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In today’s gospel, Jesus chastises the Chosen People’s religious leaders of his day, putting a
very sobering message before them. In the parable, he tells of a landowner who leases his vineyard
into the care of tenants. When the harvest had come, he sent his servants to the tenants to claim his
due as the landowner. To the landowner’s dismay, the murderous tenants kill the servants. The landlord
then sends more servants only to have the tenants kill them too.

Finally, the landowner sends his son and heir, thinking that the tenants would surely respect his
son, respond appropriately to him, and pay what is due to the son to bring back to the landowner. But
the tenants kill the landlord’s son, thinking that they would then claim for themselves the inheritance that
would have gone to the son.

Jesus, the master teacher, then asks the leaders who are listening to him what they think the
landowner will then do. They reply that, of course, the landowner would severely punish the tenants,
take the vineyard from them and lease it to new tenants.

We may well be shocked that the father, knowing that many of his servants had already been
killed by the tenants, would send his son. But, in spite of that violent history, he trusts that his son would
be safe, and so the son goes without arms, defences or protection, only to be killed.

In Matthew’s hand, the parable becomes a story of salvation history. It speaks to us about God’s
dealings with his Chosen People, Israel. The vineyard is Israel (a familiar image in the Old Testament)
and the tenants are the religious leaders of Israel. The servants sent by the landowner are the prophets
God sent to Israel, many of whom suffered greatly, some even death. Eventually God did send his only
Son and Jesus is rejected and killed. God then extends the Kingdom to the whole world; Gentiles and
Jews.

So, what does this parable, focussed as it is on the failures of Israel’s religious leaders, mean for
us today? It tells us that, no matter the failings or abuses of the leaders of God’s people, God’s
Kingdom will prevail and will be fruitful. Also, that it embraces all humankind, not just a select few, but in
fact all creation. It tells us that God’s love will not be thwarted, no matter the misuse of privilege,
authority and power.

And the cornerstone of the Kingdom is Jesus, the Son, the one who was rejected. Our task, our
mission, is to be faithful to Jesus’ teaching and fruitful in bringing about the Kingdom in our world,
through works of justice, peace, and reconciliation, in love of neighbour, and in care and compassion for
the poor, the lonely, and the marginalised.

The letter to the Philippians assures us: Do not worry about anything. Keep on doing the things
of the Kingdom ... and the God of peace will be with us.

Anne Hunt © Majellan Media 2023

Our Sick: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Mary Dillon, Carmel Densley
Anniversaries In September: Graham Cecil

Anniversaries in October: Frank McKinnon, Gus Dickman, Edith Delahanty,
Eileen Bartels, Sandra van Kempan, Ann Ryan, Greg Carey, Lucy Nicholson,
Marilyn Vogels, Laurence Dillon, Johan Gagel, June Hunt, Jason McKenzie,
Ken Berry, Joseph Pekin

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the
Giraiwurrung lands on which we live, work and worship Our God."




LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 8th October

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

First Reading: isaian5:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House of Israel.
Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
In the middle he built a tower,
he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes,
but sour grapes were all that it gave.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem

and men of Judah,

| ask you to judge

between my vineyard and me.

What could | have done for my vineyard
that | have not done?

| expected it to yield grapes.

Why did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, | will tell you

what | am going to do to my vineyard:

| will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on,
and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on.
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;

overgrown by the briar and the thorn.

I will command the clouds

to rain no rain on it.

Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts

is the House of Israel,

and the men of Judah

that chosen plant.

He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: ps 799 12-16. 1920 R 1s 5:7

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
to plant it you drove out the nations.
It stretched out its branches to the sea,
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. (R.)

2. Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.)

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)




4. And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. (R.)

Second Reading:
Philippians 4:6-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

Do these things and the God of peace will be with you.
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is
noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything that can be thought
virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me and have been taught by me and
have heard or seen that | do. Then the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

GOSpel Acclamation: (Piease stand for the Gospel Acclamation)
See John 15:15
Alleluia, alleluia!
| call you friends, says the Lord,
because | have made known to you
everything | have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel:
Matthew 21:33-43
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

He leased his vineyard to other farmers.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a
landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it
to tenants and went abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next he sent some
more servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to
them. “They will respect my son,” he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the
heir. Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard
and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered,
‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the
produce to him when the season arrives.” Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:

It was the stone rejected by the builders
that became the keystone.
This was the Lord’s doing
and it is wonderful to see?

‘| tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’
The Gospel of the Lord...All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles,
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)



Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network — view at www.thepopevideo.org.

Pope’s intention for October — For the Synod: We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening
and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit toward the
peripheries of the world. Lord, hear us.

Prayer Service for the Referendum: Moments of healing this country
“One Journey, Together” online prayer event will be held on Friday, October 13, 2023 from 8.30am —

9.30am AEDT. This will be an opportunity to pause, and to reflect on our hopes for the referendum,
reconciliation more broadly and for what will follow. Link to register: https://www.trybooking.com/
events/landing/1125059

Laudato Si’: Everything is connected
In his encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis reminds T\ L -
us that everything is connected. Our relationship L\ W kS&

With natu re iS not Se parate from Ou r relati onsh i p With “The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family to-

gether to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change.” LS #13

God and others. This concept of integral ecology reduce rewse yg&%&(@ reltink repuspose
encourages us to care for the Earth and each

other. It calls us to action...“Be Food Smart” Did you know? One in five bags that we take home
from the Supermarket ends up in landfill. To see how much food you waste and to find ways to avoid it,
keep a diary for a week and record all the food wasted in your house.

Special Social Media Channels for the XVI Assembly
You can follow the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on these specific social
channels:  Facebook: @16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

Twitter: @16SynodAssembly

Instagram: @160ordinarygs

Sacred Heart College Ballarat Reunion: A reunion of SHC Ballarat East class of 1965 plus anyone
who attended SHC, will be held on Sunday, October 15, 2023 at GC’s Ballarat from 11.00am —
3.00pm. To attend email loisknights345@hotmail.com or ph. 0419 902538.

Timboon 8th October Assembly 15th October Mass 22nd October Assembly
2023 W&C 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. W&C 9:00 a.m.
Welcome L Tregea K Currell A McMeel
Leaders T O’ Connor K Currell K Currell R Hoffmann
Statue D Moloney M Moloney G Vogels A Vogels G Townsend
Reader K Currell N McKinnon J Mclnerney
POF R Hoffman E O’Connor A Vogels
E.M.H.C. C Bullen T O’Connor
Bulletin G Swierczek G Swierczek G Swierczek
Slides P Nicholson P Nicholson P Nicholson
Simpson Assembly W&C 9 a.m. Closed Assembly W&C 9 a.m.
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