
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012            Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830 
Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members: 

Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830  

SUNDAY – 4th March 2023 
               Second Sunday in Lent - Year A 

  RECENT DEATHS:  1 
ANNIVERSARIES: Monica Smith, Lucy Wildenberg,  2 
Walter McDowell, William & Emmiline Lynch,  3 
Bill Campigli, Monsignor Thomas O’Brien,  4 
Irene Belleville, Fred Glare 5 
 6 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 7 
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Graeme Dawson, 8 
Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,Fr Adrian McInerney, 9 
Graeme Trethowan, Bernie Duffy and all those in need 10 
of prayer. 11 
 12 
ROSTER: 13 
Introduction & Reading 14 
Today: John Jess  15 
March 12th: Angela Gerrard  16 
Prayers of the Faithful 17 
Today: Clarrie Johnston 18 
March 12th: Clarrie Johnston  19 
Assembly Leader 20 
 Today: Genevieve & Clarrie Johnston 21 
Special Minister 22 
 Today: Therese Jess 23 
Music 24 
Today: Sue Mahony 25 
Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers 26 
March 5th & 12th: Therese Jess & Bernadette Franc 27 
Church Grounds 28 
March 5th & 12th: John Jess & Bill Franc 29 
Newsletter 30 
March: Angela Gerrard   0439 565 468 31 

 32 
MASS TIMES NEXT WEEK 
March 12th   Mass 8.30am 33 
 34 
The Mass of the Oils - Monday, April 3rd, 2023  35 
6.30pm, St Patrick’s Cathedral Supper in hall to follow 36 
 37 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 38 
Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine:  39 
God of peace and justice, who change the hardened 40 
heart and break the power of violence, we entrust the 41 
people of Ukraine to you.  42 
Protect them in this time of peril; let them know not 43 
death but life, not slavery but freedom. 44 
You are Father of all; we are brothers and sisters.  45 
Give us the strength to live that truth in love, choosing 46 
peace not war.  47 
Through Christ our Lord.  48 
Amen 49 
 50 
 51 
 52 

Caritas agencies respond to catastrophic   53 
earthquake in Turkey and war-torn Syria 54 
Caritas agencies are responding to earthquakes in  55 
southeast Türkiye and Syria, where thousands of lives 56 
have been lost and the death toll increases by the hour.   57 
Your generous support can help provide emergency  58 
relief to help families recover and rebuild from disaster. 59 
Visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/tur-60 
key-and-syria-earthquake/  61 
or call 1800 024 413 toll free to provide much needed 62 
support by donating to Middle East Emergency Appeal. 63 
 64 
Pray by Doing Something 65 
Prayer is an essential part of the Lenten experience. 66 
There is a saying that without prayer, fasting is just  67 
dieting. Without prayer, almsgiving is just social work. 68 
Prayer connects us with our loving God. 69 
So during Lent, it is important to focus more time on 70 
prayer. This is a good time to develop a daily prayer  71 
habit if you don’t already have one. If you already have  72 
a prayer habit, consider adding to it. Or change it up  73 
if your routine has become stale and dry. 74 
 75 
Fast from a Bad Attitude or Habit 76 
Fasting helps us focus on God as the greatest importance 77 
in our lives. Other things we can do without. It unites us 78 
with our Lord Jesus who fasted in the desert for 40 days. 79 
Sometimes we are called to give up a food item,  80 
like lollies or soft drink. 81 
Sometimes we are called to give up something which is 82 
occupying our time, like video games or social media.  83 
This is a good time to think about what is ruling your life. 84 
Where is your attention drawn?  85 
What is occupying your time and thoughts?  86 
Give that thing up. 87 
And then when Lent is over, contemplate where your  88 
focus went when you no longer had that thing. Were you 89 
more able to focus on God and others?  90 
If so, try not to let the thing you gave up take over your life 91 
again. If you go back to it, keep it under control, in check. 92 
 93 

 94 
 95 
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TRUSTING THE PROMISE

At the beginning of Lent, it is not uncommon 
for people to feel discouraged or dissatisfied. 
Another year has come and gone and there is 
still much to be done as we get our spiritual 
house in order. Today’s readings converge as 
they give reasons not to lose heart in God 
or, perhaps more importantly, in ourselves 
because we are loved by God. Abraham and 
Sarah were prepared to set out on the greatest 
adventure of their lives in their old age. Such 
willingness to trust in God’s promises, despite 
the difficulties that lie before us, is at the very 
heart of the life of faith.

Prior to setting out for his final journey to 
Jerusalem, Jesus instructed the disciples 
that a brutal death awaited him. They were 
discouraged and bewildered, fearful both for 
Jesus and themselves. In the midst of this 
Jesus takes some of them aside and goes up 
the mountain and is transfigured before them. 
Their fear is now replaced by terror, but Jesus 
comes and touches them, encouraging and 
empowering them for the road that lies ahead.

In a similar fashion, the second letter to 
Timothy invites him not to be disheartened 
by the challenges and difficulties that beset 
him. God’s grace and power have already 
been poured freely into our hearts. Since this 
is the case there is no need to be disheartened 
or fearful.    Jesus’ death has already won the 
victory, all that is needed is for us to take 
heart and trust in the new life that has been 
promised to us.

FIRST READING	 Gen 12:1-4

A reading from the book of Genesis
The call of Abraham, the father of God’s people.
The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, 
your family and your father’s house, for the 
land I will show you. I will make you a great 
nation; I will bless you and make your name so 
famous that it will be used as a blessing.
  ‘I will bless those who bless you:
  I will curse those who slight you.
  All the tribes of the earth
  shall bless themselves by you.’
So Abram went as the Lord told him.

	■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 32:4-5, 18-20, 22. R. v. 22

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
as we place our trust in you.
1.  The word of the Lord is faithful / and 
all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves 
justice and right / and fills the earth with his 
love.  R.

2.  The Lord looks on those who revere him, / 
on those who hope in his love, / to rescue 
their souls from death, / to keep them alive in 
famine.  R.

3.  Our soul is waiting for the Lord. / The Lord 
is our help and our shield. / May your love be 
upon us, O Lord, / as we place all our hope in 
you.  R.

SECOND READING	 2 Tim 1:8-10

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to Timothy
God has saved us, and called us to be holy.
With me, bear the hardships for the sake of 
the Good News, relying on the power of God 
who has saved us and called us to be holy – not 
because of anything we ourselves have done 
but for his own purpose and by his own grace. 
This grace had already been granted to us, in 
Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time, but 
it has only been revealed by the Appearing of 

our saviour Christ Jesus. He abolished death, 
and he has proclaimed life and immortality 
through the Good News.

	■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 17:5 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice  

is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL	 Mt 17:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
His face shone like the sun.
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone. There in their 
presence he was transfigured; his face shone like 
the sun and his clothes became as white as the 

light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them; they were talking with him. Then Peter 
spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it is wonderful 
for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
tents here, one for you, one for Moses and one 
for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when suddenly 
a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and 
from the cloud there came a voice which said, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my 
favour. Listen to him.’ When they heard this, 
the disciples fell on their faces, overcome with 
fear. But Jesus came up and touched them. 
‘Stand up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when 
they raised their eyes they saw no one but only 
Jesus.
  As they came down from the mountain Jesus 
gave them this order. ‘Tell no one about the 
vision until the Son of Man has risen from the 
dead.’

	■ The Gospel of the Lord.

Second Sunday of Lent / A 5 March 2023

PILGRIMAGE IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF ST PAUL THROUGH GREECE 

AND TURKEY

11-23 SEPTEMBER 2023
Chaplain:  
Fr Michael Goonan SSP, 
Editor of God’s Word and 
St Pauls Sunday Bulletins
Organised by  
Harvest Journeys

For more info scan the QR code, or  
phone 1800 819 156 

www.harvestjourneys.com
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