Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday
NAIDOC Week

Acknowledgement of Country
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At St. Brendan’s we pay our respects to the traditional
owners of the land, the Gulidjan people and pay our
respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

We will respect the land, animals and waterways, from
the roots of the earth to the tops of the trees. Through the
example of our first Australians, we understand that if we
look after the country, then the country will look after us.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11,13-16

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a
woman of rank who lived there pressed him to stay
and eat there. After this he always broke his journey
for a meal when he passed that way. She said to her
husband, ‘Look, | am sure the man who is constantly
passing our way must be a holy man of God. Let us
build him a small room on the roof, and put him a
bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; whenever he
comes to us he can rest there.” One day when he
came, he retired to the upper room and lay down. He
said to his servant Gehazi, ‘Call our Shunammitess.
Tell her this: “Look, you have gone to all this trouble
for us, what can we do for you? Is there anything you
would like said for you to the king or to the commander
of the army?””” But she replied, ‘I live with my own
people about me.” “What can be done for her then?’
he asked. Gehazi answered, ‘Well, she has no son
and her husband is old.” Elisha said, ‘Call her.’

The servant called her and she stood at the door.
This time next year,” he said ‘you will hold a son

in your arms.’

Responsorial Psalm

. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this | am sure, that your love lasts for ever,

that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.

Happy the people who acclaim such a king,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,

who find their joy every day in your name,
who make your justice the source of their bliss. R

For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory

of their strength;

by your favour it is that our might is exalted,;

for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord;

our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel.

Second reading: Romans 6:3-4,8-11

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised

in his death; in other words, when we were baptised we
went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so

that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s
glory, we too might live a new life.

But we believe that having died with Christ we

shall return to life with him: Christ, as we know,

having been raised from the dead will never die

again. Death has no power over him any more.

When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is
life with God; and in that way, you too must consider
yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia. You are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation; announce
the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: 10:37-42

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who prefers
father or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who
prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone
who does not take his cross and follow in my footsteps is not
worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; anyone
who loses his life for my sake will find it.

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those
who welcome me welcome the one who sent me.

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet will have a prophet’s
reward; and anyone who welcomes a holy man will have a
holy man’s reward.

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell you
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’

ADVANCE NOTICE: There will be a celebration for
the Good Samaritan Centre, celebrating 100 years,
11am Mass on the 8™ OCT, A light Lunch to be
provide afterwards and self- guided tours through
the centre will be allowed, Further detatls to come,

St Brendan’s Book Club: The new book is
“The Bookbinder of Jericho’ by Pip Williams.



Colac Library will have copies.
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Pope’s intention for June — The abolition of torture- the
international community may commit in a concrete
way to ensuring the abolition of torture and guarantee
support to victims and their families. Lord, hear us.

Reflection:

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells his Apostles that he
wants 100% commitment from them. Jesus wants people
to encounter Him in His followers so their lives may be
changed. He tells the Apostles that anyone who is
hospitable to them is hospitable to Him. Jesus goes on to
say that anyone who is hospitable to a Prophet, Holy Man,
or the least of His Disciples because he is one of His
followers will be rewarded. We know that being rewarded
by Jesus would be life changing. Culture is very important
when it comes to hospitality. In the cultures of the Middle
East it was considered a duty to be hospitable to the
traveller that comes by. This was (and is) especially true
of the nomadic peoples who lived in arid and inhospitable
areas. It was expected that, if a stranger was judged to
come in peace, they would be welcomed into the tent and
be provided sustenance and protection by the tribe or
family. With these Cultural practices, it was easy for God
to teach people the importance of encountering God by
being especially hospitable to those sent by God as His
messengers. Special rewards, physical and spiritual, and
no doubt, life-changing will be bestowed on them for their
kindness. In the Culture of most First Nations Peoples in
Australia, hospitality is also very important. When
someone is “Welcomed to Country,” the Elder or Elders
judge that the stranger comes in peace and is given
permission to walk on the land of which they are the
Traditional Custodians. The “Welcome to Country” also
means that while the stranger is on the Traditonal Land,
the Custodians will give sustenance and protection if
needed. Nearly all of my ministry to the Aboriginal people
of my Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes starts with hospitality.
I get “Welcomed to Country’. If I am assessed as a friend
and not a foe, | get into conversations in the street, then |
can get invited into a person’s front yard for a yarn, and
then later on, | might be invited to talk on the verandah,
and if I am privileged, | get invited into the home. The
receiver of the hospitality must respect and acknowledge
the hospitality that is given. Then trust is established, and
with trust comes encounter, and in some cases, the Holy
Spirit works through me, the gift of new life in Baptism is
asked and received, and a life is changed. I think all of us
in the Church could learn a lot from the culture of
hospitality of our First Nations Peoples in helping bring
people closer to God. Respect, patience, building trust,
protecting those in our care, invitation and welcome are
all facets of hospitality and, as such, are very important in
bringing about an encounter with God. Most Rev.
Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE, Bishop of Wilcannia-
Forbes

PRAYER
Creator, You beautifully, wonderfully make us.
May we go your way of love.
Christ, You lead us to reconciliation.
May we go your way of justice.
Spirit, You move us on the journey.
May we go your way of breath.  Amen



Common Prayer for the 8th Anniversary of Laudato
Si’

Loving God,

Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them,

You created us in your own image and made us stewards
of all your creation.

You blessed us with the sun, water and bountiful land so
that all might be nourished.

Open our minds and touch our hearts, so that we may
attend to your gift of creation.

Help us to be conscious that our common home belongs
not only to us, but to all of your creatures and to all
future generations, and that it is our responsibility to
preserve it.

Visitors will be able to view objects from the museum’s
collection of Josephite emblems and crosses, while activity
sheets will be available for young people to enjoy.

e Accommodation @MMHC: When in Melbourne book
your next stay at the Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre -
accommodation in the heart of Melbourne. Contact Kate,
ph. 9926 9300.

Vinnies Winter Appeal

The St Vincent de Paul Society’s annual Winter
Appeal will focus on the number of older women
experiencing and at risk of homelessness. Vinnies
are also experiencing an increase in the number of
people seeking assistance for the first

time. Donations can be made

at https://www.vinnies.org.au/nswwinterwarmthappe
al on 13 18 12 and at all Vinnies Shops. Donations
over $2.00 are tax deductible.

In the footsteps of Mary MacKillop
Pilgrimage: October 17-28, 2023
This unique Australian Pilgrimage will take you on a

May we help each person secure the food and resources journey to places associated with Mary MacKillop’s

that they need.

Be present to those in need in these trying times,
especially the poorest and those most at risk of being left
behind.

Transform our fear and feelings of isolation into hope
and fraternity so that we may experience a true
conversion of heart.

Help us to show creative solidarity in addressing the
consequences of this global pandemic.

Make us courageous to embrace the changes that are
needed in search of the common good.

Now more than ever may we feel that we are all
interconnected and interdependent.

life and ministry in Victoria, South Australia and
New South Wales. The pilgrimage is operated by the
Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop

Place. It will be led by Sr Anne Bond rsj, a Sister
from the Sisters of Saint Joseph, and Mr Garry
McLean, the inaugural Director of the Mary
MacKillop Heritage Centre. The pilgrimage will
begin in East Melbourne on October 17 and
conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney
on October 28. Along the way pilgrims will visit
historic sites and towns including Portland, Penola,
Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North

Enable us to listen and respond to the cry of the earth and Sydney. Register

the cry of the poor.

May the present sufferings be the birth pangs of a more
fraternal and sustainable world.

Under the loving gaze of Mary, Help of Christians, we
make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre (MMHC)

e Mary of the Cross Exhibition: The Mary of the Cross
Exhibition will be held April - June 2023, Monday — Friday
from 10.00am — 4.00pm. The Heritage Centre is proud to
present a new exhibition in the Temporary Gallery that
explores the significance of the Cross in Mary’s life.

at https://www.marymackillopplace.org.au/retreats-
sprituality/australian-national-pilgrimage/
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