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Ballarat Diocese Lay Pastoral Ministry Virtual Learning Program Our
partners, Dayton University offer low-cost online study and formation for
employed or volunteer lay workers in parish and other ministries. Study
subjects over 3 & 5 week cycles. Study Cycle 2 begins 21st February.
Registrations for this cycle are now open for new and returning
participants. For more information go to www.ballarat.catholic.org.au or
email djurdja.klaric@ballarat.catholic.org.au or ph. 5337 7121.

St Vincent de Paul Drought Community Support Initiative St Vincent de
Paul are available to assist those who are eligible for round 2 of the Drought
Community Support Initiative funding. Funding of $3,000 per application is
available for farming households who meet the following eligibility criteria:
over 18 years of age;
live/work in an eligible drought declared LGA: Benalla, Buloke, East
Gippsland, Gannawarra, Greater Shepparton, Latrobe, Mildura, Moira,
Pyrenees, Strathbogie, Swan Hill, Wangaratta, Wellington, Yarriambiack;
be permanent residents/citizen of Australia;
be primarily employed in farming related activity, ie: farmer, farm work-
er, farm supplier/contractor.

COVID-19 has impacted the Society’s ability to move around local commu-
nifies and so we are reaching out to our networks to assist us in promoting
this funding. Staff in the National Office are available to assist applicants
who need help completing the questions for eligibility or who may not have
infernet connection or experience navigating online. We know there are
many families we have not yet been able to reach. For more information
call the Drought Team 1300 846 643 or go to www.vinnies.org.au/

droughthelp.

Vinnies No Interest Loan Scheme No Interest Loans (NILs) provide individ-
uals and families on low incomes with access to safe, fair and affordable
credit for those with a Health Care Card / Pension Card or earn less than
$45,000 a year after tax or $60,000 for couples or people with depend-
ants. Further information available at https://www.vinniesnils.org.au.

Palms Australia seeks mission recruits For 60 years Palms Australia has
been recruiting, preparing, sending and supporting Catholics from all
around Australia to fill overseas professional placements in response to
requests from international community partners. Rising to the challenges of
COVID 19 we are actively recruiting Australian Catholics now to receive
preparatfion and fraining to undertake overseas professional placements in
late 2021 and early 2022. For more information go to https://palms.org.au/
assignments-abroad/current-opportunities/

Year of St Joseph Pope Francis on December 8, 2020 published an
Apostolic Letter Patris corde (With a Father’'s Heart), commemorating the
150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the
Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a
“Year of St Joseph”, running from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021.
A number of resources are being developed by the ACBC to encourage
and support the celebration of the Year of St Joseph. The resources are
available from the ACBC website hitps://catholic.org.au/yearofstjoseph

Lent 2021 with Bruce Downes — The Catholic Guy Be inspired, Be
refreshed, Be renewed! Come on a 40 day journey with me and | know this
will be a powerful and prayerful Lenten journey together. Receive a short
inspiring video each day during Lent. This program is FREE and you can sign
up here: https://BruceDownes.org/Lent Call 1300 734 880 for more info

Collections at St Columba’s We thank you for your generous support
1st Collection: $ 334.45 2nd Collection (Env, loose, DD, CC etc) $ 2,150.00

World Day of the Sick Pope John Paul Il initiated World Day of the Sick a
year after he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. It began in 1993 and
each February 11th we are called upon to pray for the sick and to
remember those who care for them. As the past year has shown us if we
have our health then we have much to be grateful for. So we ask you to
say this prayer on their behalf. (From Catholic Health Australia)

Prayer:

Verse: Jesus, you brought healing fo those who were sick.

Response: Lord have mercy.

V: Jesus, be with all who are sick and give them comfort.

R: Lord have mercy.

V:Jesus, bless the hands and feet of nurses and doctors who come to the aid
of all who are ill.

R: Lord have mercy.

V: Jesus, keep safe all who travel to bring medical care to the poorer regions
of our world.

R: Lord have mercy.

V:Jesus, so many are without adequate health care in our world, move our
hearts to seek justice and access to medical care for all.

R: Lord have mercy.

V:Jesus, give patience and strength to those who care for family members
who areill.

R: Lord have mercy.

V:Jesus, give hope to all who live with chronic conditions.
R: Lord have mercy.

V:During this time of pandemic we pray for all scientists and medical re-
searchers who are working on vaccines and better freatments.

R: Lord have Mercy

Let us pause and call to mind those who are sick among our family and
friends and all medical and nursing staff throughout the world. (Pause for a
moment of reflection)

God, your Son taught us that we should always pray for those in need and so
we pray for them in Jesus' words: Our Father... (After the Lord’s Prayer the
leader continues)

Let us pray: God, we entrust fo your merciful care all who are sick, We ask
you to bless all medical and nursing staff and all who assist them in their work,
Give them the grace and strength, the clarity and wisdom, the hope and
love that they will need to sustain them in their work. We pray that others will
be inspired to follow in their footsteps and to give themselves generously to
the healing professions. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, in the Holy
Spirit, God for ever and ever.

All: Amen

Readings for 3rd Sunday in Ordinary time

First Reading Jon 3:1-5. 10
A reading from the prophet Jonah

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the
great city, and preach to them as | told you to.” Jonah set out and went to Nine-
veh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond
compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s
journey. He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going
to be destroyed.” And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a
fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.

God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did
not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4

(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.

1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your fruth, and tfeach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,

and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,

because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 7:29-31 Areading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

Brothers, our fime is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though
they had none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to
mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were nothing fo
laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had
nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not
become engrossed in it. | say this because the world as we know it is passing
away.

Gospel Mk 1:14-20 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the
Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is
close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’

As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net in the lake - for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them,
‘Follow me and | will make you into fishers of men.” And at once they left their nets
and followed him.

Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they
too were in their boat, mending their nefs. He called them at once and, leaving
their father Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him.

The Gospel of the Lord

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy. Inc. All rights reserved.
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