Other priests worked at RAAF bases at Ballarat, Hamilton and Nhill where they 

served men and women working for the AIF.  To commemorate Remembrance Day 

2023, the “Faith at War” exhibit will remain on display until Monday, November 13, 

2023.  People wishing to visit the archives can by appointment only Monday to Friday. 

Alternatively, people can view the display online via the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat website https://

www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-agencies-2/stewardship/diocesan-historical-commission/faith-at-

war-and-the-priests-who-served-from-the-catholic-diocese-of-ballarat/ .   To visit the archives please 

contact the archivist by email  archives@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Synthesis Report of the Synod, “A Synodal Church on Mission”                                               
Members of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops adopted a Synthesis Report, 
“A Synodal Church on Mission.” This is not a final document but an instrument in the service of ongoing 
discernment.  Read and/or download the report  https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/Synthesis-Report-Session-1-Oct-2024.pdf 

https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-agencies-2/stewardship/diocesan-historical-commission/faith-at-war-and-the-priests-who-served-from-the-catholic-diocese-of-ballarat/
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-agencies-2/stewardship/diocesan-historical-commission/faith-at-war-and-the-priests-who-served-from-the-catholic-diocese-of-ballarat/
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-agencies-2/stewardship/diocesan-historical-commission/faith-at-war-and-the-priests-who-served-from-the-catholic-diocese-of-ballarat/
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