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Focus on the Scriptures Feast of the Holy Family Year B

In today's Gospel, Mary, having given birth, is regard-
ed as ritually unclean. She could not take part in pub-
lic worship until she was ‘purified’. This involved offer-
ing up a couple of pigeons which she and Joseph
had to buy.

No wonder that, at the Cleansing of the Temple, Jesus
shatters the cages in which the  pigeons were kept!
He was angry with a Temple system which saw Mary
that way, which thought of all women giving birth that
way. Indeed, his whole ministry is full of instances when
women breach religious and cultural taboos in his
presence, because of his presence.

This Feast of the Holy Family gives us the opportunity to
thank God for our mothers who, like Mary, helped fulfil
God'’s plan for humankind by birthing us into the
world.

We could pause for a moment to pray that the
Church changes rules and structures
which confine women in cages built
from ideologies foreign to the Gos- =\
pel, lest those rules become =)\ "85
swords which pierce Mary’s soul.

© Fr Michael Tate

Recent deaths: We commend to God:

Anniversaries: We remember: Jean McMahon

Responsorial Psalm: The lord remembers his covenant forever.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia. May the peace of Chirist rule in your hearts, and
the fullness of his message live within you. Alleluial

Collections:

First Collection:

We thank you for your generous support

Second Collection:




Please support our loyal advertisers
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Prepaid funerals
Eliminate family siress

Details: Ph. 5337 7111

(W BETUTEING

139 Bogong Ave
Phone: 5331 4510
Mobile: 0418 501 606

Domestic & commercial cleaning

0402862188 / 0434746818
admin@mimclean.com.au

353316888

Address: 1114 Doveton Street
North, Ballarat, 3350

Phone: (03) 5333 3911

All hours. Moderate cost.

Peter—@Tobin

FUNERALS

Address: 1251 Doveton Street
North, Ballarat, 3350

Phone: (03) 5333 3101

www.petertobinfunerals.com.au
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PROWSE PERRIN & TWOMEY

Address: 20 Lydiard Street Sth,
Ballarat Ph: (03) 5331 3711

www.ppt.com.au

JOHN THOMAS ELECTRICAL
4 Dawson Street North, Ballarat

Ph: 5331 3099

We can help you with all your re-
pairs and installation of:

*Televisions & Television Antennas
Home Theatres & Projectors
* DVDs & Audio Equipment
* Household appliances
* Public Address Systems

*

ballarati@busybookkeeping.com.au

Phone: (03) 5332 3069
Mobile: 0418 504 254

priceline

pharmacy

Open every day
8.00am TO 9.00pm
1010 Sturt Street, Ballarat

*CCTV Systems
Ed Browne N.J. & A.M. HAINTZ BALLARAT
, PN MEAT
El.;mmm Busy Bookkeeping Bulldlng Contractors C OMPANY
- 11 Neerim Crescent,
Phone 5364 2922 Wendouree Industrial Park

Ph: 5339 3122

Open Direct to the Public
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

BALLARA

STATE
402 Sturt Street Ballarat

9331 2233

Best Result Every Time!

BALLARAT | MARYBOROUGH | ARARAT

MITRE 10

801 Howitt Sireet WENDOUREE
PH: 5339 5033
127 Gillies Street Sth BALLARAT
PH: 5334 2700
55 Albert Street SEBASTOPOL

PH: 5335 9023

Child Safe Church The Parishes of St Columba's & Our Lady Help of Christians (including
Learmonth, Lexton, Miners Rest and Waubra) follow the Child Safe Standards outlined by
the Victorian Government and we also implement procedures and standards as directed
by the Ballarat Diocesan Office. You can download our Code of Conduct and Child Safe-
ty Policy from the Parish website or on the foyer notice board. If you have any concerns
whatsoever—please contact the Parish Office, Fr. Marcello or one of the Safe Guarding
Officers at ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au or
wendouree@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Links to online Masses in the Diocese

St Mary Mackillop Parish, Western Border: Check the Western Border Catholic Parish facebook
page for links to daily masses on YouTube https://www.facebook.com/search/top/2g=western%
20border%20catholic%20parish

St Joseph’s Parish Warrnambool: Check the St Joseph’'s Warrnambool facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/stjosephswarrnambool for links to Masses on YouTube https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCIHcYtCTuk5DivKLWY 1bvgg

St Patrick's Cathedral Parish, Ballarat: Mass livestreamed daily at 11.30am can be viewed on
Patrick’s Cathedral facebook page https://www.facebook.com/patricks.cathedral.?




