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REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

Today we hear how the Spirit of God dwells in all of us, helping us in our weakness. The first disciples
had Jesus to explain the parables; we have the Spirit to enlighten us. It is the Spirit who helps us to
interpret the teaching of Jesus and to be receptive to the challenges that they pose.

The presence of sinners in the kingdom of God is often a stumbling block to good people. There will be
a time for separation and judgment, but the time is not now. This means that the righteous will have to
live with the sinner and, even more challengingly, show them the same kind of concern that they show
to others. The presence of sinners does not necessarily erode the quality of the kingdom. Rather, it
provides disciples an opportunity to rise to the occasion of generosity and forgiveness.

There are two images of judgment in the readings. The one in the gospel is terrifying and decisive. The
wicked are bound together into bundles and readied for burning. We must remember that this is a
parable. In the first reading and in the psalm response the justice of God is said to be lenient, clement
and kind. The power of God is demonstrated not in retribution but in mercy. God is said to be ‘merciful
and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in kindness and fidelity’, and repentance is a very real
possibility. This is the image that gives us hope.

Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Mary Dillon

Anniversaries In July: Tom Dundon. Teresa Heyden, Veronica Keegan,
Michael Parsons, Emily Parsons, Edward O’Donnel, Tom Delaney,

Perc Dwyer, Alice Craven, Mary McDowel, Jayne McMeel, Gaye Arnold,
Louis Reinen, Peter Reinen, Bridgie Allan, Ann Dodd, Olive Savage,
Margaret Savage

Recent Deaths: Joan Johnson, Barbara Dickinson, Margaret Trigg,
Jo Vogels, Jesse Davidson (President of the Catholic Women’s League.
Played the organ and led the choir. Aide to priest and nuns at Timboon)

Vinnies Winter Appeal: The St Vincent de Paul Society’s annual Winter Appeal will focus on the
number of older women experiencing and at risk of homelessness. Vinnies are also experiencing an
increase in the number of people seeking assistance for the first time. Donations can be made at
https://www.vinnies.org.au/nswwinterwarmthappeal on 13 18 12 and at all Vinnies Shops. Donations
over $2.00 are tax deductible.

CatholicCare Victoria Winter Appeal:

At CatholicCare Victoria we help individuals, families and communities access the care and support they need,
when they need it most. We believe everyone deserves the safety and comfort a home can provide. This win-
ter, you can support people in need of a place to call home. Donate now! https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/
campaign/donate/16/winter-appeal

Pope’s intention for July - for a Eucharistic life: We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of
the Eucharist at the heart of their lives, transforming human relationships in a very deep way and
opening to the encounter with God and all their sisters and brothers. Lord, hear us.

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God."



https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/campaign/donate/16/winter-appeal
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 23rd July

16th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A

First Reading:

Wisdom 12:13.16-19
A reading from the book of Wisdom

In the place of sin, you give repentance.
There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly.
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.

The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5

(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving.

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of love to all who call.
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)

2. All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God. (R.)

3. But you, God of mercy and compassion,
slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth,
turn and take pity on me. (R.)

Second Reading:
Romans 8:26-27
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words.
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God
who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the
saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God.

The Word of the Lord...All: Thanks be to God.




Gospel Acclamation:
See Matthew 11:25
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Matthew 13:24-43 or Shorter form Matthew 13:24-30 (In bold type)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Let them grow together until the harvest.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who
sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all
among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared
as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in
your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered.
And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because when
you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest;
and at harvest time | shall say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be
burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.’””’

He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took
and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of
all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.’

He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in
parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy:

| will speak to you in parables
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world.

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the
parable about the darnel in the field to us.” He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son of
Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the
evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the
angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time.
The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke
offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Listen, anyone
who has ears!

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)




PLEASE NOTE: Mass on the first Sunday of August will be in Timboon

1st Sacrament of Reconciliation 30th July 2023: After Mass on July 30th Esther
*  Couch will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. All are
~ " welcome to stay for the short service to support Esther and her family.

Interested in helping at the Timboon Hospital, visiting the sick? This would require one visit a month, chatting
with patients who do not have family or visitors. More information Patty Martin on 0400 533 734 or 5598 5495

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly: Sunday, July 23, 2023

“His mercy is from age to age” (Lk. 1:50) is the theme chosen by the Holy Father for the third World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly. We pray for all grandparents and the elderly and thank them for their gifts to fami-
lies and to our parish communities. Resources are available from the diocesan website https://
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly-sunday-july-23-2023/

Prayer for the Third World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 2023
Virgin Mary, Mother of faith and hope,

an example for this humanity bent by indifference,

make me as willing as You to accept the will of God,

to magnify and praise His Mercy.

Mary, Mother of fortitude, you who knows my heatrt,

do not allow me to become discouraged.

I confidently surrender my life into your hands.

Heal my wounds. May your tenderness accompany me on the way.

Your presence, Mother of love, brings us to experience the joy

of seeing our families united.

Help me to transmit the tenderness and Love of God

to the grandchildren and youth so that, in addition to praying for them,
we can pray with them.

Mary, may the gift of the Holy Spirit intercede for me:

sustain my weakness; breathe into my heart the consolation

that | may leave traces of faith among the young,

bearing witness to the beauty of life,

knowing that life has a limit and that beyond it lies before us our Father’s embrace.

Amen
Timboon 23rd July Assembly 30th July Mass 6th August Mass
2023 W & C 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
Welcome K Currell N McKinnon A McMeel
Leaders C Bullen P Nicholson
Statue D Moloney M Moloney G Vogels A Vogels G Townsend
Reader J Mclnerney S Jayakody G Vogels
POF A Vogels T O’Connor J Mclnerney
E.M.H.C. E O’Connor
Bulletin G Swierczek G Swierczek P Nicholson M Moloney
Slides A McMeel A McMeel A Vogels
Simpson Assembly W&C 9:00am Closed Closed
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