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St. Brendan’s Church
67, Curdie St, Cobden

Ph: (03)55931284 Fax: (03) 55932784 Email: camperdown@ballarat.catholic.org.au

St. John’s Church
53, High St, Lismore

Parish Priest:
Fr Neville Stanislaus

Parish Office:
Jordy Muller
jmuller@mercy.vic.edu.au
0403511995
George Swierczek
Phone: 0439 145 805

Child Safety Officer:
Rose Henry,
Phone: 0407 875 886

St Patrick’s Primary School
Principal: Tim Bourke
Dimora Ave
Phone: 5593 1962 / 0438334077
principal@spcamperdown.catholi
c.edu.au

Mercy Regional College
Principal: Sharon Gillett
WWW.mercy.vic.edu.au
McAuley Campus, Camperdown
Phone: 5593 2011
O’Keeffe Campus
Noorat - Phone: 5592 5353

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: 6.30pm -Cobden
Sunday: 9am 1%tSun.-
Simpson
9am 2"Y/4™ Sun. Lismore
9am 3¢/5" Sun. Timboon
(Lay-led assembly will be held on
the other weekends)

Next Weekend Masses

Sat: Cobden 6.30 pm

Sun: Lismore 9.00 am
Camperdown 11.00 am.
(Lay Assembly —Timboon,
Simpson)

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
The Eyes Have It

When Jesus says to Simon, Andrew,
James and John ‘| will make you into
fishers of men’, then, amongst the
many levels of meaning they would
have heard the allusion to Ezekiel 29:3-
5.

Jesus was telling them that he was
creating a society of liberated human
beings, called the ‘Kingdom of God'.
This would involve struggle against
powerful elites, the pharaohs of this
world, who oppress and enslave
people. It would be as dangerous and
demand as much energy as required to
haul a crocodile out of the Nile.

Yet they did so, ‘straightaway’. Because
of the call of Jesus? No. At least, not
that alone. We read ‘He saw Simon and
his brother Andrew . . . He saw James
and his brother John.” They were
responding not to his voice alone but to
his eyes. His is like the attentive gaze
of a parent loving a baby into a
beautiful future. Jesus looks at you and
at me wanting to love us into a barely
imaginable future.

We could pause for a moment to
remember that when His call comes,
demanding an ‘aye’ or a ‘nay’, the Eyes
have it.

Saints and Feasts:
Mon- St Vincent of Zaragossa
Tues- St Marianne Cope
Wed- St Francis de Sales
Thu- Conversion of St Paul
Fri- Sts Timothy and Titus
Sat- St Angela Merici

Pray for the Sick:

Please remember and pray those who
are sick: Brendan Fowler, Wilson
Watts, Kristen Pickford, Devin
McKlaren, Brian Wain, Bernd Menz,
Shirley Rohan, Peter Karlsen, and
Shirley Fletcher

Recent Deaths & Anniversaries:

We pray for those who died recently
and those whose anniversaries occur at
this time: lan Russell, Alice Perkins,
Deborah Patterson, Jean Mansbridge,
Mervyn O’Neill, Graeme Patterson,
Mary Hickey, Stephanie Armistead,
and Joseph Stevenson.

Readings for next Sunday

1st Reading: Deuteronomy
18:15-20. 2" Reading: 1 Corin
7:32-35.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

Please consider making your Planned Giving
contributions and Sunday collections via bank
transfers. This will help running the parish which
still needs to cover its costs while the current

situation continues.

Parish bank details: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-
8126 (Envelopes). Presbytery: BSB: 083-561 Acct No:

51-571-8142. Thank you.

Parish Notices

All notices need to be
delivered in writing,
emailed, or phoned into
the Parish Office by
noon Thursday.

George Swierczek: 0439
145 805
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"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands
on which we live, work and worship Our God."

We thank Father Jim McKay for celebrating Masses in our parishes this weekend.

In preparation for the Ballarat Diocese’s 150-year Anniversary in 2024, the anniversary committee
for the Mass of the Oils are searching for significant Catholics from your parish for a display to be
presented in the Hall after the Mass of the Oils on Monday, March 25, 2024. These people could be a
well-known person who has achieved success in their chosen field or it could be someone who has left
a legacy in your parish, as a benefactor, contributor or historian. Please provide names and supporting
information and photo to jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au before February 5, 2024.

Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network — view at www.thepopevideo.org.

Pope’s intention for January — For the gift of diversity: Let us pray that the Spirit helps us
recognise the gifts of different charisms within the Christian community and to discover the richness
of different ritual traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church.

Rite of Election 2024

The Rite of Election is an important part of the process of a person’s journey to full membership in the
Catholic Church community and one which is greatly appreciated by all who participate. This applies
to adults who have undertaken formation. The Rite of Election for catechumens and candidates will
take place on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2024 at 12.30pm in St Patrick's Cathedral, Ballarat.
The presider will be Bishop Paul Bird CSsR. At the conclusion of the ceremony all are invited to join
the Bishop in the Cathedral Hall for a light lunch. A sheet containing the Procedures for the
Ceremony is attached. Also attached is a copy of last year’s ceremony for reference purposes.

For the Ceremony we require one reader for the First Reading and Welcomers to greet and hand out
the booklets. If you have anyone for these ministries, please let me know as soon as possible. Also, if
you have anyone who would like to join in the music ministry, please let me know.

On a weekend close to the Rite of Election, parishes should celebrate the Rite of Naming. A copy of
the text for the Rite of Enrolment of Names is attached.

Please complete the RESPONSE FORM https://www.trybooking.com/CNSGI by Friday, February 9,
2024.

Photo permission: We seek permission from those participating in the Rite of Election to publish
photos in the diocesan communications. Please advise the Pastoral Ministry Office if this is not
suitable. If you have any queries, please contact Julie Boyd (ph. 5337 7159)

or julie.boyd@ballarat.catholic.org.au. for the Diocesan Liturgical Commission

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace: Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!

We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers and
by the force of our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced; how
much blood has been shed; how many lives have been shattered; how many hopes have been buried. ..
But our efforts have been in vain.

Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open
our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything is
lost". Instil in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace.

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to live as
brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see everyone
who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat
us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our
quarrelling into forgiveness.

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt for
dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words "division™,

We are a Child-safe, Welcoming and environmentally friendly Parish
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"hatred" and "war" be banished from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the violence of
our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and minds, so that the word which always brings us
together will be "brother™, and our way of life will always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam! Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading:
Jonah 3:1-5. 10

A reading from the prophet Jonah

The Ninevites renounced their evil ways.
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and
preach to them as | told you to.” Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the
Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on
into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh
is going to be destroyed.” And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put
on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.

God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not inflict on them the
disaster which he had threatened.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 24:4-9.R. v.4

(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.

1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The world as we know it is passing away.

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had none, and
those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life
should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live
as though they had nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not
become engrossed in it. | say this because the world as we know it is passing away.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation)
Mark 1:15

Alleluia, alleluia! The kingdom of God is near: believe the Good News! Alleluial
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Gospel:

Mark 1:14-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Repent, and believe the Good News.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from
God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the
Good News.’

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in
the lake - for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and | will make you into
fishers of men.” And at once they left their nets and followed him.

Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their
boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with
the men he employed, they went after him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

Today we reflect on the first and most important responsibility of discipleship, namely, evangelisation,
the goal of which is the proclamation of the reign of God. God seems to choose the most unlikely
people to preach to others. It does not matter who brings the good news, but who receives it. Jonah
the prophet was sent to outsiders, even enemies. The disciples were fishermen who spoke to the
people of their own country. God's salvation is intended for all, and it seems to make little difference
who brings this good news.

Today’s readings call for repentance. The grace of God requires a new way of living, a life of faith and
commitment. The gospel invites us into the age of fulfilment, a salvific reign of truth, compassion and
kindness. It is a way of life that leads to justice.

There is an urgency in these readings. This world in its present form is passing away, and God's call
demands a total response. Like the disciples, we must leave the familiarity of our former ways and
follow the call that we have heard in the depths of our hearts. We are called first to enter the reign of
God and then to spread it. As ambassadors of God, we bring the good news of salvation wherever we
are and in whatever we do. Called by God, we now begin to live in a totally different way, guided by
the values of the reign of God rather than those of the world that is passing away.

21 January 2024 3 Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister
6.30pm: Cobden J Dwyer T Bricknell P Dwyer
11am: Camperdown S Gillett C McCarthy M Smart
Counting Team: Smart Family Altar Camperdown: R Henry
Church Cleaning: M & J Saunders Altar Cobden: Joan Hammond

Marian Statue: R Henry

28-January-2024 4 Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister
6.30pm: Cobden T Bricknell G Kelson A Horan

11am: Camperdown M Smart J Saunders S Gillett
Counting Team: H & J Seuren Altar Camperdown: L Hickey M Larkins
Church Cleaning: B Hewitt Altar Cobden: Joan Hammond

Marian Statue: B Hewitt

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,

968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy
Inc. (ICEL)

We, the Parish community wish to pledge ourselves for our children’s safety and well-being




