OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508

St Columbas Ballarat North; 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 Contact:
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Anne Beer 0417 369 322 / 5349 2168

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:

Gall Hall: 0412 311 586

Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

Anne Beer: 0417 369 322

SUNDAY - Jan 30" January, 2022
4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time- Year C

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)

below. QR check-in still required.

Keep up-to-date with the latest COVID-19 restrictions on the government website .
Updates are also available from the diocesan website. See details of this week’s changes

There is a shocking turnaround in today's Gospel. The
people with whom Jesus grew up were assembled in
the Nazareth synagogue. After they heard him read
Sacred Scripture and give a one sentence homily
"Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing" St. Luke tells us that "all spoke well of him
and were AMAZED at the gracious words that came
from his mouth." But that amazement soon turned into
doubt and then into fury. — Fr. Roger J. Landry

RECENT DEATHS:
ANNIVERSARIES:
Rene Miles, John Fraser, Chris Tweddle, Jack
Flemming, June Lofts, Peter Paul Cushing, George
Mulcahy, Francis Gallagher, Michael Pearce, Jean
Slater, Manuel Fernandes & Janis Russell.
PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby,
Graeme Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,
Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Graeme Trethowan
and all those in need of prayer.
ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: Bernadette Franc
Feb 6™: Anne Beer

Prayers of the Faithful
Today: Charlie Franc
Feb 6™: John Jess
Assembly Leader
Today: Jim & Sue Mahony
Feb 6™: Sue Mahony & Anne Beer
Special Minister
Today: Anne Beer
Feb 6™: Therese Jess

Music
Today: Sue Mahony
Feb 6™: Sue Mahony
Church Cleaning, Linen & Flowers
Jan 23" — Feb 13": Bernadette Franc &
Therese Jess.
Church Grounds
Jan 23" — Feb 13" Bill Franc & John Jess.
Newsletter
January — Carmel Milenkovic 0407320759
February — Angela Gerrard 0439565468

MASS TIMES - for next week
February 6™: LLA 10.00 AM
5" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Caritas Prayer for Tonga and the Pacific
Loving God, We hold before you in our hearts the people of
Tonga in this time of need.
We know that the communities of the Pacific often
experience fragility.
Now, with the volcanic explosion leading to both a Tsumani
and the degradation of land and water through ash, we ask
that your people find strength and feel closer to you than
ever.
They are communities of great faith.
May they turn to you for peace and reassurance.
May they turn to each other for comfort and community.
And mat they turn to us for support and solidarity.
We all share this mysterious world, which you have
entrusted to our care as one family.
May your Holy Spirit give us wisdom and courage and fill us
with the gift of hope.Amen
Caritas Appeal for Tonga
Tonga is reeling after the violent underwater volcano eruption
triggered tsunamis, destroyed telecommunications and
blanketed the country in ash and rock. Roads, bridges and
homes are damaged. Water supplies have been
contaminated by volcanic ash and saltwater. Tonga needs
your support urgently. Give now to help with emergency
response. Donate at

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific/

Symbols and images

This episode marks the first of many rejections experienced
by Jesus. The final rejection was, of course, to lead to the
cross, but the cross is not the end of the story, nor is this
rejection in Nazareth. Jesus simply slips away and continues
on the path he has chosen.

A priest was giving a lesson in the 23" psalm to a group of
children when he noticed little Johnny seemed upset by the
verse.”Surely, goodness and mercy will follow me all the
day’s of my life.” “Whats wrong Johhny?” the priest asked.
“Well”, replied Johhny.”Im not worried about goodness and
mercy, but I'm not sure I'd like Shirley following me around
all the time.”


https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific/

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 4:18
Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord sent me to
bring Good News to the poor and freedom
to prisoners. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 4:21-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

Jesus, like Elijal and Elisha, was not sent only to
the Jews.

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, “This
text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’
And he won the approval of all, and they were
astonished by the gracious words that came
from his lips.

They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’
But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me
the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and
tell me, “We have heard all that happened in
Capernaum, do the same here in your own
countryside.”  And he went on, ‘I tell you
solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his
own country.

‘There were many widows in Israel, I can
assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven
remained shut for three years and six months
and a great famine raged throughout the land,
but Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he
was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian
town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there
were many lepers in Israel, but none of these
was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’

When they heard this everyone in the
synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their
feet and hustled him out of the town; and they
took him up to the brow of the hill their town
was built on, intending to throw him down
the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and
walked away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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GOD’S WORD PREVAILS

Prophets are normally understood as
foretellers, but more often their role is that
of being forth-tellers, that is, those who have
the often-dangerous role of proclaiming God’s
word. Since God’s word to Israel was often
one of challenge, the ministry of the prophet
was undertaken in the midst of opposition,
rejection, and misunderstanding. As Jeremiah
begins his ministry as prophet, he is prepared
for the difficulties that lie before him but
encouraged with the knowledge that God
will protect and defend him. One of the ways
that Luke portrays Jesus is as a prophet and,
like the prophets before him, his message will
lead to rejection by his own people. At first
Jesus’ message is received with wonder but
as the challenge of Jesus’ words comes to be
understood, his own people become enraged
and seek to destroy him. As Jesus slips from
their grasp we see the promise of protection
made to Jeremiah being fulfilled. Despite
opposition, God’s word will be proclaimed.

During Paul’s ministry, there were occasions
when it was necessary for him to speak
truths to his
communities. The Christians in Corinth

uncomfortable fledgling
had been blessed with many spiritual gifts
— tongues, prophecy, knowledge — but these
very gifts had become a source of division
and competition within the community. Paul
knew that the only lasting foundation upon
which the community could be built was that
of love. It is only with the eyes of love that one
can see clearly enough to come to maturity in
Christ.

Christopher Monaghan CP
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FoOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / C

FIRST READING Jer 1:4-5,17-19
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations.

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was
addressed to me, saying,
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you;
before you came to birth I consecrated you;
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations.
So now brace yourself for action.
Stand up and tell them
all I command you.
Do not be dismayed at their presence,
or in their presence I will make you dismayed.
I, for my part, today will make you
into a fortified city,
a pillar of iron,
and a wall of bronze
to confront all this land:
the kings of Judah, its princes,
its priests and the country people.
They will fight against you
but shall not overcome you,
for I am with you to deliver you —
it is the Lord who speaks.’
The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 70:1-6, 15, 17.R. v. 15
R. I will sing of your salvation.

1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge; / let me never
be put to shame. / In your justice rescue me,
free me: / pay heed to me and save me. R.

2. Be a rock where I can take refuge, / a
mighty stronghold to save me; / for you are my
rock, my stronghold. / Free me from the hand
of the wicked. R.

3. Itis you, O Lord, who are my hope, / my
trust, O Lord, since my youth. / On you I have
leaned from my birth, / from my mother’s
womb you have been my help. R.

4. My lips will tell of your justice / and day by
day of your help. / O God, you have taught me
from my youth / and I proclaim your wonders
still.  R.

THE SAVING WORD

30 JANUARY 2022
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SECOND READING 1 Cor 13:4-13.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul

to the Corinthians

There are three things that last: faith, hope and
love; and the greatest of these is love.

Love is always patient and kind: it is never
jealous; love is never boastful or conceited, it is
never rude or selfish; it does not take offence,
and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in
other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it
is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and
to endure whatever comes.

Love does not come to an end. But if there
are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when
they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will
not continue for ever; and knowledge - for this,
too, the time will come when it must fail. For
our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying
is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all
imperfect things will disappear. When I was a
child, I used to talk like a child and think like
a child, and argue like a child, but now I am
a man, all childish ways are put behind me.
Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror;
but then we shall be seeing face to face. The
knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but
then I shall know as fully as I am known.

In short, there are three things that last: faith,
hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.
The word of the Lord.
Longer form, 1 Cor 12:31-13:13
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