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Lenten Program: Any one wishing to join the Lenten program in a group
gathering , at OLHC , commencing Tuesday 20th Feb, at 2 pm . All most
welcome Any queries contfact Laureen Rhodes 0405277778.

East Timor Knitting After such a successful effort last year, it would be
nice to have some additional people to knit the little sets or crochet the
rugs. Donations of Time, 8ply acrylic yarn or money to buy the yarn (if you
dont knit or crochet) would be acceptable. Contact Laureen 0405277778
with donations or money or alternatively money can be put in an
envelope marked East Timor Project and left on the collection plates at
OLHC or St Columbas Church.
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2/ Mass to Launch Project Compassion 2024 Mass to
S?ﬂﬂﬁﬁ!ﬂ?ﬁ launch Project Compassion 2024 will be held on

Sunday, February 11, 2024 at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Ballarat at 5.00pom. Bishop Paul Bird CSsR will be the Main Celebrant and

will bcommission Student Leaders as Ambassadors for Caritas 2024. All

welcome to attend. i

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Mass Times—Ash Wednesday, 1éth February
9.30 am St Columba’s Parish
11.00 am OLHC

May your Ash Wednesday be a day of reflection and promise.

Wisdom at the Cathedral All are welcome to the first talk for the year
in the Cathedral parish's series Wisdom at the Cathedral. Fr Bill Lowry from
the Warrnambool parish, will speak on Discerning God's Will in Your
Life. Learn about the processes employed by the saints and the Lord
himself in discerning the Father’s will for their lives. The talk and discussion
time will go for an hour and will be followed by a cup of tea. 7pm ,
Thursday 29 February in the MacKillop/Glowrey rooms. Entry by donation.
For all enquiries please contact Fiona Bradley on fionalouisebrad-
ley@gmail.com

Rite of Election 2024 The Rite of Election will be held on
Saturday, February 17, 2024 at 12.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral
Ballarat. Lunch will follow in the Hall. The Rite is an opportunity for adult
catechumens and candidates to meet the Bishop prior to being baptised/
received into the Church at Easter

St Columba’s 18th Feb 2024 Sunday 10:00 am

(next week)

Our parish Christmas Day lunch again provided a
joyful tfime of gathering and community for guests
sharing part of their Christmas Day. It was lovely to
. Tk see new guests among those who join us regularly.

OLHC Parish

A dedicated and artistic team of volunteers prepared
a beautifully decorated room and tables, and the
kitchen teams produced a delicious meal.

A highlight this year was the singing group who took up the challenge to
assist our musicians with the singing of carols and songs — at just a few
minutes notice - before Grace was said. Thank you to our enthusiastic
choristers!

We know that Christmas is a time of sharing. Guests join us for many
reasons, but we often hear the feedback that people prefer to be
included in a family on Christmas Day, and for the time we are together at
lunch, we are part of one (big) family.

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers, donors
and providers — many from our parish - who helped
make the day successful in whatever way you
contfributed. Thank you to our guests for sharing our

day - we hope you had a happy time and returned
to your home well fed and with memories of being
with friends.

LENT 2024 with THE CATHOLIC GUY, Bruce Downes

Lent is a time when we can grow closer to God and prepare our hearts for
the frue meaning of Easter. Be inspired. Be refreshed. Be renewed!

For 40 days you will receive a short, practical, and inspiring video in your
inbox every morning to help you make this Lenten journey more  powerful
and prayerful. This program is FREE and you can sign up here: https://
BruceDownes.org/Lent Go to BruceDownes.org for more information.

Laudato Si message for February: “Think before you buy”

Did you knowe A great way to reduce waste is to think about whether
you need something before you buy it. See if you can buy it second
hand rather than new. Buying from small local business is also a good way
to reduce your environmental impact.

LEADER of SONG Tony Beggs

COMMENTATOR Fiona Newton

MINISTER OF THE WORD Anthea HinChey

COMMUNION MINISTER JUdy Brown

Praying with Pope Francis:

DIGITAL PORJECTOR Bruce Chapman

intention for February-

SACRISTAN Barb Brown / Norah Moloney / Josie Crowe

For the terminally ill: Let us pray that the sick who

-

Collections Last Weekend St Columba'’s Thank you for your confributions

are in the final stages of life, and their families, receive
the necessary medical and human care and accompaniment.

A young man, a member of our Mass community is seek-
> ing permanent accommodation of a one or two bed-
\ room unit. If anyone is aware of such a place, available
could you please contact Sandra on 0438 448 942

World Day of the Sick: Sunday, February 11,

2024 In his message to mark the 32nd World Day of e

the Sick on February 11, Pope Francis reflected on the way serious illness
could cause vulnerability, uncertainty and insecurity. For resources and to
read Pope Francis’ message, go to the diocesan website
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au

World Day of Prayer 2024 - Friday, March 1, 2024 WDP is a global
ecumenical movement led by Christian women who welcome all to join in
prayer and action for peace and justice. An ecumenical group of
Palestinian Christian women have prayed and reflected together over the
past several years to respond to the invitation from the WDP International
Committee in 2017 to write the 2024 program. The theme is “I| Beg You... Bear
With One Another in Love,” based on Ephesians 4:1-6. Our Christian sisters
invite the global church to pray for peace, justice and freedom for every
individual irrespective of nationality, religion or origins. World Day of Prayer
services in Ballarat and Creswick this year on Friday, March 1:

. 10.00am at St Peter’'s Anglican Church, 1307 Sturt Street West, Ballarat
° 6.00pm at St Paul's Anglican Church, 3 Humffray Street, Bakery Hill
. 7.00pm at St John's Anglican Church, 103 Napier Street, Creswick

Baptizeo
%

Centralised Baptism Preparation Session Parents planning to
have their child baptised are required to attend a Baptism
Preparafion Session. Next session is on Holy Thursday at
MacKillop and Glowrey Rooms of St. Patrick’'s Cathedral Hall, 3
Lyons St South, Ballarat, Next session: March 7th 2024 at either
10:00 am or 5:30 pm.
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150t Anniversary of the Diocese of Ballarat The Diocese of Ballarat will
turn 150 on March 30, 2024. During this year there will be many events to
acknowledge this significant anniversary. Keep up-to-date at the diocesan
website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/our-diocese/150th-anniversary-
of-the-diocese-of-ballarat/

OLHC 17th Feb 2024 (next week) Saturday 6:00 pm

LEADER OF SONG Sue Searls

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL Elly Green

MINISTER OF THE WORD Trish Pora & Laureen Rhodes

COMMUNION MINISTERS Val Bourke & Harry Kennedy

SACRISTAN John & Sue Calsitro

Waubra Church cleaning | February Kerryn & Lawrence Gallagher

Thank you for your contributions
Parish: (Env, loose, DD, CC etc) $ 1565.00

Collections Last Weekend

Presbytery: $ 435.40




