
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 Contact: St 
Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012 Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Anne Beer 0417 369 322 / 5349 2168 Parish Support - If you 

need help with anything, please phone one of our members: 

Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830  

SUNDAY – 28th August 2022 
Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) - Checking-in is no longer required.   

Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings, but they are still recommended.  Carry a mask when leaving home.   

They are strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms and are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19. 
 

DEATHS 
Brian Ward 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: 
Myrtle Elizabeth Cushing, Sarah Fay, Alex Butler, 
Catherine Butler, Doreen Freeman, Bob Pearce,  
Cobber McGregor, Mick Franc, Elizabeth Cushing, 
Nell Cockerell, Agnes and Edward Brady, Margaret 
Herbert, Kath Mulcahy, Fr Bob Markey 
  
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby,  
Graeme Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy, 
Fr Adrian McInerney, Graeme Trethowan, 
Bernie Duffy and all those in need of prayer. 
 

ROSTER: 
Introduction & Reading 
Today: Sue Mahony 
4th Sept: Gerrard Family 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 
Today: Bernadette Franc 
28th Aug: Gerrard Family 
 

Assembly Leader 
4th Sept: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy 
 

Special Minister 
Today: Gail Hall 
18th Sept: Gail Hall 
 

Music 
Today: Sue Mahony 
4th Sept:  Sue Mahony 
 

Church Cleaning, Linen Flowers 
28th August: Briody Family 
4th-11th Sept: Bernadette Franc & Therese Jess 
 

Church Grounds  
28th August: Briody Family 
4th-11th Sept: Bernadette Franc & Therese Jess 
 

Newsletter 
August – Angela Gerrard 0439 565 468 
 
MASS TIMES for Next Week 
September 4th:  LLA 10.00am  
 

THANK YOU 
We are most grateful to Anne Beer and Harold (dec) and 
family for their very generous donation to have our Nativity 
Scene pieces recently restored. Anne committed to doing 
this at her farewell morning tea. They have since been 
done and they have come up superbly.  
Anne’s generosity will ensure that our Nativity Scene will 
continue to adorn our beautiful church for years to come.  
Anne has commented that her family have enjoyed their  
involvement with our church over 40 plus years and this 
gesture is a way of recognising this.  
Anne also sent a photo to show her lovely purchase of an 
outdoor setting which she used our voucher for.  
Many thanks Anne and family.   
Thank you also to Carmel for getting the statues to Ballarat 
and home again, all in one piece.  
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
This year’s Social Justice Statement,  
Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse, invites us to  
engage with a complex and confronting social reality.  
It explores the roots of violence and abuse, honours the 
voices of victims, offers a social and theological  
exploration of the reality of violence, especially against 
women and children, and invites us to develop  
relationships in all parts of our lives ‘marked by equality 
and reciprocity rather than domination and violence,  
respect and freedom rather than coercion and control.’  
We welcome this urgent call from our Church to deepen 
our faith through full and frank discussion and dialogue, 
advocacy and action. 
 
MAKING CONNECTIONS  
Some things to consider this week  
Do you appreciate all things while expecting nothing? 

• What does honour mean to you? 
• How do you repay kindnesses done to you?  
• Offer table fellowship and share a meal with 

someone who would appreciate your company this 
week. 

 
PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK: 
God of might, giver of every good gift, 
put into our hearts the love of your name, 
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good and,  
by your watchful care, keep safe what you have nurtured. 
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WONDER FOR GIFTS RECEIVED

It has been said that the problem with 
humility is that it’s the only virtue you can’t 
boast about! For some it is a sign of maturity, 
for others, it shows a lack of belief in oneself, 
or it can be a means of subtly advancing your 
own cause in a way that is socially acceptable, 
but self-serving.

As Jesus addresses the question of humility, 
he wisely takes it in stages. Firstly, using the 
example of the wedding feast, he leads the 
Pharisees to admit that a self-serving humility 
can result in a person being exalted. Having 
gained their attention, Jesus moves on to deal 
with the nature of authentic humility which 
expresses itself in care for those who are less 
fortunate.

Over the last few weeks, the passages taken 
from the letter to the Hebrews have been 
reflecting on various aspects of the life of faith. 
These passages have been both encouraging 
and challenging. As the reflection concludes 
there is a call to awe, gratitude and humility 
for the marvellous gifts every Christian has 
received. In the ancient world the firstborn 
son would enjoy the lion’s share of the 
inheritance, and many Christians, as slaves, 
did not enjoy the status of citizenship. This 
meant that they had, at best, limited rights. 
As Christians, however, their status has been 
radically changed. The covenant in Jesus’ 
blood makes us all ‘firstborn sons’, sharing 
the same dignity and status as citizens in the 
heavenly Jerusalem.

FIRST READING Sir 3:17-20, 28-29

A reading from the book of Sirach

Humble yourself and you will find favour with the 
Lord.

My son, be gentle in carrying out your 
business,

and you will be better loved than a lavish 
giver.

The greater you are, the more you should 
behave humbly,

and then you will find favour with the Lord;
for great though the power of the Lord is,
he accepts the homage of the humble.
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,
since an evil growth has taken root in him.
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on 

parables,
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 67:4-7, 10-11. R. cf. v. 11

R. God, in your goodness, you have made 
a home for the poor.

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of 
God, / they shall exult and dance for joy. / 
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name; / 
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. R.

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the 
widow, / such is God in his holy place. / God 
gives the lonely a home to live in; / he leads 
the prisoners forth into freedom.   R.

3. You poured down, O God, a generous 
rain: / when your people were starved you gave 
them new life. / It was there that your people 
found a home, / prepared in your goodness, 
O God, for the poor. R.

SECOND READING Heb 12:18-19, 22-24

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God.
What you have come to is nothing known to 
the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning 
to total darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting 
thunder or the great voice speaking which made 
everyone that heard it beg that no more should 
be said to them. But what you have come to 
is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of 
angels have gathered for the festival, with the 
whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born 
son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come 
to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been 
placed with spirits of the saints who have been 
made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who 
brings a new covenant.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 11:29 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Take my yoke upon you;
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 14:1, 7-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all 
who humble themselves shall be exalted.

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal 
to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; 
and they watched him closely. He then told the 
guests a parable, because he had noticed how 
they picked the places of honour. He said this, 
‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take your seat in the place of honour. A 
more distinguished person than you may have 
been invited, and the person who invited you 
both may come and say, “Give up your place to 
this man.” And then, to your embarrassment, 
you would have to go and take the lowest place. 
No; when you are a guest, make your way to 
the lowest place and sit there, so that, when 
your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move 
up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at 
the table will see you honoured. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and the 
man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

 Then he said to his host, ‘When you give 
a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, 
brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear 
they repay your courtesy by inviting you in 
return. No; when you have a party, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that 
they cannot pay you back means that you are 
fortunate, because repayment will be made to 
you when the virtuous rise again.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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