
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012 Email: 
ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY – 15th January 2023
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. - Year A

The Mass readings for the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A inspire us to think about the call to holiness and the 
need to declare that Jesus has died for our redemption. In the 
the first reading, we hear one of the “Servant Songs”. The 
psalm is a prayer of both thanksgiving and lament. The 
second reading evokes the call to holiness. The Gospel re-
calls the public actions of John the Baptist to identify Jesus  as
the Lamb of God. John the Baptist recalls the baptism of 
Jesus and that he saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus. 

RECENT DEATHS:Cardinal George Pell
  ANNIVERSARIES:

John Mulcahy, Anne Packer, Charlotte Campbell, Mar-
garet Collins, Michelle Dorney, Mary Cox, Ann O’Brien, 
Nora Bourke, Elizabeth Drew, Robert Stewart, Mabel 
Roberts, Liam Fitzpatrick& Melva Watkins.

PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Graeme Dawson, Blake
Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,Fr Adrian McInerney, Graeme 
Trethowan, Bernie Duffy 
  and all those in need of prayer.

ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: Sue Mahony
Jan 22nd: Bernadette Franc

Prayers of the Faithful
Today: Bernadette Franc
Jan 22nd: John Jess

Assembly Leader
  Jan 29th: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy

Special Minister
  Jan 29th: Gail Hall.

Music
Today: Sue Mahony
 Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers
Jan 22nd & 29th: Judy Franc & Carmel Milenkovic

Church Grounds
Jan 22nd & 29th: Charlie Franc & Peter Milenkovic
Newsletter
January: Carmel Milenkovic  0407 320 759

MASS TIMES NEXT WEEK
January 22nd      Mass 8.30  

   

  

    Columban Calendars 
 Available now from Sue Mahony for $8 

  
     Why We Do, TheThings We Do.

  Why do we have “ordinary” Sundays? 
In between all the festive occasions that occure in the 

life of a family there are many days which we might call 
‘ordinary’. Filled with daily rituals-preparing meals, front-
ing up for work, dropping kids at footy proctice and misic 
lessons- they are an essential dimension of family life. 
Our Church calendar, too, has periods called ’Sundays in
Ordinary Time’ or Sundays of the Year’ which are 
numbered consecutively. In between all the ‘ special oc-
casions’(the various Christian feast and seasons) they 
are the sustaining celebrations of our life together as a 
faith family.
     *****************************************************

Called to Serve
In the Gospel John the Baptist experiences the revel-

ation of Jesus as the Messiah, but he doesn't keep this 
revelation to himself, but shares it with all who encoun-
ters. Likewise, we are also called to share the revelation 
of Jesus as Messiah and to shine this light and to serve 
by being witnesses of the light in the world.

A young couple had only been married for several weeks
and just returned from their honeymoon when the wife 
said he her husband.” I have some great news.etty soon,
there’s going to be three in the house instead of two” Her
husbands face lit up.”That’s wonderful news honey I’m 
thrilled’.The wife said ”I’m so glad you feel the way about 
my mother moving in”..
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Batch 66

Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING Isa 49: 3, 5-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

I will make you the light of the nations so that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, 
Israel,

in whom I shall be glorified’;
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord,
my God was my strength.
And now the Lord has spoken,
he who formed me in the womb to be his 

servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
to gather Israel to him: 

 ‘It is not enough for you to be my servant,
 to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back 

the survivors of Israel;
 I will make you the light of the nations
 so that my salvation may reach to the ends 

of the earth.’
 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 39: 2, 4, 7-10. R. vv. 8, 9

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord / and he 
stooped down to me; / he heard my cry. / He 
put a new song into my mouth, / praise of our 
God. R.

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, / 
but an open ear. / You do not ask for holocaust 
and victim. / Instead, here am I. R.

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written / 
that I should do your will. / My God, I delight 
in your law / in the depth of my heart. R.

4. Your justice I have proclaimed / in the great 
assembly. / My lips I have not sealed; / you 
know it, O Lord. R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 1: 1-3

A reading from the first letter of St Paul  
to the Corinthians.
The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you.
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, 
together with brother Sosthenes, send greetings 
to the church of God in Corinth, to the holy 
people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take 
their place among all the saints everywhere who 
pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their 
Lord no less than ours. May God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and 
peace.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 1: 14, 12  

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among us.

He enabled those who accepted him

to become the children of God.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 1: 29-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John.

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world.

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke 
of when I said: A man is coming after me who 
ranks before me because he existed before me. 
I did not know him myself, and yet it was to 
reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with 
water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit 
coming down on him from heaven like a dove 
and resting on him. I did not know him myself, 
but he who sent me to baptise with water had 
said to me, “The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and rest is the one who is 
going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I 
have seen and I am the witness that he is the 
Chosen One of God.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

LIGHT TO ALL PEOPLES

Like Archimedes, there are times we can call 
out ‘eureka’ (I have found!) and know that we 
have come to a moment of understanding and 
insight about ourselves. In the first reading, 
the mysterious servant figure found in the 
book of Isaiah has arrived at such a moment. 
They have come to see that their ministry is 
not only to bring the exiled people of Israel 
back to their land and to their God but to 
stand as a light and beacon to the nations.

In a similar fashion, John the Baptist comes to 
understand himself most truly when he sees 
Jesus and can proclaim him as the Lamb of 
God. At that moment, he understands that 
his ministry’s purpose is to prepare the way 
for Jesus. His baptism of repentance is one 
that prepares the ground for the baptism of 
the Spirit which Jesus will give.

During the next seven weeks, the second 
reading will be taken from Paul’s first letter to 
the community he had founded in Corinth. 
lt was a vibrant and volatile community that 
was just as varied in status, nationality and 
wealth as the cosmopolitan city itself. The 
city was a hive of activity situated where trade 
routes north-south and east-west intersected. 
As Paul begins the letter, he is mindful of the 
international character of the city and of the 
early Christian movement itself and so it is 
with this insight that he prays with all those 
throughout the world who call with faith on 
the name of Jesus.

15 January 2023Second Sunday in ordinary Time / a
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