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‘ WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH .

Most of us have no doubt sung more than once this popular Christmas carol, “We Three Kings”; and all
our churches were probably adorned by “cribs” boasting statues of three exotic looking men dressed in
royal finery, wearing crowns and riding on bejewelled camels. Their names — Gaspar, Balthasar, and
Melchior.

Based upon Matthew’s claim that they came from the east (Mt 2:1) and saw the star rise in the east (Mt
2.2), it has often been assumed in Christian tradition that these men came from Persia to find the
Christ. Other interpreters have thought that the wise men might have come from Arabia — hence the
popular presentation of the “kings” as exotic worthies with princely accoutrements and camel transport.
Such imagery and information, however, derive more from the popular imagination than it does from
Matthew’s Gospel.

Called by Matthew “Magi” (Mt 2:1), these colourful characters are not presented as kings, but rather as
astrologers or wise men. They are not named; and there are no camels in sight. The text says nothing
about there being three of them. The tradition that there were but three wise men arose from the fact
that there were three gifts (Mt 2:11).

The term Magi reflects the Greek magos, which refers to a magician, sorcerer, or one wise in
interpreting the stars and dreams. In ancient Media and Persia these Magi were associated with the
priestly caste. Matthew presents these men as scholars who are “wise” not only in dream interpretation
and stargazing, but in Jewish traditions as well.

Matthew indicates that these wise men had studied the Hebrew Scriptures, where they found and
correctly interpreted the messianic prophecies that told that “there shall come a star out of Jacob” (Nm
24:17; cf. Mt 2:2). Similarly, the chief priests whom Herod consults at the behest of the Magi find in
Micah (5:2), a more specific reference to the Messiah’s birth at Bethlehem (Mt 2:4-6).

This story draws on and reminds us of another “foreign” seer in the Old Testament, Balaam, who
foresaw the future triumph of Israel over its enemies (Nm 24:17). Even Herod was Idumean and the
representative of a foreign power; a king whose heritage and authority had the whiff of illegitimacy.

So, in Matthew’s story, prophets, priests, and foreigners bring their collective wisdom to bear on the
Scriptures to confirm the legitimacy of Jesus’ later claim to messianic status. There is an obvious irony
here, if not also a bit of folk wisdom. One should not judge by appearances; nor should one
underestimate God.

The true prince appears in the world as a pauper, while the present king quakes in fear in his princely
palace. God assumes human being not amidst the elites of society, but amidst the poor. Jesus’ regnal
status is recognised, not by his future subjects, but by those on the margins and those “on the nose”,

foreign astrologers and Idumean pretenders to the throne.
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Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Catherine Marr

Anniversaries In January: Vera Hickey, Madge Boyle, Bill Haig,

Patrick F Nicholson, Greg O’Flynn, Peg Duffy, Laurie Loft, Nancy Nugent,
Jim Rylance Snr, Brian Fleming, Patricia Gaut, Ann Dodd, Bob Maslin,
Catherine Dendle, Gertruda Heyden, Frank Keegan, Anne van Duynhoven

Recent Deaths: Maree Newcombe




LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 08 Jan 2023
The Epiphany of the Lord

First Reading isc0:1-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The glory of the Lord shines upon you.
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come,
the glory of the Lord is rising on you,
though night still covers the earth
and darkness the peoples.

Above you the Lord now rises

and above you his glory appears.

The nations come to your light

and kings to your dawning brightness.

Lift up your eyes and look round:

all are assembling and coming towards you,
your sons from far away

and your daughters being tenderly carried.

At this sight you will grow radiant,

your heart throbbing and full;

since the riches of the sea will flow to you;
the wealth of the nations come to you;

camels in throngs will cover you,

and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;
everyone in Sheba will come,

bringing gold and incense

and singing the praise of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm ps71:12.7:8 10-13 R see v.11

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.)

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. (R.)




4. For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R.)

Second Reading epn323 56
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

The revelation means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body.

You have probably heard how | have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, and that it
was by a revelation that | was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has now been
revealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past
generations; it means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same
body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation w22

Alleluia, alleluia!

We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel wvi2:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

We have come from the East to worship the king.

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men
came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star
as it rose and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so
was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and
enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, “for this is
what the prophet wrote:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel.’

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the
star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,” he said ‘and
when you have found him, let me know, so that | too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to
what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it
went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with delight,
and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But
they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a different
way.

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)



The Death of a Pope

Pope Benedict XVI died on Saturday 31st December 2022.
Let us pray for the eternal rest of his soul in God’s heavenly Kingdom.

In a message from Bishop Paul, he writes:

Hello Everyone,
Thank you for your prayers for Pope Benedict XVI during his final illness and since his death on
Saturday.
...and: In 2006, Pope Benedict wrote a Spiritual Testament. He concluded his testament with these
words: “| humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord may admit me to the eternal dwellings, despite all
my sins and shortcomings. For all those entrusted to me, my heartfelt prayer goes out day after day.”
The Diocesan website directs you to The Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference media
statement available at: https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/church-in-australia-mourns-death-of-pope-
benedict-xvi/#more-9399

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine
God of peace and justice,

who change the hardened heart and break the power of violence,
we entrust the people of Ukraine to you.

Protect them in this time of peril;

let them know not death but life, not slavery but freedom.

You are Father of all;

we are brothers and sisters.

Give us the strength to live that truth in love,

choosing peace not war.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network — view at www.thepopevideo.org.

Pope’s intention for January - For educators: We pray that educators may be credible witnesses,
teaching fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.

Timboon 8th January 9:00 a.m. 15th January 9:00 a.m. | 22nd January 9:00 a.m.
2022 Assembly of W&C Mass Assembly W&C
Welcome A McMeel G Vogels L Tregea
Leaders R Hoffmann K Currell C Bullen A Vogels
Statue M Turner T O’Connor E O’'Connor | D Moloney M Moloney
Reader E O’ Connor T O’'Connor N McKinnon
POF G Vogels S Jayakody J Mclnerney
E.M.H.C. L Mclnerney K Currell
Bulletin G Swierczek G Swierczek G Swierczek
Slides P Nicholson P Nicholson P Nicholson
Cleaners M Turner M Turner M Turner
Simpson Assembly W&C 9:00am Closed Assembly W&C 9:00am
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