
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508  Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825  
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012     Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

 

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Anne Beer 0417 369 322 / 5349 2168 
 

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members: 
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586     Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830     Anne Beer: 0417 369 322 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECENT DEATHS: 
Tony McDonald, Andrew Peacock, Jill McCaig 
(Briody). 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: 
Dawn Lardner, Cis Roberts, Connie Glenister, 
June Murphy, Mark Ryan, Mary Fitzpatrick, 
Sally Thain, Irene Walsh, Jack Meade, Moira 
Long & Bob Kirkpatrick. 
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby, 
Graeme Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy 
Fr Adrian McInerney, Valda Murphy,  
and all those in need of prayer 
 
ROSTERS 
Introduction & Readings                                                              
Today: Anne Beer 
May 2: John Jess 
Prayers of the Faithful  
Today: Jim Mahony 
May 2: Sue Mahony 
Assembly Leader 
May 2: Anne Beer & Maurice Barwick 
Special Minister  
May 2: Therese Jess 
Music 
Today: Sue Mahony 
May 2: Sue Mahony 
Church Cleaning, Linen & Flowers 
April 25 & May 2: Sue Mahony & Kim Truong 

Church Grounds 
April 25 & May 2: Jim Mahony 

Newsletter: 
April: Bernadette Franc 0427 678 830 
May: Angela Gerrard 0439 565 468 
 
MASS TIMES  
Sunday May 2nd 10.00 a m LLA 
(5th Sunday of Easter)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday April 25 th – Anzac Day 

Good Shepherd Sunday - World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations 

 
Our Diocesan Community – Issue 1, 2021 
The first edition of ODC for 2021 is available as of 
now. Please take a copy to the homebound, nursing 
homes, hospitals etc to spread the good news of the 
Diocese, 
 

Year of St Joseph – Monthly Reflection 
The April reflection, explains that St Joseph was a 

Man of Dreams.  
https://catholic.org.au/images/Year_of_St_Jo-

seph_Reflection_April_2021.pdf 
Daily Prayers to St Joseph: The ACBC have provided 

daily prayers and a shorter Litany to St Joseph  
available from https://catholic/org.au/yearofstjoseph 

 
Mass Counts update 
 

The 2021 National Mass Count will take place over 
the first four weekends in May (starting 2 May 2021). 

 
 
Get vaccinated for the common good – from the  
Diocese. 
Vaccination against COVID-19 is a morally good 
thing, providing protection for the person vaccinated 
and the wider community. Some COVID-19 vaccines 
are associated with ethically questionable production 
and research practices, but Pope Francis and the 
Australian Bishops have advised that it is morally  
permissible to receive any vaccine made available. 
More information is available at https://www.catho-
lic.org.au/coronavirus.  A media release and FAQ  
information from the Australian Catholic Bishops  
Conference is available from the diocesan website 
“news” section https://www.ballarat.catho-
lic.org.au/catholics-in-australia-encouraged-to-re-
ceive-covid-19-vaccine/ 
 

SUNDAY – 25th April 2021 – ANZAC DAY 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
The latest COVIDSafe updates are on the diocesan website “news” section www.ballarat.catholic.org.au.   

Lest We Forget 
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BATCH 54

GOD’S MYSTERIOUS WAYS

There are always different ways of seeing the 
same thing. For some of the Jews in Jerusalem, 
Jesus’ death was the necessary outcome for 
someone who was leading the people astray. 
Peter on the other hand has come to see it 
as the foundation and cornerstone of a new 
building. He does not deny that Jesus was 
rejected by some of his own, but he has come 
to appreciate it from a new point of view. As 
John expresses it, it is the means by which 
God lavishes us with love ushering in a new 
dawn for those with eyes to see. 

In a similar fashion Jesus speaks to his disciples 
in the Gospel today about how he understands 
his own death. The disciples could only see 
their hopes of being part of a new kingdom 
being dashed to pieces, and as a failure. Jesus 
did not see his death in this way. Rather, it is 
the gift of the loving shepherd, given freely for 
his flock that they might live. On this Anzac 
Day we remember with profound thanks the 
sacrifice of so many who have served and died 
so that we might live.

Despite how things might appear there is 
always a deeper reality that the person of 
faith is called to see and appreciate. There is 
an invitation to hope and trust in the hidden 
and unexpected ways that God works in our 
midst. Even failures and suffering can have a 
part to play in God’s plan for us.  Having the 
openness to look once again with the eyes of 
faith is part of the challenge of Easter.

FIRST READING Acts 4: 8-12

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
This is the only name by which we can be saved.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said: ‘Rulers 
of the people, and elders! If you are questioning 
us today about an act of kindness to a cripple, 
and asking us how he was healed, then I am 
glad to tell you all, and would indeed be glad 
to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by 
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
by this name and by no other that this man is 
able to stand up perfectly healthy, here in your 
presence today. This is the stone rejected by 
you the builders, but which has proved to be 
the keystone. For of all the names in the world 
given to men, this is the only one by which we 
can be saved.’

 ■  The word of the Lord.

RESP PS Ps 117: 1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29. R. v. 22

R. The stone rejected by the builders  
has become the cornerstone. (or Alleluia!)

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, / 
for his love has no end. / It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord / than to trust in men:  / it 
is better to take refuge in the Lord / than to 
trust in princes. R.
2. I will thank you for you have given 
answer / and you are my saviour. / The stone 
which the builders rejected / has become the 
cornerstone. / This is the work of the Lord, / a 
marvel in our eyes. R.
3. Blessed in the name of the Lord / is he who 
comes. / We bless you from the house of the 
Lord; / I will thank you for you have given 
answer / and you are my saviour. / Give thanks 
to the Lord for he is good; / for his love has no 
end. R.

SECOND READING 1 Jn 3: 1-2

A reading from the first letter of St John.
We shall see God as he is.
Think of the love that the Father has lavished 
on us,
by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children of 
God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet 
been revealed;
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is.

 ■  The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 10: 14 

Alleluia, alleluia! / I am the good shepherd, 
says the Lord; / I know my sheep, and 
mine know me. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 10: 11-18
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.
Jesus said: 
 ‘I am the good shepherd: 
 the good shepherd is one who lays down his 

life for his sheep.
 The hired man, since he is not the shepherd

 and the sheep do not belong to him,
 abandons the sheep and runs away
 as soon as he sees a wolf coming,
 and then the wolf attacks and scatters the 

sheep;
 this is because he is only a hired man
 and has no concern for the sheep.
 I am the good shepherd;
 I know my own
 and my own know me,
 just as the Father knows me
 and I know the Father;
 and I lay down my life for my sheep.
 And there are other sheep I have
 that are not of this fold,
 and these I have to lead as well.
 They too will listen to my voice,
 and there will be only one flock
 and one shepherd.
 The Father loves me,
 because I lay down my life
 in order to take it up again.
 No one takes it from me;
 I lay it down of my own free will,
 and as it is in my power to lay it down,
 so it is in my power to take it up again;
 and this is the command I have been given 

by my Father.’
 ■  The Gospel of the Lord.
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