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First Reading
A reading from the prophet Zechariah

The Lord says this:
'Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion!
Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem!
See now, your king comes to you;
he is victorious, he is triumphant,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will banish chariots from Ephraim
and horses from Jerusalem;
the bow of war will be banished.
He will proclaim peace for the nations.
His empire shall stretch from sea to sea,
from the River to the ends of the earth.’

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
R. I will praise your name for ever,
my king and my God.

I will give you glory, O God my King,
[ will bless your name for ever.

[ will bless you day after day

and praise your name for ever.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.

How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God.

The Lord is faithful in all his words
and loving in all his deeds.

The Lord supports all who fall

and raises all who are bowed down.
[ will praise your name for ever,
my king and my God.

Second Reading

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in
you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you
would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who
raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal
bodies through his Spirit living in you.

So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to obey
our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. If you do
live in that way, you are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit
you put an end to the misdeeds of the body you will live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom. Alleluia!

Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Jesus exclaimed, 'I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven
and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned
and the clever and revealing them to mere children.
Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do.
Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

'‘Come to me, all you who labour and are
overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my
yoke and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my
yoke is easy and my burden light.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.




Thank you to you all for celebrating with us
last Sunday

Collections [Last week]

Parish: $15.00
Presbytery: $20.00
Loose: $97.00

Thank you for your generosity.
MASS TIMES FOR JULY
SUNDAY JULY 12: Mass at 10am

SUNDAY, July 19: Mass at 5pm
SUNDAY, July 26: Mass at 5pm

Avonlea Services is on this Friday, July 10

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE TRANSFER TO
DOBCEL: On this weekend as we hear Jesus
thanking God for the wisdom revealed to
children, we pray for SMJ, OLHC, St Patrick’s
Schools and SBC as they prepare for their
governance to be transferred from Priests and
Parish to Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education
Limited (DOBCEL) from January 1, 2021, to
govern all Catholic schools. We had a good
Meeting with Stephen McArdle and Terry
Harney of DOBCEL on Thursday, many
questions answered and encouragement for us
all. Before he signs the DOBCEL agreement Fr
Peter will meet with Principals and PPC to
discuss it.

Plenary Council Discernment Papers released
Here in the Diocese, for the month of July we
will look at HOW IS GOD CALLING US TO BE
A CHRIST-CENTRED CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA
THAT IS MISSIONARY & EVANGELISING?
‘Mission’ is God's initiative and proceeds from
the Trinity, whose love overflows in creation and
redemption. The Word and Spirit are present
and active in the unfolding of the universe and
in all human history, as evidenced in the
goodness and truth found in all cultures and
societies. The incarnate Son of God through his
life, ministry, death and resurrection revealed
God to us and redeemed us in a unique and
unsurpassable way through his paschal sacrifice.
His evangelising activity gave birth to the
Church which is the visible manifestation of the
Gospel command to "Go, therefore, make
disciples of all the nations” (Mt 28:19). Have a
read of the discernment paper, think about our
parish and the Diocese. Look up
jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au and visit
the Missionary and Evangelising theme’s page.
Copies of Booklet in the Church and Office.

Today is the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time and
the day that the Australian Bishops and our
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Catholic Council have invited us to celebrate
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday.
Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Catholics number over 130,000 and are growing
strongly. Today we acknowledge that God has
been walking with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, making His Presence known
through a continuous living culture over many
thousands of years. We pray in thanksgiving for
these ancient peoples who have enriched and
sustained our continent over all that time. We
praise God for the people who nurtured the land
here in our Parish that we call home.

Many activities postponed to 8-15 November. A national
Mass today 11.30 livestreamed from St Francis Xavier’s
Cathedral Adelaide to celebrate NAIDOC.

Prayer for Reconciliation

God of all creation, as we journey together in
this Great Southern Land, we pray for healing,
forgiveness and unity, creating a path of good

will, with justice and compassion. Jesus, through
the power of your love, you have given us the
courage, wisdom and strength to share our gifts
and talents in humility. In peace and
understanding we reconcile with each other.
Creator Spirit, we come together in prayer and
thanksgiving for the many blessings we have
received. Allow your Spirit to wash over us and
give us strength to walk together as one.

Reconciliation Church prayer was written by a
small group of Aboriginal Elders and
Reconciliation Church staff members in 2014.




