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| recall a scripture scholar describing John the Baptist as an extremely eccentric character with an odd
wardrobe and an unusual diet. However, you imagine him, certainly John must have had a captivating
personality, attracting large followings in less than comfortable surroundings, and this surely suggests that
his message carried real conviction.

Mark and his fellow gospel writers are in no doubt that John the Baptist is the fulfilment of Isaiah’s
prophecies about the one who would prepare the way for the coming of the messiah. Accordingly, John
takes centre-stage in the liturgies of Advent. He invites us to think about our lives and to what extent we
have welcomed the Lord into them, and how readily we are responding to his continuing invitation to follow
him.

In his second letter Saint Peter is obviously concerned that the enthusiasm of some members of the early
Christian community is beginning to wane because the promised Second Coming of the Lord has not
arrived, and here are we, two thousand years later, still waiting and wondering. Of course, one of the
fascinating aspects of Advent is that it expects us not only to commemorate the First Coming — the birth of
the Christ-child in Bethlehem — but also requires us to look forward to his Second Coming in glory.

As we mature through life, we may well, like those Christians of the first century begin to wane in our zeal
and commitment. It can prove difficult to capture the magic of Christmas as we experienced it in our
childhood, and the Second Coming may seem like a dim and distant prospect.

However hard we try “to live lives without spot or stain”, we may be growing weary, wondering how the Lord
is going to fulfil his promises for us personally and for the whole of his creation.

Perhaps one of the lessons we can learn from this Sunday’s liturgy is that we are not likely to find the
answers in the hustle and bustle of everyday life. We do need to withdraw into the desert within ourselves if
we are to hear the voice in the wilderness calling us to “make a straight highway for our God”. The
temptation is to allow the cacophony of voices to distract us and crowd out the one voice that wants to clarify
our thinking and give us the inner peace that will put everything into perspective.

Entering the mind of God, we will discover that a day can mean a thousand years, while a thousand years
are like a day. With that perspective we may be able to recapture the joy of our youth and the sense of
wonder that infused our minds at Christmas in those days. Remember: we need the trust of the little child to
be ready for the Kingdom. A very happy Christmas to one and all.

Timothy J Buckley CSsR
© Majellan Media 2023

Our Sick: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Damian Brick, Carmel Densley

Anniversaries in December: Brian Fleming, Enid Boyle, Shelia Freeman, Toni
Lathouwers, Cyril Karo, Sister Christina Madden, Brian Parsons, Dennis O’Connor,
Pat Bourke, Harold Craven, Ad Vogels, Ann Dodd, Theodora Vogels, Winnie
O’Keefe, Darryn Tregea, Maggie Tregea, Terry McMeel, Reg McVilly, Lilian
McCluskey, James McCluskey

Recently Deceased: Frances Kealy (Sister of Maurice Dillon)

Social cohesion in Australia ‘under pressure and declining’
The belief that Australia is a “land of opportunity” is dissipating, with the nation’s social cohesion fraying

under cost-of-living and housing affordability pressure, a new study finds.

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God."



https://cathnews.com/2023/11/15/social-cohesion-in-australia-under-pressure-and-declining/

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 10th December

2nd Sunday in Advent Year B

First Reading: isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Prepare the way for the Lord.

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God.

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her

that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for,

that she has received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.

Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.

Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,

let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it;

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.

Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.

Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah,

‘Here is your God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8
(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

Second Reading: 2 peter3:3-14
A reading from the second letter of St Peter

We wait for new heavens and a new earth.

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years,
and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might
be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to
change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements
will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up.




Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long
for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at home.
So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at
peace.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Gos pel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) Luke 3:4. 6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluial

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

Make straight the paths of the Lord.

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet
Isaiah:

Look, | am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way.

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight,

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised
by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts
and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful
than | am, and | am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. | have baptised you with water, but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

The Gospel of the Lord...All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles,
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal

An estimated 1 million people have been displaced in Gaza with immediate food, shelter, health and
psychosocial needs. “This is a period of incredible turmoil and sadness. The escalation of violence has
only exacerbated needs for the people in Gaza and West Bank, who already live in dire conditions. We
are working with our partners on the ground to provide comprehensive and critical support to over
17,000 families affected by this devastating conflict.” Sally Thomas, Humanitarian Lead, Caritas
Australia. With your support, there will be aid to help partners on the ground to assist people displaced
and affected by the current conflict. Please donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal - scan or
click the QR code. Link: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-crisis/




150" Anniversary of the Diocese of Ballarat - Significant Catholic Person/People from
your Parish

In preparation for the Ballarat Diocese’s 150 year Anniversary in 2024, the anniversary committee for
the Mass of the Oils are searching for 1 or 2 significant Catholics from your parish for a display to be
presented in the Hall after the Mass of the Oils on Monday, March 25, 2024. This could be a well-known
person who has achieved success in their chosen field or it could be someone who has left a legacy in
your parish, as a benefactor, contributor or historian. Please provide names and supporting information
and photo to jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au before February 5, 2024.

Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network — view at www.thepopevideo.org.

St Vincent de Paul Cobden Christmas Giving Tree:

Please support the Cobden Community Christmas Appeal. Please talk to Pat in the church foyer and
return the goods by 16" of December. Thank you. You can also support Saint Vincent de Paul by
purchasing a donation from the local Richie's supermarkets.

Christmas Cards:
SVdP is selling nativity themed Christmas cards after Mass. Cards are $2.50 for a pack of 5 cards.
These can be ordered from Pat.

Ordination to the Diaconate:

Seminarian Cay Trinh (Peter) will be ordained Deacon for the Diocese of Ballarat on Saturday,
December 16, 2023, at St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat at 10.00am. All welcome to attend.

Thank you to the parish communities of Camperdown, Cobden, Timboon, Simpson, and Lismore of
your ongoing prayer and support of our Seminarian Cay Trinh (Peter). If anyone from our Parish
community is interested in attending the celebration, Please Contact Gerard Gleeson, 0427 096 493
and Bob Hewitt: 0407 502 213 to book your seat in the bus. Thank you.

Synthesis Report of the Synod, “A Synodal Church on Mission”

Members of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops adopted a Synthesis Report,
“A Synodal Church on Mission.” This is not a final document but an instrument in the service of ongoing
discernment. Read and/or download the report htips://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2022/02/Synthesis-Report-Session-1-Oct-2024.pdf
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