
 

Our Sick: Pat Thornton                                                                             
Anniversaries In April: Laurie Loft, Laurie Dwyer, George Farmer, Father Meredith 
Delehenty, Joan Rylance, Dos Haugh, Mick McMeel, Pat Warner, Pam Horan, Cis 
Roberts, Frank Johnston, Elli Howe, Patrick Delaney, John Hunt, Marie McMeel, 
Margaret Dillion, John McKenzie, Gregory McKenzie, Ross Powell, Andrew Powell, 
Mary Karo, Ian McKenzie, William Couch, Dewyn Bruce, Robert Delaney.                             
Recent Deaths: Nell O’Sullivan (Mother of Bernadette Moloney), Joan Johnson (past 
caretaker at Simpson presbytery)  

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the 
lands on which we live, work and worship Our God." 

World Day of Prayer will be observed on Sunday, April 30, 2023 also known as "Good Shepherd 

Sunday."     The purpose of this day is to publicly fulfill the Lord's instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to 

send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  We remember young women and men throughout our country 

and diocese and pray they may be open to hear and respond generously to the Lord's call to marriage, the single 

life, the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies of apostolic life or secular institutes.                                                

Vocations prayer: Holy Spirit,  stir within us the passion to promote vocations to the single and married life, 

consecrated life, societies of apostolic life, diocesan priesthood, and permanent diaconate. Inspire us daily to 

respond to Your call with boundless compassion, abundant generosity, and radical availability. Help us to 

remember our own baptismal call to rouse us to invite the next generation to hear and respond to Your call. 

Inspire parents, families, and lay ecclesial ministers to begin a conversation with young Catholics to consider how 

they will live lives of holiness and sacred service. Nudge inquirers and motivate discerners to learn more about 

vowed and associate commitment in apostolic life, cloistered life, evangelical life, lay ecclesial ministers, 

missionary life, monastic life, and societies of apostolic life. Ignite our Church with the confident humility that 

there is an urgent need for all the baptized to live their vocation in solidarity with those who are poor, neglected, 

and marginalized. 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate The Shepherd’s Voice 

In Jesus’ time, the shepherd lead from the front: the sheep followed the sound of his voice to reach good 
pasture. Jesus describes other voices who might try to mislead the sheep as ‘thieves and brigands’. 

In John’s gospel, Judas, the thief from the common purse of the disciples, led a group of temple guards and 
Roman soldiers to take Jesus by force.  

Barabbas was a brigand, a leader of an insurrection. Our Lord knew that armed rebellion against the Romans 
would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem. 

So, Jesus is warning his followers against the seductive voices of those who advocate the use of violence. 

In particular, the successor of Peter should echo the voice of Jesus the Good Shepherd and no other. Popes of 
the modern era seem to be listening more attentively to the Good Shepherd, as successors of St Peter who was 
instructed: ‘Feed my lambs, feed my sheep’.  

We could pause for a moment to attune our ears to the sound of the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him so that He 
may lead us to pastures where we can have life, abundantly. 

Alleluia! 

Mass Counts start on weekend May 6-7: The Annual Diocesan Mass Count will take place over 4 weekends in 
May.  Counting begins on May 6-7 and continues each weekend until the end of May 



First Reading: 

Acts 2:14. 36-41 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole 
House of Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You 
must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and 
your children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ He 
spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse 
generation.’ They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That 
very day about three thousand were added to their number. 

The Word of the Lord...All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 

Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1 
(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

1. The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

2. He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. (R.) 

 

                                                                            
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Sunday 30 Apr 2023 

Fourth Sunday of Easter Year A 



Second Reading: 

1 Pt 2:20-25 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished after doing your duty. 
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow 
the way he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted 
and did not retaliate with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous 
judge. He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and live for 
holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you have come 
back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord... All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Jn 10:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel: 

Jn 10:1-10 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

I am the gate of the sheepfold. 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some 
other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the 
gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he 
has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They never 
follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life 
and have it to the full.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord... All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) 



Timboon 

2023 

30th April Mass             

9:00 a.m. 

7th May                 

Closed 

14th May Assembly of W & C 

9:00 a.m. 

Welcome  G Vogels  A McMeel 

Leaders   A Vogels E O’Connor 

Statue T O’Connor E O’Connor  D Moloney M Moloney 

Reader E O’Connor  G Vogels 

POF L McInerney  T O’Connor 

E.M.H.C.   P Martin 

Bulletin  G Swierczek P Nicholson P Nicholson 

Slides A Vogels K Currell K Currell 

Simpson  Closed Mass 9:00 a.m. Assembly W&C 9:00 a.m. 

Praying with Pope Francis: Pope’s intention for May – For Church movements and groups: We pray that 

Church movements and groups may rediscover their mission of evangelisation each day, placing their own 

charisms at the service of needs in the world. Lord, hear us.  

ACU Centre for Liturgy Online Training Program – Ministers of the Word                                                            

This new four-week training program for Ministers of the Word has been created by Australian liturgy specialists 

in order to foster and develop the skills of new and existing ministers. The online program features quality 

liturgical content and offers practical exercises in a supportive and engaging environment. The comprehensive 

program is suitable for members of all communities, city or regional, large or small, school or parish. More 

information available at https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/institutes-academies-and-centres/acu-centre-for-

liturgy/pastoral-training 

Palms Australia                                                                                                              

Mission: Transform Lives - theirs...and yours                                                                                   

 Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and 

trades to share their skills and knowledge with those who have few other chances for training.                               

 Build enduring global relationships while assisting sustainable, self-reliant, community development.                           

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. On our website you can also see news 

including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and 

Thailand. Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know:                                                                     

RING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567. WEB: www.palms.org.au  

Feast of St Joseph the Worker – May 1 
God our Father, in every age you call us to use and develop our gifts for the good of others.  With St Joseph as 

our guide, help us to do the work you have asked and come to the rewards you have promised. Please grant this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans Online National Gathering:  May 3, 2023 
ACRATH invites you to join their national gathering (online) on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 “Hearts stirred to action 

- The Call of the Human face of trafficking.”                                                                                                         De-

Details of the event available at https://acrath.org.au/hearts-stirred-to-action/will 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  May 21-28, 2023: Resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
are available from https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources 

Divine Mercy prayers at St Andrew’s Simpson Friday 5th May 2023, 2:00-3:00 p.m. These are held most first 

Fridays of the month for parish and other intentions. All welcome. 

https://acrath.org.au/hearts-stirred-to-action/will
https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources

