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Centralised Baptism Preparation Session

(BW A Parents planning to have their child baptised
)[ are required to attend a Baptism Preparation
@WM Session. Next session is on Holy Thursday at
MacKillop and Glowrey Rooms of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral Hall, 3 Lyons St South, Ballarat,
Next session: February, 1st 2024 at either 10:00 am oOr 5:30 pm.

“Making a Scene at Christmas” Over 500
Christmas Nativities from more than 60 countries will
be displayed at the Bridge Mall Ballarat and at the
Catholic  Diocesan  Archives from Tuesday,
December 5 - Friday, December 22, 2023. You can
see and smell real frankincense and myrrh; see coins
minted around the time the census was called that brought Joseph
and Mary to Bethlehem; see hand crafted cultural nativities from
Australia, Africa, Asia, North & South America and Europe (and one
that went to Antarctica); nativities that prize social justice and the
environment. Schools can book for an educational experience. For
more information on the Ballarat Bridge Mall display, please
contact Fiona Tonkin Fiona.tonkin@ballarat.catholic.org.au. Every
one welcome. Entry is a gold coin donation.

Reconciliation: Tuesday 19th December at 7:00 pm.@
FORGIVEN
SONCIVEN

All welcome.

Christmas Mass Times

St Columba’s  Sun 24th at 5:00 pm Christmas Eve

OLHC Sun 24th December at 7:00 pm. Christmas Eve
Beaufort Sun 24th at 9:00 pm Christmas Eve

Waubra Mon 25th December at 8:30 am Christmas Day
St Columba’s  Mon 25th at 10:00 am Christmas Day

Please note: there will be Mass at OLHC at 6:00 pm on Saturday 23rd. No
Masses on the morning of 24th December at either Waubra or Ballarat
North.

St Columba’s 17th Dec 2023 Sunday 10:00 am

(next week)

LEADER of SONG Terry Ranger
COMMENTATOR Vicki Moroney
MINISTER OF THE WORD Min Myers
COMMUNION MINISTER Gina Hinchey

DIGITAL PORJECTOR Fiona Newton

SACRISTAN

Barb Brown / Norah Moloney / Josie Crowe

Collections Last Weekend St Columba'’s
Presbytery: $413.15 Parish: (Env, loose, DD, CC etc) $1,181.50

Thank you for your contributions
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“Keeping” means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a relationship of mutual responsibility
between human beings and nature. Each community can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for
subsistence, but it also has the duty to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for coming generations. #67
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Ordination to the Diaconate ~ Prayer Vigil for Cay Trinh All are
invited to join in prayer for seminarian Cay Trinh in the lead up to his
Ordination as Deacon next Saturday 16th December. A special way
you might do this will be to join in a special Prayer Vigil on Friday
15t, 6pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat.

OLHC Parish Wendouree volunteers are hosting
lunch on Christmas Day in the Parish Hall, 482
Gillies Street, Wendouree from 12.00 noon -

: 5 2.00pm. Bookings are  essential as seating is
- limited, ph. 0419 975914. |If you are able to
OLHC Parish Volunteer on this day, please phone the number
listed to register your availability .

Volunteers are required to assist in setting up the Hall for H
the Christmas Lunch on 23rd December at 9:30 am. Please 4‘%
add your name to the sign-in sheet in the foyer. ’
SEW and SO.....Thursday 14th December 2023 at 1.30
in St Columba's Church Foyer. Our last gathering il
February. Come and say hello and have a cup of fea.

All Welcome. Wishing you all a Happy and Holy Christ-
mas as well as a Safe and Peaceful 2024.

S
\ =P
| =
% (
e N
On Saturday 16" December the Liturgy team invite you
to a cuppa & natter after the 6pm Mass at OLHC. This is a
. chance fo cafch up before we disperse to have

" Christmas with our extended families. Hope to see you
there.

The OLHC Liturgy team on behalf of our Parishioners
would like to thank and acknowledge Mr Harrap
and the children of the school who set up our
Nativity scene for us all to enjoy. Many thanks.
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Praying with Pope Francis: intention for December -

For persons with disabilities
We pray that people living with disabilities may
be at the center of attention in society, and
that institutions may offer inclusive programs
which value their active participation.

Hello Everyone,

Over the past few months, our Diocesan Pastoral Planning Panel has
met with priests and parishioners of parishes in the Ballarat region to
review the ministry districts proposed in our Looking Forward Pastoral
Plan.

The timing of this review is linked with some changes in appointments
that we are anticipating in the coming months. Fr Eugene McKinnon
has indicated that he would like to retire from his responsibilities as Par-
ish Priest of Redan, Sebastopol and Linton when he turns 75 in April
2024. Also, Fr Jorge de Chavez has advised that his Congregation, the
Oblates of St Joseph, plans fo transfer him from his current role at Balla-
rat East to serve in a parish in Western Australia. Another Oblate priest
will come to serve in our diocese. In the context of these expected
changes, it seems opportune to review the appointments to the Balla-
rat region parishes generally.

In the light of the recent discussions, | am pleased to announce the
following ministry districts, with the new grouping of parishes to take
effect after Easter 2024. The new ministry districts will be:

Cathedral Parish, Ballarat North Parish and Beaufort Parish
Ballarat East Parish, Bungaree Parish and Gordon Parish
Redan Parish, Sebastopol Parish and Linton Parish
Wendouree Parish, Creswick Parish and Daylesford Parish

The priests who are currently serving in these parishes will continue in

7 their current appointments until April 10, 2024. They have agreed that

they will then conclude their appointments to allow new appoint-
ments to be made corresponding to the new ministry districts. | will
contact priests throughout our diocese inviting them to express interest
in serving in any of these ministry districts.

In consultation with our Diocesan Personnel Board, | will consider the
expressions of interest early in the new year, with a view to making ap-
pointments to take effect on April 10, 2024. | hope this advance plan-
ning will be helpful in allowing time to prepare for the

fransition to the new arrangements.

God bless you all.

Bishop Paul
Paul Bird CSsrR Bishop of the Diocese of Ballarat

P.O Box 121, Ballarat, 3353 Ph: 03 5337 7121 www.ballarat.catholic.org.au

OLHC 16th Dec 2023 (next week) Saturday 6:00 pm

LEADER OF SONG Corrie Harbour

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL Volunteer, please

MINISTER OF THE WORD Vin Dillon & Zeena Lazarus

COMMUNION MINISTERS Frank Hogan & Helen Feely

SACRISTAN John & Sue Calistro

Wavubra Church cleaning |December Clare Mullane & Suzanne McDonald

Collections Last Weekend
Presbytery: $ 564.90

Thank you for your contributions
Parish: (Env, loose, DD, CC etc) $ 1,580.00




