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Liturgy of the Word
2 Samvuel 7:1-5, 8-12,14,16

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

First Reading

71 Now when the king was settled in his house, and

the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, |
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays
in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan: 8 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says

the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in2
8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the Lord of hosts: | fook you from the pasture,
from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; ?and | have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and
| will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. 10 And | will appoint a place for
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from
the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel;
and | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover,
the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a
house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down
with your ancestors, | will raise up your offspring after
you, who shall come forth from your body, and | will
establish his kingdom.

14] will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
When he commits iniquity, | will punish him with a rod
such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human
beings

16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for
ever before me;lcl your throne shall be established for
ever.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2

(R.) For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.

1. 1 will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all
ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.

Of this | am sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your
truth is firmly established as the heavens. (R.)

2. 'l have made a covenant with my chosen one; |
have sworn to David my servant:

| will establish your dynasty for ever and set up your
throne through all ages.’ (R.)

3. He will say to me: ‘You are my father, my God, the
rock who saves me.’

| will keep my love for him always; for him my covenant
shall endure. (R.)

Romans 16:25-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Second Reading

1625 Now to God who is able to strengthen you
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made known to alll

the Gentiles, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of

faith 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, fo
whom be the glory for everl Amen.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial

| am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be
done.

Alleluial

Luke 1:38

Luke 1:26-38

From the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Gospel

126 |n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin's name was

Mary. 282 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings,
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29 But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over
the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel,
‘How can this be, since | am a virging’ 35 The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said fo
be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with
God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’
Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Christmas Hampers
2023:

Through our Parish Outreach
and your individual
contributions, we have
provided meat tray vouchers to
accompany the Christmas
hampers that have been distributed in
December by the Portland Branch of the
Salvation Army.

This is an important partnership that we have
been involved in for many years. This year we
provided 209 Meat Trays to accompany the
Hampers to local families in need.

A Total of $6,270.00 was provided jointly by
Parishioner contributions of $1,324.00 and
$4,946.00 from our Outreach Funds. Many
thanks for your generosity.

Gospel Reflection for 4th Sunday in Advent by Greg Sunter.

We have reached the final Sunday in the season of Advent — a time of preparing ourselves to recognise and
celebrate Christ’s presence in the world, both historically and in an ongoing, timeless way. This week's gospel
account of the Annunciation is an ideal culmination to this season as we recall Mary's emphatic ‘Yes' to all
that was being asked of her. At the end of the Advent season of reflection and preparation to recognise
Christ’s presence in the world and in our lives, what better response could there be than to simply say, ‘Yes'?

In a world that is driven by selfishness and the drive to push one’s self ahead of others, Mary’s selfless act
stands as a challenge to our modern society. Even in her own time, Mary’s decision must have been an enor-
mously difficult one — one that had the potential to bring great shame on herself and Joseph. Yet, her decision
is made swiftly and in faith. She trusts God absolutely and gives her life over into God's hands. That is perhaps
the supreme act of faith; fo say ‘Yes' to God so completely that you are prepared to hand over direction and
conftrol of your own life.

Few of us tend to be visited by angels who lay out God's plan for us as clearly as Gabriel did for Mary. For most
of us, it is a challenge to discern God'’s desire for us; to realise what it is that we are called to do and then give
ourselves fully to that call. In the hustle and bustle of life, it is difficult to hear anything that God may be trying
to ask of us. Perhaps the example of Mary's ‘Yes' is a reminder to be still enough to hear the question in the
first placel

Scriptural context

Throughout the gospel of Luke, great importance is placed on the people in society who were regarded as
the ‘lesser ones’. The mission of Jesus, as described in Luke's gospel, is directed towards those who were unim-
portant in the eyes of society. In first century society, women were regarded as much less in status than men.
So it is significant that the first revelation of Jesus is made to a woman, Mary. The angel Gabriel announces
that Mary has won God's favour. For a woman to win God's favour would have been unimaginable to many
Jews at the time, yet, through this woman God was revealed in human form.

Have you thought? What about Joseph?

Luke’s account of the Annunciation (and indeed much of the infancy narrative) focuses its attention on Mary.
But what of Joseph? How does he react to the news that his befrothed wife is pregnant2 By Jewish Law and
fradition, Mary could well have been stoned to death if Joseph had denounced her. Even if Joseph allowed
people to think that he was the father of her child, this would have caused an enormous scandal — a breach
of the sanctity of the betrothal vow. However, foreshadowing the compassion of Jesus himself, Joseph acts
purely out of compassion and confinues with his marriage to Mary.

Different View - Virgin births

Some critics of Christian tradition argue that the account of the virgin conception and birth of Jesus is merely
a literary device used to give status to Jesus' birth. At the fime, it was not an uncommon device to accord a
significant figure a heroic or even virginal birth. In Greek, Egyptian and even Roman legend, several charac-
ters are credited with virgin births. Some authors point to the fact that it is only the gospels of Matthew and
Luke and none of the earlier writings that portray Mary as a virgin. The argument suggests that assigning Jesus
a virgin birth was an attempft to place Jesus alongside other historical and legendary figures as a person of
great status.

Questions for personal reflection.

1 What message is conveyed by Mary's ‘Yes' to God in today's gospel?

2. How do you think Mary's family and friends may have reacted to her news?2
3. To what aspects of your life do you need to say ‘Yes'?

4 In what way, or in what direction, are you called by God?

Leaning Moments.

Spend some time in silent reflection thinking about what it is that God calls you to be and how God wants you
to live your life.

© Greg Sunter
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