
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012 Email: 
ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY – 22nd January 2023
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. - Year A

  RECENT DEATHS:
  ANNIVERSARIES:

Margaret Cuthybertson, Sarah Daniels, Arthur Crick, 
Cyril Wall, Partick Frances Cushing, Bridgette Cushing,
Ces Keays, John Norris & Tom Johnston.

PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Graeme Dawson, 
Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,Fr Adrian McInerney, 
Graeme Trethowan, Bernie Duffy 
  and all those in need of prayer.

ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: Bernadette Franc
Jan 29th: Genevieve Johnston

Prayers of the Faithful
Today: John Jess
Jan 29th: Charlie Franc

Assembly Leader
  Jan 29th: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy

Special Minister
  Jan 29th: Gail Hall.

Music
Today: Sue Mahony
  Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers
Jan 22nd & 29th: Judy Franc & Carmel Milenkovic

Church Grounds
Jan 22nd & 29th: Charlie Franc & Peter Milenkovic
Newsletter
January: Carmel Milenkovic  0407 320 759

MASS TIMES NEXT WEEK
January 29th      LLA 10.00 am 

Columban Calendars 
Available now from Sue Mahony for $8

Ministries for the Mass of the Oils 2023
The Mass of the Oils will take place on Monday, April 3,
2023.  Can you please advise me if your catechumens
and  candidates  would  be  available  and/or  willing  to
participate in this Mass. 

Did you know?

Points of interest and Catholic lore 

• When the people of Israel returned to the 
Promised Land after their liberation from Egypt, 
the land was divided among the twelve tribes 
descended from the twelve sons of Jacob. 
Zebulun and Naphtali were two of those sons.  

• The town of Capernaum stood on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee, on the border of the areas 

given to these two sons of Jacob. 
• Matthew uses the term kingdom of heaven rather 

than kingdom of God. This may have been 
because his audience is largely Jewish, and Jews
avoided using the sacred name of God. 

• This is another example of Matthew stating that, 
in Jesus, the Old Testament prophecies of the 
Messiah’s coming are fulfilled. 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine

God of peace and justice, who change the hardened 
heart and break the power of violence, we entrust the 
people of Ukraine to you. Protect them in this time of 
peril; let them know not death but life, not slavery but 
freedom. You are Father of all; we are brothers and 
sisters. Give us the strength to live that truth in love, 
choosing peace not war. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Exploring the Word

This gospel tells of the first public actions of Jesus’ 
ministry. It should be studied in conjunction with the first 
reading from Isaiah, which speaks of a light coming that 
breaks the ‘bars’, ‘yokes’ and ‘rods’ that bind people and 
weigh them down. 

 What are the things that weigh you down at the 
moment? 

 From what does our world need to be liberated? 

This gospel reveals Jesus as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy. John the Baptist, the precursor, has now left 
the scene, having been arrested, so Jesus takes up and 
completes his message of repentance because the 
kingdom is at hand. In the final verses, the manifestation 
of that kingdom is made apparent. People are healed 
and the Good News is proclaimed. The second part of 
this text shows the effectiveness of Jesus’ message. His 
voice and his proclamation draw people from their 
labours to a new kind of work: cooperating in the task of 
drawing people to the truth of God’s plan for the world.

 Explore the call of discipleship and what that 
means for people who follow Christ today. How 
are we called to ‘come, follow me’? 

The LIGHT has come. Repent, for the kingdom
of Heaven is at hand



A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL 
Reproduction of this bulletin in any form prohibited. Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and    
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2023.   
No 1967. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

Batch 66

Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING Isa 8:23 – 9:3

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
In the Galilean country, the people have seen a great 
light.

In days past the Lord humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days 
to come he will confer glory on the Way of the 
Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the 
nations.

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing  

the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 26:1, 4,13 –14. R.v.1

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; / 
whom shall I fear? / The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; / before whom shall I 
shrink? R.

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, / 
for this I long, / to live in the house of the 
Lord, / all the days of my life, / to savour 
the sweetness of the Lord, / to behold his 
temple. R.

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness / 
in the land of the living. / Hope in him, hold 
firm and take heart. / Hope in the Lord! R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 1:10 –13,17

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians
I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up 
the differences between you.
I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the differences 
between you, and instead of disagreeing among 
yourselves, to be united again in your belief 
and practice. From what Chloe’s people have 
been telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear 
that there are serious differences among you. 
What I mean are all these slogans that you have, 
like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am 
for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been 
parcelled out? Was it Paul that was crucified for 
you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul?
 For Christ did not send me to baptise, but 
to preach the Good News, and not to preach 
that in the terms of philosophy in which the 
crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Jesus preached the 
Good News of the kingdom, / and healed 
all who were sick. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 4:12 – 23

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of Isaiah 
be fulfilled.
Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went 
back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went 
and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on 
the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this 
way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: 
Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! / Way of 
the sea on the far side of Jordan,  / Galilee of the 
nations! / The people that lived in darkness / has 
seen a great light; / on those who dwell in the 
land and shadow of death  / a light has dawned.
From that moment Jesus began his preaching 
with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand.’
 As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he 
saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, 
and his brother Andrew; they were making a 
cast in the lake with their net, for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they 
left their nets at once and followed him.
 Going on from there he saw another pair of 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; they were in their boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. At once, leaving the boat and their father, 
they followed him.
 He went round the whole of Galilee teaching 
in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News 
of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases 
and sickness among the people.

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

Shorter form: 4: 12-17

CHRIST’S LIGHT
Many of us have had the experience of 
searching desperately for a torch or candle in 
the midst of a blackout. It can be a confusing 
and discouraging time till we find some source 
of light. Isaiah knew that the people of Galilee 
were in need of some encouragement and 
light in those dark days after the Assyrians 
had conquered their cities and led them into 
exile. He looks forward in hope to the day 
when God will lead them home and remove 
their burden.

For Matthew Jesus’ ministry could be best 
understood and viewed through the filter 
of Isaiah’s prophecy. A light dawns as Jesus 
begins his ministry, a ministry of teaching, 
healing and encouragement.  The burden the 
people carry is now being gently lifted away 
by Jesus’ compassion and care. It is, however, 
a ministry that is not to be Jesus’ alone. 
From the beginning, others such as Peter and 
Andrew, James and John, are called to share 
generously in bringing others into the light of 
the kingdom.

When members of Chloe’s household reported 
to Paul that the Corinthian community was 
divided he knew that they had unwittingly 
returned to fumbling around lost in the dark. 
How was he to bring them back? First of all, he 
reminds them that Paul, Apollos and Cephas 
were to be seen as nothing more other than 
the bearers and preachers of Christ’s light. He 
forcefully reminds them that their unity is to 
be found in Jesus who gave the most eloquent 
sermon of all when he offered his life on the 
cross.
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