WELCOME
                     TO CHRISTMAS MASS

                          Cororooke Parish.

(Commentator).                      A candle burns, a sign of your presence
God amongst us, born as one of us.

(All).                                    May we live in the light of your presence, 

          The light who gives light to all 

First Reading Is 52:7-10 A reading from the prophet Isaiah All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our God. How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. The word of the Lord.
 Responsorial Psalm Ps 97:1-6 R.v.3 (R.)All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God. 1. Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders. His right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation. (R.) 2. The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations. He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel. (R.) 3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy. (R.) 4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the sound of music. With trumpets and the sound of the horn acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 
Second Reading Heb 1:1-6 A reading from the letter to the Hebrews In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels as the title which he has inherited is higher than their own name. God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. The word of the Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore the Lord. Today a great light has come upon the earth. Alleluia
Gospel Jn 1:1-5. 9-14 or Jn 1:1-18 (longer form) A reading from the holy Gospel according to John The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory. In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world. He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to all who believe in the name of him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he lived among us. And we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. The Gospel of the Lord.
Loved and chosen by God, we are the communities of

St. Brendan’s and St. Joseph’s in the Parish of Cororooke.

Through Baptism, we share responsibility for continuing the mission of Jesus.

We are called to be a community who foster and support the gifts given to each by the Spirit.

We are sent to make Christ visible in our world through the Eucharist, proclamation of the Word and service to all God’s people.
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SICK: Continue to remember the many who are suffering from sickness or distress, especially Lorraine Russell, Loretta Kervin, Nathan Delorenzo and Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt, Margaret Sinclair, Lisa Clark,. We have many in our community who are sick or suffering. Let us be conscious of our prayerful support for each other. 

We are saddened by the loss of our valued parishioners who are now in God’s care and we pray that God will comfort and console the families of: Margaret Quigley, Marie Goonan.
Bulletin Break:

During the month of January the dedicated volunteer ‘Bulletin Ladies’ will take their annual break. If there is any significant messages/information that needs to be passed on to you,  it will be announced at both Churches. Thank you to Maree, Carmel, Bronwyn and Trish who are so very committed to this service for the parish. Your work and the time given to produce the Bulletin is very much appreciated. We look forward to future issues from February 6th/7th as it is an important reflection on the life of our Parish.

Thank you to Trish for being our ‘weekly diocesan website communicator’.

www.ballarat.catholic.org.au  Click on “Parishes” and then select “Cororooke”.

Thank you

There are many people who keep the cogs of this great little parish – the two communities – alive, alert and active.

· Liturgy Preparation Groups; 

· Leaders of the Lay-led gatherings;

· Leaders of Vigil prayers;

· Readers and Commentators;

· Extraordinary Ministers of the   Eucharist;

· Musicians; 

· Bulletin Teams;




Sacramental Team;

· Funeral ministry;

· Majellan Care Group & catering contacts;

· Knights of the Southern Cross;

· Altar & Sacristy Groups; 
· Counters;

· FOCCUS facilitators;

· Rehearsal and Ceremony Contacts;
· Baptism Coordinators;

· Ministry to the homebound;

· Parish Historians;

· Maintenance teams;

· Roster contacts;

· Parish Finance Committee;

· Parish Leadership Team;

· Parish Coordinators;

Special thanks to our WONDERFUL young people – Projectionists, Altar servers, singers, etc. To those who see something that needs to be done and do it.
Please note January Liturgy sheets will be available at the back of the church.

This year we welcomed into our family of faith in Baptism: Betsy Riches, Archie Dale, Thomas McCarthy, Sade McCarthy, Lincoln Toulmin, Liam Wilson, Tristan D’Altera, Ava D’Altera, Brianna d’Altera.
We ask for God’s blessings on the Marriages of:  
Rachel & Adam Downard, Michael & Rebecca Finlay.

Happy Birthday to Fr. Dan and Br. Tuck for December 24th and
Leo Embrey for December 30th.

Each year Francis Lenehan grew flowers to beautify St. Brendan’s church: his special times were Christmas and Easter. Since the death of Francis, his family generously donates flowers in his memory. We remember other members of the parish who contributed in many ways to the life of this parish. We give thanks to God for their generosity and pray that they will be blessed with the peace of Christ’s love.

Work of Christmas Begins
"When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with the flocks,
then the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal those broken in spirit,
to feed the hungry,
to release the oppressed,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among all peoples,
to make a little music with the heart…

And to radiate the Light of Christ,
every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we say.
Then the work of Christmas begins

MAY BLESSINGS OF PEACE, JOY, HEALTH

AND HAPPINESS BE SHOWERED UPON EACH OF US

AND ALL FAMILIES IN OUR PARISH!
MAY WE THEN SHARE GOD’S GIFTS

AND BE GOOD NEWS TO THOSE WE MEET.

Stand firm in the one spirit working together,
    sharing responsibility with one mind,
            for the faith of the Gospel. 
      Take heart and care of one another.

