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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were
all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout
Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered
and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm 103

(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the
face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, my soul!

Lord God, how great you are,

How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your riches. (R.)

You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. (R.)

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him.

| find my joy in the Lord. (R.)

Second Reading

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.

Brothers & Sisters;

Therefore | want you to understand that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there
are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and
there are varieties of services but the same
Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it
is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. For just as the
body is one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free and we were all made
to drink of one Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Alleluia!

Gospel
From the holy Gospel according to John.

When it was evening on that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors were locked where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jewish
Authorities, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Dates to Remember

175th Parish Anniversary 2022

Sat Aug 27 - Parish Dinner 6.30pm, Royal Hotel

Sun Aug 28 - 10.30am Anniversary Mass - celebrated by Bishop Paul Bird
Sun Aug 28 - Anniversary Luncheon 12 noon, Bayview College

Confirmation Enrolment 2022

Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation to be held in 3rd Term 2022 are open to all
children in Grade 4 and above. Please contact Fr Greg on mobile

0475 512530 or email to greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au to register your child.

All interviews to be completed please by Friday June 17.

World Environment Day — Sunday, June 5, 2022

Celebrated every year since 1974, World Environment Day is a good time to focus on the
environmental dimensions of the Sustainable Development Goals. This year the theme is celebrating
“Only One Earth”. This was the slogan for the 1972 Stockholm Conference; 50 years on, this truth still
holds — this planet is our only home. The #OnlyOneEarth campaign for World Environment Day 2022,
wants you to celebrate the planet through collective environmental action. #0OnlyOneEarth advocates
for transformative environmental change on a global scale. The campaign shines a spotlight on climate
action, nature action and pollution action while encouraging everyone, everywhere to live sustainably.
While our individual consumption choices do make a difference, it is collective action that will create the
transformative environmental change we need, so we can advance to a more sustainable and just
Earth, where everyone can flourish.

Come Holy Spirit
Today’s feast of Pentecost brings the liturgical season of Easter to a close. With the

Wl Risen Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples, the plan of salvation is brought to its
¥ conclusion.

In the Book of Acts, Luke recounts the events of that first Pentecost day, fifty days after
the resurrection (hence the name Pentecost), when the Holy Spirit descended on the
assembled disciples in a rush of mighty wind and tongues of fire. They were all “filled with the Holy
Spirit,” and began to speak in various languages. Luke’s readers would have recognised the resonance
with the story of Moses and the people of Israel on Mt Sinai when the voice of God divided into seventy
tongues and all the nations received the Law in their own tongue.

John’s gospel reading recalls that the risen Christ appeared to the disciples who were huddled in fear
behind closed doors following Jesus’s death. Jesus first greets them, “Peace be with you.” (How much
they needed that!) He then commissions them: “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” Finally, he
breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

The disciples then take up the mission given to them by Christ. Hence, on this feast, we celebrate the
birth of the Church. It is born of the mission — a mission to the whole world — which Jesus gives to his
disciples and which they take up in the power of the Holy Spirit. Inspired and indeed emboldened by the
Holy Spirit, they then go forth to preach the good news of Jesus, crucified and now risen.

It is the same mission and the same Holy Spirit which is given to us in our time.

The Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus. It is the Spirit of God, the Giver of Life, the life-giving force in the work
of creation, and the life-giving force at work in our lives. It is the Paraclete, our Advocate, our
Counsellor.

And with the descent of the Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost, God as Trinity is revealed in its fullness.
As Christians, we believe that the One God exists in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is
that Trinitarian faith that we affirm each time we make the sign of the Cross, and each time we recite
the Creed.

Today is truly one of the great feasts in the Church’s calendar, a red vestments day to remind us of
those tongues of fire of the Holy Spirit. How blessed are we, people of the Trinity, people of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, Trinity of life, light and love. As we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, let us give thanks
for the gift of faith that is given to us, the hope that is in us, and the love that animates us.

And in a world threatened by war, conflict, climate change, environmental degradation, and political
upheaval, let us pray: “Come Holy Spirit, renew the face of the Earth.”
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