
 

 

 

 

      Parish Newsletter - March 19th 2017 

Telephone: Parish Office: 5348 2026  / Presbytery: 5348 3911 

Email: daylesford@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Parish Priest – Fr Gary Jones   gary.jones@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Parish Administration: Mrs Leah Monaghan 

St Michael’s Parish Primary School-   Principal: Mr Ethan Corfee 

St. Joseph’s Church Blampied  

Lay Led Assembly (2nd Sunday of the Month) 9.00am 

Vigil Mass Sat 6.00pm (4th Sunday of the Month) 

Diocesan Website: www.ballarat.catholic.org.au 

 REFLECTION by Greg Sunter  

Gospel Reflection The encounter between Jesus and the Sa-
maritan woman at the well is rich in historical and cultural 
nuance that enhances our understanding and interpretation of 
this passage. When he asks the woman for a drink, Jesus 
breaks two cultural taboos: firstly, for a man to speak direct-
ly to an unchaperoned woman was somewhat scandalous; 
secondly, as the woman points out, Jesus is a Jew and direct-
ly addresses a Samaritan – another scandal. Jesus successful-
ly gains the woman’s attention by ignoring these social ta-

boos but she fails to fully understand his reference to ‘living water’. The reference to the woman’s 
five husbands has often been construed to suggest that she was either a prostitute or a serial widow. 
However, it may in fact be a reference to the Samaritans binding themselves (wedding themselves) 
to the five books of the Torah and ignoring the writings of the prophets and other later writings. 
This reference is followed by another fact that set Jews and Samaritans apart: the Samaritans wor-
shipped God on a local mountain, Mt Gerazim, whilst the Jews held that true worship could only 
take place in Jerusalem. Jesus dismisses this major difference between Jews and Samaritans by de-
claring that soon ‘true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth’. He is indicating the 
much more personal relationship with God that he models; not bound up by ritual, place and law. 

Having set the scene for breaking down the walls between Jews and Samaritans, Jesus then reveals 
to the woman unequivocally that he is the promised Messiah. The woman rushes back to the town 
to spread the good news about Jesus. She becomes a missionary for him; and a remarkably effective 
one. The people are convinced by her testimony and flock to Jesus where they have their own per-
sonal faith encounter with him. 

Historical Context – Jews and Samaritans Samaritans descended from one of the tribes of Israel. 
They held faithful to Mt Gerazim as the first place for the worship of God even when the prophet 
Elijah declared a new place for worship. In the 7th and 8th Centuries BCE, the Assyrians descend-
ed on the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel. The Samaritans in the north assimilated with 
the Assyrians, whilst the Jews were taken into exile in Babylon. When the Jews returned from ex-
ile, the Samaritans offered to assist in the reconstruction of the Temple. This infuriated the Jews 
and led to centuries of distrust and animosity. 

Gospel Focus – Transformation The woman has obviously come to the well to draw water for 
herself. Her encounter with Jesus is a moment of transformation for her. At first, she fails to com-
prehend his reference to ‘living water’ and never being thirsty again. However, in the end ‘the 
woman put down her water jar and hurried back to the town.’ Leaving her water jar behind was a 
sign of the transformation that had taken place within her. She had indeed drunk of the living water 
of Jesus and no longer paid attention to the need for water that had brought her to the well. 
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Recent Deaths:  Alina Trueheart 

Anniversaries of Death: Noel Rodgers, Rozelle Carman, Edna Glass, David Thomas, Peggy 
Maddicks, Carl Martin,  Grace Comelli,  

Last Week’s Collections:  Two collections are presented after the Prayers of the Faith-
ful.  The 1st Collection is cash toward the Presbytery for the sustenance of our Priest – 
with a contribution of 13% to provide support for our retired priests and the Diocese.  
The 2nd Collection is the Planned Giving (envelopes) or cash for the administration of 
the Parish & general running costs: 

         1st Collection  $228.80  2nd Collection  $125.30 

Roster -  Sunday 26th March 

Reader: I Tinetti Commentator: S Whiffin  Ministers: M Bruce, L Righetti, N Chamberlain 

Offertory: K Callahan, D McMinn  Sacristan: Kath 

Counters:     Mar 19 (Team 7)W Chamberlain, S Whiffin Mar 26:(Team 8) J Barker 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 21st March  10am Creswick, followed by First Reconciliation 

Thursday 23rd March 10am Daylesford, followed by First Reconciliation 

Friday 24th March 10 am Daylesford  

REUNION: Holy Cross & St Michaels Daylesford "Christmas in July" 22nd July 2017   @ 
11.00am  for Lunch (Wear something Christmassy) For all past students who attended on or be-
fore 1973  Old Hepburn Hotel  236 Main Road Hepburn Springs  3461  03 53482207  .. Courte-
sy Bus available (Must book) 

Sacrament of Penance-  First Reconciliation: 

Our Grade 4 students— Jessica Quinn, Hailey Smith, Harry Jenkin, Brendan Mona-

ghan and Max Lynch  will be receiving their First Reconciliation after 10am Mass on 

Thursday March 23rd.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

Mass of the Oils— Monday April 10 @ 6.30pm  

Thank you to those volunteers who will be collecting the Oils for us. 

Holy Thursday—Thursday April 13 @7.00pm St Augustine’s Creswick 

Good Friday Prayer Service—Daylesford & Creswick 3pm 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil— Saturday April 15th @7.30pm Creswick 

Easter Sunday Mass—Creswick 8.45am, Daylesford 10.30am 

Please advise if you are able to assist.  Thank you. 

Would anybody be able to assist in picking up and dropping off a parishioner from Muskvale 

each  Sunday? Please see Leah.  Thankyou.   


