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The portrait of Jesus that is painted by
the gospel of Matthew is as the one who has
come to fulfil the Jewish tradition. This is
sometimes incorrectly interpreted as being
anti-Jewish but that is not the case at all. The
community for whom Matthew was writing
were Jewish Christians and they saw the
pathway taught by Jesus as the best way to
live out the Jewish tradition. It is in this
context that today’s gospel passage must be
considered. The way the commissioning of the
Twelve begins is very significant: ‘When Jesus
saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because
they were harassed and dejected, like sheep
without a shepherd.’ This is the gospel writer
describing the people of Israel as a whole —
harassed and dejected and without a
shepherd. For the Matthew community, Jesus
was that shepherd the Jews needed. But Jesus
also knew that one person alone could not
bring about the change within Judaism that
was required. He chose the Twelve and named
them as apostles (those who are sent) to
continue the work that he had begun.

The gospel writer describes Jesus as
giving the apostles ‘authority’ over unclean
spirits. For the Matthew community, authority
was a defining question. They had recently
been expelled from the Jewish synagogues
and the authority of Jesus had been called into
doubt. Yet, for this community, real authority
lay with Jesus and those whom he sent out to
do his work. Throughout this gospel, Jesus is
described as exhibiting ‘authority’ so as to
reaffirm to the original community that they
were right in choosing to follow the way of
Jesus and not bend to the authority of the
Jewish leaders who were oppressing them.

Greg Sunter

Saints and Feasts:
Mon- St Romuald
Tues- St Paulinus of Nola
Wed- St Aloysius Gonzaga
Thu- St Thomas More
Fri- St John Fisher
Sat- Nativity of St John the Baptist

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30pm Cobden
Sunday: 9am 1°Sun. Timboon
9am 2"4/4%™ Sun. Lismore
9am 3"/5% Sun. Timboon
(Lay led assembly will be held on
the other weekends)

Next Weekend Masses

Sat: Cobden 6.30 pm
Sun: Lismore 9.00 am
Camperdown 11.00 am.
(Lay Assembly — Timboon)

Next Weekend Readings:
Jer 20:10-13, Rom 5:12-15,
Mt 10:23-33

Pray for the Sick:

Please remember& pray those
who are sick: Brendan Fowler,
Wilson Watts, Kristen Pickford,

Devin McKlaren, Brian Wain, Bernd

Menz, Shirley Rohan, Peter Karlsen,

Catherine O’Flynn, Gryff Dwyer and
Shirley Fletcher, Barry Brown

Anniversaries: We pray for those
who died recently & those whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
Margaret Bell, Audrey Lorraine
O’Neil, Barry Chisholm, Frederikus
Antonius Twynstra, Shane Stothert
Ward, Frances Mary Phillips,
Wallace Frederick Boyd.

Please consider making your Planned Giving contributions and Sunday
collections via bank transfers. This will help running the parish which
still needs to cover its costs while the current situation continues.
Parish bank details: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-8126 (Envelopes).
Presbytery: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-8142. Thank you.

We pray for all who are suffering

and bereaved. At this time of

sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we
stand together. In this crisis, we pray for
God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for
health and strength for all who care for

them. Amen.
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"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands on
which we live, work and worship Our God."

Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is more
than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics around the
world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing
hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the Pope’s
Worldwide Prayer Network — view at www.thepopevideo.org. June - for the abolition of torture: We pray
that the international community may commit in a concrete way to ensuring the abolition of torture and
guarantee support to victims and their families

St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust: The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust offers scholarships to
enable lay people to further their understanding and skills in leadership/ministry or a specialised activity,
such as promoting faith enhancement, social justice and pastoral care. More information and Applications
Forms are available at: pallottine.org.au/svpscholarship Closing Date: 4 August 2023

Vinnies Winter Appeal

The St Vincent de Paul Society’s annual Winter Appeal will focus on the number of older women
experiencing and at risk of homelessness. Vinnies are also experiencing an increase in the number of
people seeking assistance for the first time. Donations can be made at
https://www.vinnies.org.au/nswwinterwarmthappeal on 13 18 12 and at all Vinnies Shops. Donations
over $2.00 are tax deductible.

from https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100081831675720

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday Resources: July 2, 2023

“A new life in Christ....” Every year, on the first Sunday in July, Catholics come together across Australia to
acknowledge and celebrate the gifts of Australia’s First Peoples in the Catholic Church. Resources
available at https://www.natsicc.org.au/2023-atsi-sunday.html

Refugee Week: June 18-24, 2023

-Finding Freedom Luncheon: The House of Welcome Ballarat who assist Refugees, Asylum Seekers,
students and those in need are holding a Soup and Sandwich Luncheon on Wednesday, June 21
from 1.30pm at the Uniting Church Hall, 107 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat. There will be stalls,
competitions and great company. Cost is $25.00 per person. To book, text your name to 0400 175
045 or email annekav1234@gmail.com. Donations can be made to House of Welcome Ballarat
BSB: 633-000 Account No: 1440 44963. Flyer attached.

-The Refugee Week Program for Ballarat: View the program at the Ballarat Regional Multicultural
Centre website https://www.brmc.org.au/refugee-week-2023-ballarat-program/. The flyer is
attached.

Prayer for Refugee Week

Lord, no one is a stranger to you

and no one is ever far from your loving care.

In your kindness watch over refugees and asylum seekers,

those separated from their loved ones, those who are lost,

and those who have been exiled from their homes.

Bring them safely to the place where they long to be,

and help us always to show your kindness to strangers and those in need.

Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Celebrating Clergy Jubilees of Ordination

Mass to acknowledge priests celebrating a Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood this year will be held
on Tuesday, June 27, 2023 at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat at 5.00pm. Bishop Paul will be the main
celebrant and con-celebrants will be priests of the diocese. Bishop Paul will be the main celebrant and
con-celebrants will be priests of the diocese. All are welcome to attend. You are invited to join the Choir
for this Mass, which will be downstairs. Practice prior to Mass at 4.30pm.

We are a Child-safe, Welcoming and Environmentally-friendly Parish
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: Ex19:2-6

A reading from the book of Exodus
You will be a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.

From Rephidim the Israelites set out again; and when they reached the wilderness of Sinai, there in
the wilderness they pitched their camp; there facing the mountain Israel pitched camp.

Moses then went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Say this to the
House of Jacob, declare this to the sons of Israel, “You yourselves have seen what | did with the
Egyptians, how | carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. From this you know that
now, if you obey my voice and hold fast to my covenant, you of all the nations shall be my very own,
for all the earth is mine. | will count you a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.””

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: ps99:2-3.5.R. v.3

(R.) We are his people:
the sheep of his flock.

1. Cry with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. (R.)

2. Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.)

3. Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading: Rom 5:6-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

We have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son; we are saved by his life.
We were still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die
even for a good man - though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die —
but what proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Having died to
make us righteous, is it likely that he would now fail to save us from God’s anger? When we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, we were still enemies; now that we have been reconciled
surely we may count on being saved by the life of his Son? Not merely because we have been
reconciled but because we are filled with joyful trust in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have already gained our reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) Mk 1:15

Alleluia, alleluia!

The kingdom of God is near;
repent and believe the Good News!
Alleluia!l
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Gospel: mt9:36 - 10:8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
He summoned his twelve disciples, and sent them out.

When Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were harassed and dejected, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few,
so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.’

He summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits with power to cast
them out and to cure all kinds of diseases and sickness.

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew;
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the
one who was to betray him. These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows:

‘Do not turn your steps to pagan territory, and do not enter any Samaritan town; go rather to the lost
sheep of the House of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You received without charge, give
without charge.’

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA The major themes today are call and discipleship. Most
of us are rather insignificant in the eyes of the broader society. And even those who are well known or
in some way famous are still just simple human beings with needs and fears and dreams like the rest
of us. Yet we have been called by God. This is what makes us special. Paul picks up this theme in his
development of justification. He argues that we are special because when we were still sinners we
were justified. All this has come to us as a pure gift from God. It is God who calls; it is God who
chooses; it is God who justifies. If we are to boast, we must boast in God.

Paul further teaches that good works do not gain faith. It is the other way around. It is faith that
manifests itself in works. In the gospel we see that the disciples are sent out to give to others the gift
of faith which had been given to them. They proclaim the gospel, the good news that the time of
fulfilment has come, and then they perform mighty works that demonstrate what they preach. We too
have been called to discipleship; we have been made God’s special people. To us has been
entrusted the good news of salvation to proclaim to others. We must be the healing touch of Christ in
our world. We must comfort those who mourn, bring back to life those who are in despair, embrace
those who have been ostracised by society, drive out anger and fear and hatred.

18-June-2023: 11th Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister
6.30pm: Cobden B Hammond | K Daffy J Dwyer

11am: Camperdown R Henry P Kingston P Kingston
Counting Team: R & A Gardner Altar Camperdown: C McCarthy J Delaney
Church Cleaning: M & J Saunders Altar Cobden: Angela Horan

Marian Statue: M Spokes

25-June-2023 12th Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister
6.30pm: Cobden M McKenzie A Horan P Dwyer
11am: Camperdown C McCarthy J Seuren M Smart
Counting Team: R & A Gardner Altar Camperdown: R Henry

Church Cleaning: B Hewitt Altar Cobden: Angela Horan

Marian Statue: M McKenzie

The scnptural quotations are taken from the .]erusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Danon Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English
nslation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel V and the Lenten Gospel and the Titles, nclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,
968 Imemaﬂonal Commmee on Engllsh in the thurgy Inc All rights reserved. The prayers are from the Enghsh Translatlon of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)

We, the Parish community wish to pledge ourselves for our children’s safety and well-being




