
Our Parish Finances 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  
“The Spire” by email, please send us an 
email and we can add you to a list of  
subscribers 

Presbytery Account 
 

Priest support, inc eft: $392.60 
 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery 
account can be made electronically.  
Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   
 
All Saints Presbytery Portland 
BSB:     083 526 
Account No.  24476 6002 
 

 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your 
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at 
times of great sadness. By leaving a gift to your 
Parish in your Will, you will leave a legacy of faith – a 
legacy to help ensure that the mission and pastoral 
outreach that has been important to you  will 
continue both for today’s needs and for those of our 
children, our grandchildren and beyond. 

Liturgy Rosters: 

Many thanks for your ministry in the Parish 
 

This Weekend: Easter Weekend 
30th & 31st March 
Saturday Easter Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  M Picard, K Arnott, D Bennett 
Prayers:  M Kearney 
Minister  D Arnott 
Computer:  A O’Brien 
 

Easter Sunday:  10.30am 

Reader:  P Couttie 
Prayers:  Volunteer Please 
Minister:  Di Kierce 
Computer:  B Dillon 
 
 

Next Weekend: 6th & 7th April 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  J Howman 
Prayers:  P Howman 
Minister  K Howman 
Computer:  D Kierce 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  K Arnott 
Prayers:  J Sandeman 
Minister:  A McIntyre 
Computer:  B Dillon 
 

Following Weekend:  13th & 14th April 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  G Priestley 
Prayers:  D Kierce 
Minister  P Howman 
Computer:  K Howman 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  K Loftus 
Prayers:  M Schultz 
Minister:  M McGennisken 
Computer:  B Dillon 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
 

Given inc.  eft  $835.00 

Target $62,400 

Total YTD 2023–2024, $41,792.10 
 

Project Compassion 2024 $1278.00 so far. 
 

Easter Hot Cross Buns $564.00 
 
Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can be 
made electronically. Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   Portland Catholic Church 
BSB:    083 532 
Account No.   5159 81661 

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop:  
(In Woolworth’s Car park)  
Phone: 5521 1587 
 

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is always in need 
of good quality clothing, bric a brac or furniture.  
 

Donations during shop hours only. 
 

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. 
Thank you all for your ongoing support of 
Outreach.  
 

Outreach is normally open  
Monday             1pm - 3pm 
Tuesday     10am - 1pm 
Wednesday   10am - 3pm 
Thursday    10am - 3pm 
Friday    10am - 4pm  
Saturday   10am - 12pm 
 

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the 
Parish and we regularly need  Volunteers to 
give 3 hours in the  mornings or afternoons.  
We currently have a pressing need for 
Volunteers on Thursday from 1-3pm.   
 

Please contact  Kate Howman 0428235218 or 
Diane Kierce 0427946053 for further 

information. 

“The Spire“ 

All Saints Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saints Parish Office 
Entry via 8 Henty Street 
PO Box 210 Portland 3305 

Phone: 5523 1046  
 

email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 

Mobile 0475 512530 
 
 

Parish Office Hours: Most Tuesdays to Fridays 
9.00am till 3.00pm or by appointment  
with Fr Gregory 
 

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website 
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the 
land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people.  
We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We commit  
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowledgement 
of first nation peoples. 

 

Easter Week Services 
2nd to 7th of April 2024 

 
Tuesday:   5.00pm Mass 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass 
   4.30pm Rosary   
Thursday:  10.00am Mass   
Friday:  9.30am Morning Prayer 
   10.00am Mass 
   5.00pm Evening Prayer 
   
Saturday:   6.00pm Vigil Mass  
Sunday:  10.30am Mass 
         

Anniversaries: 1st to 7th of April. 
 

Keith Sawyer, Joyce Whyllie, Margaret James, 
Dawn Turner, Carmel Dawson, Pat Curran, Rose 
Troc, Maryanne Gore, Ron Cruse, Rev. Phil Crotty 
SJ, Sr Sheila Gleeson RSM, Jenny Anson, Lyn 
Knowles. 
 

Prayer Requests:  

Les Hildebrand, Lea-anne Bourke, Michelle Mutch, 
Deanne Atkinson, Jose Trimble. 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella at the 
Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin may ask for 
names to be added: Thank you. 
 

Baptisms and Marriages  
by appointment with Fr. Gregory Tait.  
Sacrament of Penance  
1st Saturday of the month at 10.00am  
or any other time by appointment with Fr Gregory 
 

*Dates to Remember* 
 

Easter Anointing Mass  
Friday, 5th of April at 10.00am. 
Followed by Morning Tea in the 
Presbytery, please bring a plate 
to share. 
 
*Please mute your 
Phone in the Church* 

 

 

31st of March 
 

2024 
 

Easter 
Sunday 

 

 
 

Happy Easter from 
all at Caritas  
Australia!  
 
Thank you for your 
continued support 
through Project  
Compassion.  
 
Together, we can 
help vulnerable  
communities face 
their challenges  
today and build a  
better tomorrow, for 
all future  
generations. Thank 
you for supporting 
Caritas Australia’s  
 

Project Compassion 2024 Lenten appeal.  
 

There is still time to donate! Together, we can help  
vulnerable communities face their challenges today and 
build a better tomorrow, for all future generations.  
 

You can donate through Project Compassion donation 
boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by  
visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion  
or by calling 1800 024 413. 



 Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading Acts of the Apostles 10:34,37-43 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly  

understand that God shows no partiality, 
37 That message spread throughout Judea,  

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with  

power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to 

all that he did both in Judea and in  

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen 

by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and 

to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead.  
43 All the prophets testify about him that  

everyone who believes in him receives  

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:1-2,16-17,22-

23.R.v.24 

 
(R.) This is the day the Lord has made; let us  

rejoice and be glad. 

 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for 

his love has no end. 

Let the sons of Israel say: ‘God’s love has no 

end.’ (R.) 

 

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his 

right hand raised me up. 

I shall not die, I shall live and recount his 

deeds. (R.) 

 

3. The stone which the builders rejected has  

become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our 

eyes. (R.) 
 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading  Colossians 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  

Colossians 

 
3:1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek 

the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 

minds on the things that are above, not on 

the things that are on earth, 3 for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. 4 When Christ who is your life is  

revealed, then you also will be revealed with 

him in glory. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  1 Corinthians 5:7-8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 

let us feast with joy in the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  John 20:1-9 
 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 

 
20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it 

was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been  

removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 

the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have 

laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple 

set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two 

were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go 

in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, 

and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that 

had been on  

Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen  

wrappings but rolled up in a place by  

itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand 

the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

© The Scripture quotations contained herein are adapted from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by 

permission. All rights reserved.. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 

Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

 
 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter: 
 

 

On this, the most important celebration in the Christian calendar, it is a shame that the reading chosen for the 

Lectionary is something of a let down. Certainly, within the gospel reading we have the discovery of the empty 

tomb by Mary of Magdala; the disbelieving disciples running to find things exactly as Mary had described; and 

the dawning realisation of what Jesus had meant when he so frequently spoke about rising from the dead. 

However, if the editors of the Lectionary had chosen to also include the next nine verses of the gospel we 

would have also heard the magnificent encounter between Mary and the risen Lord, confirming that it was a 

woman, Mary Magdala, who was the first witness to Christ’s resurrection. As it is, we never hear this account as 

part of the cycle of Sunday readings.  

 

The discovery of the empty tomb – although so simply told – is an astounding event that completes the Pas-

chal Mystery: the passion, death AND resurrection of Jesus. Whilst Christ’s willingness to go to his death on the 

cross was an extraordinary statement of God’s love for humankind, it is his rising again from death that offers all 

Christian people hope. It is the second disciple – the one whom Jesus loved – who is the first to grasp the 

meaning of what has happened inside the tomb. The gospel tells us that upon entering the tomb and seeing 

Jesus’ burial cloths lying there, ‘he saw and he believed’. Unlike the later encounters with the risen Lord, this 

disciple recognised the truth and significance of what he saw in the empty tomb. He didn’t need to see the 

risen Lord to believe. Perhaps it is he that we today can best identify with. Not in a position to physically en-

counter the risen Christ, we are capable of seeing the signs of his resurrection and continuing presence in the 

world and choose to believe.  

 

Historical Context – Mary Magdalene  

 

Mary Magdalene, or Mary of Magdala, plays an important role in the gospel accounts of the resurrection. She 

was obviously a significant follower of Jesus, being named as a witness to the crucifixion, discovering the emp-

ty tomb and the first to encounter the risen Christ. One would think that she would hold a prestigious place in 

the Church, but for many years she was confused with another character identified in the gospels and was 

portrayed as a prostitute and sinner. Mary is named in each of the four gospels and not once is it indicated 

that she was a sinner or prostitute. She has been a victim of mistaken identity for 2000 years.  

 

Gospel Focus – The disciple Jesus loved  

 

In this week’s gospel we see reference to a disciple as ‘the one Jesus loved’. It is generally agreed that this dis-

ciple is John. There is some suggestion that the disciple, John, is in fact the John ascribed as the author of this 

gospel. If this is so, to describe himself as the disciple Jesus loved is merely a means of avoiding using a person-

al pronoun – I or me. Just as Jesus described himself as ‘the Son of God’ or ‘the Son of Man’ rather than say ‘I’, 

John uses the same convention to avoid naming himself. It is not to suggest that Jesus didn’t love his other dis-

ciples.  

 

Different View – An empty tomb?  

 

There are some writers who have questioned the historical accuracy of the empty tomb account of the resur-

rection. Some theologians and biblical scholars (e.g. members of the ‘Jesus Seminar’) argue that historically, it 

is far more likely that the victim of Roman crucifixion would be left to rot on the cross or buried in a shallow 

criminal’s grave – not laid to rest in an expensive private tomb. However, they do not argue against resurrec-

tion. They maintain that Jesus’ body was not ‘resuscitated’ or ‘reanimated’. What happened to his corpse, 

they argue, is irrelevant to Christ’s resurrection.  

 

Questions for your personal reflection: 
 

1. Why is the passion, death and resurrection central to Christian belief?  

2. What message do you take from the beloved disciple who ‘saw and believed’.  

3. Does the significance of the Easter events receive proper recognition in society today?  

4. Why do you think the cross became the symbol of Christianity, rather than the empty tomb?  
 

 

Learning moments. 
 

•  Read the section of the gospel immediately following this week's passage (John 20:10-18) which relates 

Mary Magdala's encounter with the risen Christ. In what ways does this ‘complete’ the story of the empty 

tomb?  

•  

© Greg Sunter: Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and 

Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the au-

thor of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His 

areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  


