
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 Contact: St 
Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012 Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Anne Beer 0417 369 322 / 5349 2168 Parish Support - If you 

need help with anything, please phone one of our members: 
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830  

SUNDAY – 17th July 2022 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Checking-in is no longer required.  Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings, but they are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving 
home.  They are strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms, are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19 and/or are outdoors 
and cannot physically distance. 

 DEATHS: We pray for the recently deceased. 
 
 ANNIVERSARIES: 
Rose Harrison, Rhonda Crowe, Tony Purcell, Ellen 
Kelly, Kathleen Hinchcliffe, Nan Naylor, Margaret 
Hinchcliffe, Tom Bending, Brendan Ryan, Kevin 
Briody, Ken Linke, Mona Boyle, Ken Ryan & Rev  
Keith Wright.   
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby,  
Graeme Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy, 
Fr Adrian McInerney, Graeme Trethowan   and all those 
in need of prayer. 
 

ROSTER: 
Introduction & Reading 
Today: Jim Mahony 
24th July: John Jess 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Today: John Jess 
24th July: Sue Mahony 
Assembly Leader 
Today: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy 

  Special Minister 
Today: Gail Hall 
Music 
Today: Sue Mahony 
24th July: Sue Mahony 
Church Cleaning, Linen Flowers 
July 17th: Bernadette Franc & Carita Clancy 
July 24th & 31st: Chandler Family 
Church Grounds  

 July 17th Bill Franc & John Jess 
Newsletter 
July - Bernadette Franc 0427678830 
MASS TIMES for Next Week 
July 24th MASS 8.30 am  

  Vinnie’s Winter Appeal 
To contribute go to https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-
vic/winter-appeal-vic accommodation, financial support, as 
well as material 

OUR DIOCESAN NEWS is available today at the 
entrances to the Church. Our community farewell for Anne 
Beer features in this edition. 

Exploring the Word  

This Sunday’s readings lead us to ponder the gift of hospi-
tality; the giving and receiving we experience. May we 
learn to welcome our Lord who wishes to dwell with us. In 
the First Reading, Abraham gives us the example of Bed-
ouin hospitality. In welcoming three strangers, he wel-
comes his Lord and receives the good news that Sarah will 
conceive a son. In the Psalm it is we who are invited to 
come into the Lord’s presence. And what are our disposi-
tions? In the Second Reading from Colossians, Paul 
speaks of sharing in the sufferings of Christ. It is our 
choice to receive this message – that of Christ among us, 
the hope of our glory. In the Gospel, the story of Martha 
and Mary, we learn of the importance of presence to the 
other, of stillness, of attentive listening, and of hospital-
ity. May we be aware this week of our attitude to others. 
Do we welcome them, do we listen …? 

DIOCESE OF BROOME 
Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service 

NEEDED URGENTLY - VOLUNTEER WORKERS 
The Diocese of Broome, WA, urgently requires volunteers 
to assist with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Mis-
sions. There are various important voluntary tasks: admin-
istration, building maintenance, gardening, shop staffing, 
cooking, cleaning etc. Placements are preferred for a period 
of 6 months plus. 
In return for being part of the team, we offer accommoda-
tion, living expenses and an allowance. 
For further details, and an application form, please contact: 
Volunteer Coordinator, Janet Ryan: 08 9192 1060 
Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org  
Web: www.broomediocese.org 
Mail:  PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725 
 

HOSPITAL / HOSTEL VISITATION: 
Rev David Thompson (Uniting Church) has received an in-
vitation from the Beaufort Hospital to resume devotional 
services at the Hostel and, possibly the nursing home as 
well. Member(s) of our congregation welcome to be part of 
the team. Please let Bernadette know if available. 
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Christopher Monaghan CP

TO DEEPER TRUTHS

Things are not always what they seem and 
we can all be fooled by first appearances. The 
life of faith calls us to go beyond appearances 
to the deeper truths that underlie them. This 
requires an openness to the unexpected and 
we may well receive more than we bargained 
for! Abraham and Sarah did not think that 
they were welcoming the Lord by entertaining 
three unknown guests. Their generous 
hospitality meets a most unexpected reward 
when the Lord promises them the son they 
dearly long for.

Similarly, the Lord’s reply to Martha is not 
what she anticipated. In her concern to put 
on a welcome worthy of her guest, she has 
been momentarily deafened to the deeper 
invitation of listening to the life-giving word 
of Jesus. While she is looking at what she can 
do for the Lord, the Lord reminds her of what 
his word can do for her!

When Paul wrote to the Colossians he was in 
prison and the community of Colossae would 
have been concerned for him and dispirited by 
his dreadful situation. With the eyes of faith, 
Paul invites them to see that his suffering is 
not a sign of his defeat but, rather, a sharing 
in the saving suffering of Christ for the sake 
of the Church. Paul’s ministry appears to have 
come to a dead end, but for those able to see 
with the eyes of faith, it is a deeper sharing in 
the rich mystery which had been hidden for 
generations.

FIRST READING Gen 18:1-10

A reading from the book of Genesis
Lord, do not bypass your servant.

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of 
Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance 
of the tent during the hottest part of the day. 
He looked up, and there he saw three men 
standing near him. As soon as he saw them he 
ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them, 
and bowed to the ground. ‘My Lord,’ he said 
‘I beg you, if I find favour with you, kindly do 
not pass your servant by. A little water shall be 
brought; you shall wash your feet and lie down 
under the tree. Let me fetch a little bread and 
you shall refresh yourselves before going further. 
That is why you have come in your servant’s 
direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’

 Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah. 
‘Hurry,’ he said ‘knead three bushels of flour 
and make loaves.’ Then running to the cattle 
Abraham took a fine and tender calf and gave 
it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. 
Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had 
prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate 
while he remained standing near them under 
the tree.

 ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. 
‘She is in the tent’, he replied. Then his guest 
said, ‘I shall visit you again next year without 
fail and your wife will then have a son.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 14:2-5. R. v. 1

R. The just will live in the presence of the 
Lord.
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy 
mountain? / He who walks without fault; / he 
who acts with justice / and speaks the truth 
from his heart; / he who does not slander with 
his tongue. R.

2. He who does no wrong to his brother, / who 
casts no slur on his neighbour, / who holds the 
godless in disdain, / but honours those who 
fear the Lord. R.

3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may; / 
who takes no interest on a loan / and accepts 
no bribes against the innocent. / Such a man 
will stand firm for ever. R.

SECOND READING Col 1:24-28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Colossians
The mystery hidden for centuries has now been 
revealed to his saints.
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am 
suffering now, and in my body to do what I can 
to make up all that has still to be undergone 
by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. 
I became the servant of the Church when 
God made me responsible for delivering God’s 
message to you, the message which was a 

mystery hidden for generations and centuries 
and has now been revealed to his saints. It was 
God’s purpose to reveal it to them and to show 
all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The 
mystery is Christ among you, your hope of 
glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the 
wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone 
and instruct everyone, to make them all perfect 
in Christ.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Lk 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia! Happy are they who 
have kept the word with a generous heart, 
and yield a harvest through perseverance. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 10:38-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
Martha took up the duties in the house. Mary chose 
the better part.

Jesus came to a village, and a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. She had 
a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s 
feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha 
who was distracted with all the serving said, 
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving 
me to do the serving all by myself? Please 
tell her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: 
‘Martha, Martha,’ he said ‘you worry and fret 
about so many things, and yet few are needed, 
indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the 
better part; it is not to be taken from her.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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