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Dear Friends,
The dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus points to the reality of the cross. Jesus summarizes his preaching, his
ministry and his whole life. Jesus accepts the will of God wholeheartedly, carries and dies on the cross for the
salvation of the whole of humanity. Through his sacrifice on the cross, he shows to us how much he loves us.
When lifted up on the cross, he recalls how the people of Israel grumbled against God and Moses in the desert and
many of them were bitten by snakes to death. God instructed Moses to make a bronze serpent and mount it on a
pole, so that anyone who had been bitten could look at it and recover.
Here Jesus is referring to the Old Testament incident to convey his message of salvation. Exalted to glory at his
cross and resurrection, he promises healing for all. He is confident that he would draw all people to himself.
Hence, we are invited to share in Jesus’ glory, but first we must partake in his agony. We are called to be a people
of God and faith. So we must then believe and accept Jesus as our messiah and Saviour. Our call is to follow Jesus
and carry our cross in our witnessing life. If we stand firm against the hardships, challenges and suffering that may
come in our witnessing life, then our journey leads to share the resurrection and eternal life with Jesus.
Neville.

Jean McMeel

She played the organ, held bible study/reflections groups in her home. She was in Centacare and was on the Parish
Leadership Team.

Jean was Parish Moderator for a number of years and supported any young person whether or not he/she was rep-
resenting our Parish and took Senior RE classes in High School.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Nikayla Oto Mulliawan will approach her first Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass on March 17™. All are wel-
come to stay for the short ceremony.

Pope’s intention for March — for new martyrs: Let us pray that those who risk their lives for the Gospel in various
parts of the world might imbue the Church with their courage and missionary drive. Lord, hear us.

Palm Sunday Walk for Justice and Peace - March 24, 2024 The focus this year is on the impact of war where
people have been forced to flee to seek places of refuge within their own country (internally displaced) or as ref-
ugees and asylum seekers to other countries. The program will commence at 10.30am at the Parliament Gar-
dens (Spring Street/Albert Street, Melbourne) with an interfaith segment and prayers for peace, followed by
speeches/presentations from 11.00am and the Palm Sunday ‘Walk for Refugees’ concluding by 12.00noon.

Our Sick: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Damian Brick, Peter Brick,
Carmel Densley, and Des Free.

Recent Death: Brian Davison, Hayley Fyfield, Jean McMeel

Anniversaries in March: Charles Boyle, Jeff Lathouwers, Michael Dodd,
Matthew Delaney, Robert Maslin, Mary O’Keefe, Coleman O’Keefe, Brian
Smith, Perc Roberts, Carmel O’Connor, Paul Couch, Geoff Gale, Martin Van
Duynhoven, Park Conheady, Barry Risdale, Kathleen Noonan, Herman
Dickmann, Albert Van Es, Rose McMeel, Maria Townsend, Frank Vogels,
Riley Hutchinson, Mary Pouw, Jessie Gibblett, Carmel Bruce

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God."




LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 10th Mar 2024

Fourth Sunday of Lent Year B

First Reading:

2 Chronicles 36:14-16. 19-23
A reading from the second book of Chronicles

The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people.
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful
practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem.
The Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he wished
to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they despised his words,
they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that there
was no further remedy.

Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its
palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to
Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how
the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its
sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its
desolation.’

And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken through
Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation and to have it
publicly displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple in
Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God be with him! Let him

”

go up.
The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:

Ps 136.R. v.6
(R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever | forget you!

1. By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung our harps. (R.)

2. For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)

3. O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If | forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither! (R.)

4. O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if | remember you not,
if | prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys! (R.)




Second Reading: epnesians 2:4-10

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.
God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he
brought us to life with Christ — it is through grace that you have been saved — and raised us up with him and gave
us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.

This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is
in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a
gift from God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art,
created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) John 3:16
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel: Jonn 3:14-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

God sent his Son into the world that we might be saved through him.
Jesus said to Nicodemus:

‘The Son of Man must be lifted up

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,

so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much

that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world

not to condemn the world,

but so that through him the world might be saved.

No one who believes in him will be condemned;

but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already,
because he has refused to believe

in the name of God’s only Son.

On these grounds is sentence pronounced:

that though the light has come into the world

men have shown they prefer

darkness to the light

because their deeds were evil.

And indeed, everybody who does wrong

hates the light and avoids it,

for fear his actions should be exposed;

but the man who lives by the truth

comes out into the light,

so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’

The Gospel of the Lord...All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)
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The Diocese of Ballarat will turn 150 on March 30, 2024. During this year there will be many events to
acknowledge this significant anniversary. Keep up-to-date at the diocesan website https://
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/our-diocese/150th-anniversary-of-the-diocese-of-ballarat/

Logo: The logo for the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Ballarat will feature on correspondence and
events relating to the anniversary as well as on the candle and prayer card. It was prepared by a committee con-
vened by Bishop Paul. The design incorporates the diocesan logo and the bough of a tree drawn by Sr Anne
McMillan rsm in 1985. The words Anne had used with this drawing were, “If | keep a green bough in my heart,
the singing bird will come”. It is an old Chinese proverb, which could be interpreted as a reminder to keep hope
alive and a call to open our hearts to all. The bough of a tree symbolises growth, interconnectedness and life.
The leaves could symbolise the communities, the parishes, the people of the diocese.

Text: The text Communities: Remember, Revitalise, Hope reflects various aspects of the anniver-
sary: The word “Community” highlights the fact that a diocese is essentially a community drawn together by
Christ, a large community made up of many local communities. The word “Remember” refers us to the history of
the diocese. In this remembering, we acknowledge the strengths and weaknesses of that history, celebrating the
achievements and recognising the failures to live our Christian faith to the full. The word “Revitalise” calls us to
invest ourselves in bringing new life to the community today. The word “Hope” encourages us to look forward to
the future with confidence in God.

Scripture: The Scripture verse chosen for the 150th anniversary year reflects various elements of our
vocation as a Christian community. “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Romans 12:12). The
words are drawn from a passage in St Paul’s letter to the Romans in which the apostle lists qualities appropriate
for a community inspired by Christ. As the years go by, the community experiences times of trial as well as times
of gladness. Through it all, their trust in Christ makes them joyful in hope and patient in affliction. They recognise
that they need God’s help in all they do and so they are faithful in prayer, seeking God’s help day by day.

Mass of the Oils livestream:
This year the Mass of the Oils will be livestreamed at https://youtube.com/live/SdivlIKiHSs?feature=share
Lent programmes: Timboon 10:30 a.m., Stations of the Cross 12:00 p.m.

Project Compassion 2024 — Fourth Sunday of Lent: Meet Memory &Iﬂf Caritas
As the eldest child in a low-income farming family in rural Malawi, Memory faced many WA AUSTRALIA
barriers to her education. But, with the support of Caritas Australia, she enrolled in a .
technical school and became the first female carpenter in her village. PR OJECT '*-__ ,-'
Please donate to Project Compassion. Egm#gﬁﬁ!ﬂgﬂﬂ
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a
better tomorrow for all future generations.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available
from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.
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