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Dear friends,  

The Jewish people had a great respect and 

reverence for the book of Torah (Scriptures). 

This book contains their laws: they are 

religious laws, cultural laws, purification 

laws, liturgical laws, social laws and civil 

laws - so there are many commandments. In 

today’s gospel Jesus engages in teaching 

about the “Commandment of Love”. The 

religious leaders, particularly Pharisees, 

were confused and asked Jesus: ‘Teacher, 

which commandment in the law is the 

greatest’ because Jesus has reduced their 

laws into one commandment, however with 

two parts.   

Here Jesus is answering their question about 

the greatest commandment and telling 

them that the whole law (in the book of 

Torah) and the prophets depend on these 

commandments: the commandment of love 

of God and of our neighbour. Jesus makes 

the love of neighbour part and parcel of the 

commandment of love. Our love for God 

does not bring us into an exclusive 

relationship, but rather it diffuses, goes out 

and brings others into the circle of love. We 

show our love for God by loving our fellow 

human beings as we love ourselves.  

So therefore, love of God complements 

love of neighbour. Both are inseparable and 

qualify each other - there is no conflict 

between the two. Jesus not only preached 

but also demonstrated this way of life. So let 

us follow the example of Jesus in our day-to-

day life.   -Neville 

 

 

Saints and Feasts: 

Mon- St Dorothy of Montau                                        

Tues- St Quentin    

Wed- All Saints       

Thu-All Souls     

Fri- St Martin de Porres    

Sat- St Charles Borromeo 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday: 6.30pm Cobden  

Sunday: 9am 1st Sun. Simpson 

9am 2nd/4th Sun. Lismore 

9am 3rd/5th Sun. Timboon 
(Lay led assembly will be held on 

the other weekends) 

Next Weekend Masses 

Sat: Cobden  6.30 pm 

 Sun: Simpson 9.00 am 

          Camperdown 11.00 am.  

  (Lay Assembly – Lismore) 

 

Next Weekend Readings: 

Malachi 1:14 – 2:2. 8-10. 1 

Thess 2:7-9. 13. Matt: 23:9. 10 

22:34-40   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.00 pm Cobden  

7.30 pm Camperdown 

Sunday 

9.00 am (1st, 3rd ) Lismore 

9.00 am (2nd, 4th 5th ) 

Pray for the Sick:  

Please remember& pray those 
who are sick: Brendan Fowler, 
Wilson Watts, Kristen Pickford, 

Devin McKlaren, Brian Wain, 
Bernd Menz, Shirley Rohan, 

Peter Karlsen, Shirley Fletcher 
and Barry Brown.  

       

 
Recent Deaths & Anniversaries: 
We pray for those who died 
recently & those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time: 
Nathan McLeod, Leo Fitzerald, 
Catherine Toleman, Josephine 
Rounds, Jamie Alexander, 
Marietta Stevens, Jane Nolan, Bill 
Brewer, James Rantall. 

 

We pray for all who are suffering 
and bereaved.  At this time of 
sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we 
stand together. In this crisis, we pray for 
God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for 
health and strength for all who care for 
them. Amen. 

 

Please consider making your Planned Giving contributions and Sunday 

collections via bank transfers. This will help running the parish which 

still needs to cover its costs while the current situation continues. 

Parish bank details: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-8126 (Envelopes). 

Presbytery: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-8142. Thank you. 

mailto:principal@spcamperdown.catholic.edu.auu


  
We are a Child-safe, Welcoming and Environmentally-friendly Parish 

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
on which we live, work and worship Our God." 
 

MRC Car Raffle 2023 
Our annual major fundraiser is back, and tickets are now available. 
1st Prize is a Mazda CX-3 Maxx Sport (demo) and there are 9 more great prizes. 
$10 per ticket, or 6 for $50, 13 for $100. Tickets online at shop.mercy.vic.edu.au, the MRC office (5593 2011), 
or several local shops. Drawn at the MRC 50th Jubilee Dinner on 25 November (Tickets for the dinner also 
available via online shop or MRC office) 
Last weekend’s Collection: 
I would like to thank everyone for their assistance & support. Last weekend you generously gave to the Parish 
$535.00 & Presbytery $410.30. God bless you and keep you all safe in His Care. 
The Collection for the Catholic Mission is $408.75 
Thank you for your generous support & care for the Parish. 
  

  
Praying with Pope Francis  
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is more than 
170 years old.  Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics around the world to 
join him in prayer.  These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing hope and 
calling us to loving service.  Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org.  
Pope’s intention for October – For the Synod:  We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and 
dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit toward the peripheries of 
the world.  Lord, hear us. 
Laudato Si’:  Everything is connected 
In his encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis reminds us that everything is connected.  Our relationship with 
nature is not separate from our relationship with God and others. This concept of integral ecology encourages 
us to care for the Earth and each other.  It calls us to action. 
The Diocesan Social Justice Commission, in collaboration with Caritas (Diocese of Ballarat), Earthcare Ballarat 
and the Pastoral Ministry Office, will provide monthly Laudato Si banners for use on your parish bulletins and 
correspondence to your community (see October banners attached - choose one that suits your bulletin).  The 
banners include a quote taken directly from the encyclical with the reference number provided for 
parishioners to look up and read more deeply about that area.  You are encouraged to promote the Pope’s 
message by using these banners as they are designed to help reflect and respond to the encyclical and foster 
faith and action.  Also provided along with the banners will be a monthly idea we encourage you to include on 
your bulletins to help your parish/community to change the world!: 
New quote below and new banners for October attached 
“Be Food Smart”  Did you know?  One in five bags that we take home from the supermarket ends up in landfill. 
To see how much food you waste and to find ways to avoid it, keep a diary for a week and record all the food 
wasted in your house. 
Laudate Deum – Apostolic Exhoration of Pope Francis 

Catholic Social Services Victoria is again offering the Mission Inspired Leadership 
Program in 2024.   

This is a Professional Development Program of four online evening workshops for 
leaders, board directors and expert practitioners in Catholic social services that will: 

• Engage the Catholic social services ecosystem – to further mission collaboratively; 

• Explore Catholic social teaching as a creative framework – for services and advocacy; 
• Connect critical decision-making to organisational purpose – with shared principles; 

• Discover new ways of delivering social impact – sustainably with integrity; 

• Build connection with peers – in a social, spiritually enriching shared-learning environment. 

The program will be held over four sessions: March 21, April 18, May 23, June 20, 2024 from 
4.00pm – 6.00pm.  Cost of the program – CSSV Members: $320, Non-members: $400.  Scan or 

click the QR code for more information. 
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Pope Francis released ‘Laudate Deum’, his apostolic exhortation on the climate crisis. Officially titled, ‘Laudate 
Deum: To all the People of Good Will on the Climate Crisis’, the exhortation is a sequel to his exhortation, 
‘Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home [2015].   further resources are available from the diocesan 
website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/laudate-deum-apostolic-exhoration-of-pope-francis/ 
Special Social Media Channels for the XVI Assembly 
You can follow the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on these specific social channels: 
Facebook: @16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 
Twitter: @16SynodAssembly 
Instagram: @16ordinarygs 
October is National Mental Health Month 
National Mental Health Month is an initiative of the Mental Health Foundation Australia (MHFA) to advocate 

for and raise awareness of Australian mental health.  It is an important time where the 
Australian community comes together to raise awareness and promote better mental health for 
all.  Mental Health Australia invites organisations to participate in the "Look after your mental 
health, Australia" campaign which will run throughout October.  Scan or click the QR code for 
more information. 

Prayer for Mental Health month:  Lord God, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve those challenged by 
serious and chronic mental and emotional illnesses. Give your power of healing to those who minister to their 
needs, that they may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your loving care; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 First Reading: Exodus 22:20-26 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
If you are harsh with the widow or the orphan, my anger will rage against you. 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this, “You must not molest the stranger or oppress 
him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh with the widow, or with the 
orphan; if you are harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my 
anger will flare and I shall kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children 
orphans. 
“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not play the usurer 
with him: you must not demand interest from him. 
“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the 
covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries to me, I 
will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R. v.2 

(R.) I love you, Lord, my strength. 

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.) 
 

2. Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be the God who saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king and shown his love for his anointed. (R.) 
 

 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
You turned away from idols to serve God and await his Son. 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your instruction, and you 
were led to become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you 
took to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition all round you. This has made you the great example 
to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord started to 

https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/laudate-deum-apostolic-exhoration-of-pope-francis/
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cexo#exo022
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cth1#th1001
https://lookafteryourmentalhealthaustralia.org.au/


  
We, the Parish community wish to pledge ourselves for our children’s safety and well-being 

 

spread – and not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we started the work 
among you, how you broke with idolatry when you were converted to God and became servants of 
the real, living God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, 
to come from heaven to save us from the retribution which is coming. 
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) John 14:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as yourself. 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together and, to 
disconcert him, one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of the law?’ 
Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second resembles it: you must love your 
neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 
REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA  
Our religious tradition is founded on love. Actually, life itself is grounded in love. We may not always 
feel this love, but if we allow ourselves to reflect on life, we will realise this truth. We have been called 
into being by God’s love; and we will only be happy if we live in that love. Thus, when we are directed 
to love God and love one another, we are not being asked to do something contrary to our nature. 
Rather, we are being told to live in accord with that nature. We come from God who is love, and so it 
is in our very nature to love and to be loved. 
We may sometimes think that it is easier to love God than to love others. It may actually be just the 
opposite. Other people are tangible. We can see and hear them, interact with them. Their influence in 
our lives can permeate our consciousness. That is not the way it is with God. Like Moses on the 
mountain, we can only see the traces of divinity as God passes by (see Ex 33:23). However, we show 
that we love God in the way we love our neighbour. 
Love, the foundation of the reign of God, is contagious. When we love others, the reign of God 
spreads throughout the world. The compassion that we show toward others is a form of 
evangelisation. It proclaims much louder than any words that the reign of God has been established. 
 

29-October-2023 30th Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister 

6.30pm: Cobden G Gleeson M McKenzie G Kelson 

11am: Camperdown S Gillett C McCarthy M Russell 

Counting Team: B & M Hewitt Altar Camperdown: R Henry 

Church Cleaning: MRC Altar Cobden: Claire Malady 

Marian Statue: B Hewitt    
 
 

05-November-2023 31st Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister 

6.30pm: Cobden K Daffy B Hammond G Gleeson 

11am: Camperdown M Smart R Henry R Henry 

Counting Team: M, J & P Conheady Altar Camperdown: L Hickey M Larkins 

Church Cleaning: C Walsh Altar Cobden: Helen Kelly 

Marian Statue: M & B Brown    
 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,  
968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn014
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw022

