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THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPHǧ
Throughout this \ear of St Joseph, the 

Zeekl\ bulletin Zill carr\ a permanent short 
column on Za\s Ze can deepen deYotion to 
our UniYersal Patron Saint. 

Some ideas haYe alread\ been suggested: 

● A parish pilgrimage to St Joseph¶s in 
Penola, Zhich can also honour St Mar\ 
MacKillop, Zho had a great deYotion to St 
Joseph. 

● A monthl\ da\ of recollection focused on St 
Joseph and the sanctification of famil\ life. 

● Consecration of our homes and families to 
St Joseph. Fr Donald CalloZa\¶s 2019 book, 
CRQVHFUaWLRQ WR SW JRVHSK​ Zill make ideal 
spiritual reading in 2021. It is momentaril\ 
out of print, but the parish has obtained 
copies of an Australian print run Zhich Zill 
be aYailable for sale in the neZ \ear. 

● If \ou haYe an\ more ideas on hoZ Ze 
might celebrate the Year of St Joseph, 
indiYiduall\ or communall\, please let Fr 
John knoZ! 

PSTe FVaRciWƅ PVa]eV XS SX JSWeThǧ

HaLO, GXaUGLaQ RI WKH RHGHHPHU, 
SSRXVH RI WKH BOHVVHG VLUJLQ MaU\. 
TR \RX GRG HQWUXVWHG KLV RQO\ SRQ; 
LQ \RX MaU\ SOaFHG KHU WUXVW; 
ZLWK \RX CKULVW EHFaPH PaQ. 

BOHVVHG JRVHSK, WR XV WRR, 
VKRZ \RXUVHOI a IaWKHU 
aQG JXLGH XV LQ WKH SaWK RI OLIH. 
OEWaLQ IRU XV JUaFH, PHUF\ aQG FRXUaJH, 
aQG GHIHQG XV IURP HYHU\ HYLO. APHQ.  

FAREWELL TO FR MICHAEL LINEHAN 

Bishop Paul Bird is joining an official fareZell 
for Fr Michael ne[t Sunda\ 27 ​th​ December. 
Refreshments Zill be serYed after 10am Mass 
at St Pius¶ in West Warrnambool. If \ou 
Zould like to share in the occasion, please call 
or te[t Karen Johnson on 0447 838 747. 

 

MASSES IN JANUARY 2021 

Fr Michael¶s retirement takes effect on NeZ 
Year¶s Da\, and Ze Zill need a feZ Zeeks to 
determine hoZ the Warrnambool Masses are 
reduced. So in Januar\, local Mass times are: 

SaWXUGa\ VLJLO: 6:30pm, Koroit 

SXQGa\ PRUQLQJ: 9:00am, Port Fair\ 
 

ƈOUR FIRST HUNDRED YEARSƉ 

Sharon Easle\, staff member, Dennington 
local and histor\ enthusiast, has Zritten ​OXU 
FLUVW 100 YHaUV ​, documenting St John¶s 
Primar\ School, Dennington. It is not a heaY\ 
histor\ te[t, but a coffee table book Zith a lot 
of images to illustrate the school¶s histor\. It 
might make the perfect Christmas present! It 
is noZ aYailable to bu\ at Collins Booksellers.  

 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

The St Vincent de Paul Societ\ in Australia is 
asking people in a position to do so to dig a 
bit deeper this \ear as the Societ\ launches its 
Christmas Appeal after a Yer\ tough \ear. To 
donate please collect an enYelope from the 
Christmas tree at the church entrance, and 
place \our donation in the basket underneath. 

 

NEXT WEEKƅS READINGSǧ
FeaWX Sf Xhe HSl] FaQil]ǧ

FiUVW ReadiQg. ​ ​EFFOHVLaVWLFXV 3:2-6,12-14​. 
He Zho fears the Lord honours his parents. 

SecRQd ReadiQg. ​ ​CRORVVLaQV 3:12-21. 
Famil\ life in the Lord. 

GRVSel. ​ ​LXNH 2:22-40. 
µM\ e\es haYe seen \our salYation.¶ 

MS]RI CEXLSPMG CSQQYRMX]ǧ
PO BS\ 8ǧ
POR8 FAIR= :IC 3284ǧ

SIGVIXEV]: LSYMWI DV]FYVKLǧ
M: 0408 681 223ǧ
E: žPHV]FYVKL@WNT[.SVK.EYǧ

PVMIWX: FV JSLR CSVVMKERǧ
M: 0422 342 499ǧ
E: žJVNSLRGSVVMKER@KQEMP.GSQǧǧ
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LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATHǧ
FU JRKQ: ​As Ze light the fourth AdYent candle, Ze pra\ that our hearts burn Zith the loYe that 
filled the Immaculate Heart of Mar\ at the Annunciation and Incarnation of Christ our Lord. 

AQ aSSRLQWHG SHUVRQ QRZ OLJKWV WKH IRXUWK AGYHQW FaQGOH. 

AOO ​: ​LRYiQg GRd, WheVe caQdleV haYe beeQ liW iQ Whe Seace WhaW JeVXV, RXU SaYiRXU, 
giYeV WR Whe ZRUld. We haYe QRW VeeQ JeVXV, bXW Ze belieYe iQ hiP aQd Ze lRYe hiP. 
HelS XV SUeSaUe Whe Za\ Rf Whe LRUd, ZhR liYeV aQd UeigQV fRU eYeU aQd eYeU. APeQ. 

 

FIRST READING 2 SEQ 7:1-5,8-12,14,16ǧ
YRXU HRXVH aQG \RXU VRYHUHLJQW\ 
ZLOO aOZa\V VWaQG VHFXUH EHIRUH PH 

Once DaYid had settled into his house and the 
Lord had giYen him rest from all the enemies 
surrounding him, the king said to the prophet 
Nathan, µLook, I am liYing in a house of cedar 
Zhile the ark of God dZells in a tent.¶ Nathan 
said to the king, µGo and do all that is in \our 
mind, for the Lord is Zith \ou.¶ 
    But that Yer\ night the Zord of the Lord 
came to Nathan: µGo and tell m\ serYant 
DaYid, ³Thus the Lord speaks: Are \ou the 
man to build me a house to dZell in? I took 
\ou from the pasture, from folloZing the 
sheep, to be leader of m\ people Israel; I haYe 
been Zith \ou on all \our e[peditions; I haYe 
cut off all \our enemies before \ou. I Zill giYe 
\ou fame as great as the fame of the greatest 
on earth. I Zill proYide a place for m\ people 
Israel; I Zill plant them there and the\ shall 
dZell in that place and neYer be disturbed 
again; nor shall the Zicked continue to 
oppress them as the\ did, in the da\s Zhen I 
appointed judges oYer m\ people Israel; I Zill 
giYe them rest from all their enemies. The 
Lord Zill make \ou great; the Lord Zill make 
\ou a House. And Zhen \our da\s are ended 
and \ou are laid to rest Zith \our ancestors, I 

Zill preserYe the offspring of \our bod\ after 
\ou and make his soYereignt\ secure. I Zill be 
a father to him and he a son to me; if he does 
eYil, I Zill punish him Zith the rod such as 
men use, Zith strokes such as mankind giYes. 
Your House and \our soYereignt\ Zill alZa\s 
stand secure before me and \our throne be 
established for eYer.´¶ 

 

RESPONSORIAL PW 88(89):2-5,27,29ǧ
R/. FRU HYHU I ZLOO VLQJ 

WKH JRRGQHVV RI WKH LRUG. 

I Zill sing for eYer of \our loYe, O Lord; 
through all ages m\ mouth Zill proclaim 
\our truth. 

Of this I am sure, that \our loYe lasts for eYer, 
    that \our truth is firml\ established as the 

heaYens. 
R/. FRU HYHU I ZLOO VLQJ 

WKH JRRGQHVV RI WKH LRUG. 

µI haYe made a coYenant Zith m\ chosen one; 
    I haYe sZorn to DaYid m\ serYant: 
I Zill establish \our d\nast\ for eYer 
    and set up \our throne through all ages. 

R/. FRU HYHU I ZLOO VLQJ 
WKH JRRGQHVV RI WKH LRUG. 

µHe Zill sa\ to me: ³You are m\ father, 
    m\ God, the rock Zho saYes me.´ 
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I Zill keep m\ loYe for him alZa\s; 
    Zith him m\ coYenant shall last.¶ 

R/. FRU HYHU I ZLOO VLQJ 
WKH JRRGQHVV RI WKH LRUG. 

ǧ
SECOND READING RSQ 16:25-27ǧ

TKH P\VWHU\ LV UHYHaOHG WKaW 
ZaV NHSW VHFUHW IRU HQGOHVV aJHV 

Glor\ to him Zho is able to giYe \ou the 
strength to liYe according to the Good NeZs I 
preach, and in Zhich I proclaim Jesus Christ, 
the reYelation of a m\ster\ kept secret for 
endless ages, but noZ so clear that it must be 
broadcast to pagans eYer\Zhere to bring them 
to the obedience of faith. This is onl\ Zhat 
scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the 
Za\ the eternal God Zants things to be. He 
alone is Zisdom; giYe glor\ therefore to him 
through Jesus Christ for eYer and eYer. Amen. 

ǧ
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION LO 1:38ǧ

9/.  ​Alleluia! R/. ​  Alleluia! 

9/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
done unto me according to \our Zord. 

R/. ​  Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL LYOI 1:26-38ǧ
µI aP WKH KaQGPaLG RI WKH LRUG¶ 

The angel Gabriel Zas sent b\ God to a toZn 
in Galilee called Na]areth, to a Yirgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
House of DaYid; and the Yirgin¶s name Zas 
Mar\. He Zent in and said to her, µRejoice, so 
highl\ faYoured! The Lord is Zith \ou.¶ She 
Zas deepl\ disturbed b\ these Zords and 
asked herself Zhat this greeting could mean, 
but the angel said to her, µMar\, do not be 
afraid; \ou haYe Zon God¶s faYour. Listen! 
You are to conceiYe and bear a son, and \ou 
must name him Jesus. He Zill be great and 
Zill be called Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God Zill giYe him the throne of his ancestor 
DaYid; he Zill rule oYer the House of Jacob 
for eYer and his reign Zill haYe no end.¶ Mar\ 
said to the angel, µBut hoZ can this come 
about, since I am a Yirgin?¶ µThe Hol\ Spirit 
Zill come upon \ou¶ the angel ansZered µand 

the poZer of the Most High Zill coYer \ou 
Zith its shadoZ. And so the child Zill be hol\ 
and Zill be called Son of God. KnoZ this too: 
\our kinsZoman Eli]abeth has, in her old age, 
herself conceiYed a son, and she Zhom people 
called barren is noZ in her si[th month, for 
nothing is impossible to God.¶ µI am the 
handmaid of the Lord,¶ said Mar\ µlet Zhat 
\ou haYe said be done to me.¶ And the angel 
left her. 

 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

We pra\ for ​BUiaQ DRZQeV​ Zho 
died recentl\, and ​PaXl ShaUke\ 
Zhose anniYersar\ occurs at this 
time. Ma\ the\ rest in peace. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

CKULVWPaV EYH: 5:30pm, Port Fair\ 

7:30pm, Koroit 

CKULVWPaV Da\: 9:00am, Port Fair\ 
 

NO WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK 

Christmas Mass Zill be offered for residents 
at Mo\ne\ana, but unfortunatel\ non- 
residents are not \et permitted to enter. 

 

NEW YEARƅS DAY MASSESǧ
(SSPIQRMX] SJ MaV], MSXLIV OJ GSd) 

NHZ YHaU¶V EYH: 10:00pm, Port Fair\ 

NHZ YHaU¶V Da\: 10:00am, Koroit 
 

COVID-SAFE PROTOCOLS 

● Masks are recommended but optional. 

● EYer\one in attendance is obliged to 
record their first name and a phone 
number, to facilitate contact tracing. 

● Fonts are empt\ of hol\ Zater. 

● We Zon¶t µpass the plate,¶ so please leaYe 
offerings in baskets at the doors. 

● No sign of peace. 

● No communion from the chalice. 

● Singing is still not recommended. 

● EYer\ second peZ is roped off to maintain 
the 1.5m social distancing rule. 

●  

 

 
ReflecXiSR SR XSda]ƅW ReadiRgWǧ

b] FV FVaRciW FeVRaRde^ 

JESUS IS NEVER LATE 

The spirit of AdYent largel\ consists in liYing 
close to Our Lad\ during this time Zhen she 
is carr\ing Jesus in her Zomb, and seeking a 
share of her hope. We can think of the Zhole 
of our life as a longer adYent: a time of 
Zaiting for that definitiYe moment Zhen Ze 
Zill at last find ourselYes Zith God foreYer. 

One da\ in his public ministr\, Zhen Jesus 
returned to Capernaum, St Luke tells us a 
large croZd ³Zere all Zaiting for him.´ (Lk 
8:40) In the thick of that croZd one person is 
singled out b\ the EYangelist, Zhom he calls 
³ ​SUHVLGHQW RI WKH V\QaJRJXH​.´ This man begs 
Jesus to cure his daughter: ³ ​HH IHOO aW JHVXV¶ 
IHHW.​´ Jairus has no hesitation in giYing public 
proof of his humilit\ and of his faith in Jesus. 

At Our Lord¶s instruction, the\ all moYe off 
in the direction of Jairus¶ house. His 12 \ear 
old daughter is d\ing. She must be in her 
death throes Zhen a Zoman, inconspicuous in 
the jostling croZd, approaches Our Lord from 
behind and touches the edge of his cloak. She 
too is full of deep humilit\. She is an[ious not 
to take up an\ of the Master¶s time. She 
considers herself too unimportant to be 
noticed b\ Our Lord. It is enough if she can 
touch his cloak. 

Both miracles are to be full\ accomplished. 
The Zoman, for Zhom the skill of so man\ 
doctors has been unaYailing, Zill be cured 
foreYer. Jairus¶ daughter Zill go on to liYe a 
completel\ health\ life eYen though Zhen the 
retinue arriYes, after the dela\ to their 
journe\, she has breathed her last. 

Whilst the encounter Zith the Zoman Zith 
the issue of blood is taking place, Zhat has 
become of Jairus? It seems he has fallen into 
the background, probabl\ distraught, because 
his daughter Zas alread\ on the point of 
death Zhen he left her to seek out the Master. 
Jesus, on the other hand, does not appear to 

be in much of a hurr\. He seems to attach 
little importance to Jairus¶ concerns. 

When Jesus finall\ arriYes the girl is dead. 
There is no longer an\ possibilit\ of 
preYenting her death. It seems that Jesus is 
too late. And precisel\ noZ, Zhen as far as 
human interYention is concerned nothing can 
be done, Zhen all natural hope is gone and 
eYer\thing calls for grief, the moment has 
come to aZaken supernatural hope. 

Jesus neYer arriYes too late. He onl\ 
demands greater faith. He Zaited until it Zas 
µtoo late¶ in this instance to teach us that 
supernatural hope remains, like a solid 
foundation, amid the ruins of human hope, 
and all Ze need is unlimited trust in God, Zho 
can do an\thing. 

This episode reminds us of our oZn liYes. 
When it seems sometimes that Jesus has not 
interYened to meet our needs, he then giYes 
us a much greater grace than Ze haYe been 
seeking. To hope in Jesus is to trust in him 
and to let him act, to let him do Zhat he Zill. 
The greater the trust, the feZer the elements 
Ze should need to rel\ on in human terms. 

In a feZ da\s¶ time Ze shall see Jesus in the 
Crib. The sight Zill be a proof of God¶s merc\ 
and loYe. We Zill be able to sa\: 

On this Christmas night eYer\thing inside me 
stops. I am face to face Zith Him; there is 
nothing but this Child in the Zhole of that 
huge Zhite e[panse. He does not sa\ 
an\thing, but He is there ... He is God loYing 
me. (J. Leclerq, ​A YHaU ZLWK WKH LLWXUJ\​.) 

 And if God becomes man and loYes me, 
hoZ can I refuse to seek him? HoZ can I giYe 
up hope of finding him, if he is searching for 
me? Let us rid ourselYes of an\ suggestion of 
discouragement. Neither e[ternal difficulties 
nor our personal Zretchedness can do 
an\thing to quell the jo\ of the Christmas 
Zhich is approaching. 

During these da\s that precede Christmas, 
and alZa\s, let us ask Our Lad\ to teach us 
hoZ to hope in her son Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah Zhose adYent Zas foretold b\ the 
Prophets. ³She shines forth on earth, until the 
da\ of the Lord shall come, a sign of sure hope 
and comfort to the pilgrim People of God.´ 
(Vatican II, ​LXPHQ JHQWLXP ​, �68.) 


