OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012 Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY - 7*" May, 2023
Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year A

DEATHS:

ANNIVERSARIES:

Therese Anderson, Joy Crouch, Pastor Peter Font, Pat
Hugh Ferrari, Kath Martin, Max Naylor, Eugene Grigg
Roma Briody, Anne Jess, Ellen & Brian Flanagen.

PRAY FOR THE SICK:

Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Blake Dridan,
Shelagh Mulcahy, Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Graeme
Trethowan, Bernie Duffy, Tony Collins and all those in
need of prayer.

ROSTER:

Introduction & Reading

Today: Sue Mahony

May 14" John Jess.

Prayers of the Faithful

Today: Genevieve Johnston.

May 14™: Carita Clancy

Assembly Leaders

May 21%: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy.
Special Minister

Today: Clarrie Johnston

May 21t Gail Hall

Music

Today: Sue Mahony

Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers

May 14" & 21 Bernadette Franc & Therese Jess.
Church Grounds

May14th & 21st: Bill Franc & John Jess
Newsletter

May: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

MASS TIMES
May 14" Mass 8.30 am

MASS COUNTS START TODAY and every Sunday
for May.

Our Diocesan Community — Issue 1 2023

The first edition of ODC 2023 is available for
collection. Parishioners are encouraged to take copies
to the homebound, nursing homes, hospitals, etc., to
spread the good news of the diocese.

Pope’s intention for May - for church movements
and groups: We pray that Church movements and
groups may rediscover their mission of evangelisation
each day, placing their own charisms (spiritual gifts) at
the service of needs in the world. Lord, hear us.

MARY MACKILLOP PILGRIMAGE:

The Sisters of Saint Joseph have prepared an Australian
Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary MacK:illop”
commencing in Melbourne on 17 October, journeying
through Victoria and South Australia, and ending at Mary
MacKillop Place, North Sydney on 28 October 2023.
During the pilgrimage we visit many places associated
with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry.

For details, itinerary and application form please contact
national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au or 89124818.

MAY IS THE MONTH FOR REMEMBERING MARY:

Every community has its heroes and heroines, people
whose lives embody an ideal and inspire us to greater
heights. The Church, too, holds up men and women who
are outstanding witnesses to the Gospel.

Of al the saints, prophets and holy people who have gone
before us in faith, Catholics honour Mary in a special way
because of her unique role in the story of Christianity. As
the mother of Jesus, she was the first to bear the Good
News of salvation to the world. Mary’s life is the most
perfect example we have of a life lived under the grace of
the Holy Spirit. Her feminine presence opens us to
essential dimensions of the Gospel and draws us closer to
the heart of Christ.

‘Mother of God remember me. Mother of
God, You have remembered me.’

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Prayer for
Peace and Justice in Ukraine

God of peace and justice, who change the hardened
heart and break the power of violence, we entrust the
people of Ukraine to you. Protect them in this time of
peril; let them know not death but life, not slavery but
freedom. You are Father of all; we are brothers and
sisters. Give us the strength to live that truth in love,
choosing peace not war. Through Christ our Lord. Amen

A praver from this week’s Responsorial Psalm:

“The LLord is merCiful toward those who trust in him?

PPC MEETING THURS MAY 18 at 6 PM
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Exploring the Word

The readings today are all concerned with the law and
commandments of Moses. They reflect on the
happiness which can be ours if we keep to the spirit of
the law and not just its letter.

This week, we might pray for all law makers,
ecclesiastical or secular, that they always work for the
greater good of all. We also pray that the Spirit will be
with all those who have the power to bring greater
peace in the world.

A prayer from this week’'s Responsorial Psalm:

Happy are they who follow the law Of the
Lord!

of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in
need.



you may be too.
You know the way to the place where I am
going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where
you are going, so how can we know the way?’
Jesus said:

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

No one can come to the Father except

through me.

If you know me, you know my Father too.

From this moment you know him and have

seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and
then we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him
‘and you still do not know me?

“To have seen me is to have seen the Father,

so how can you say; “Let us see the Father”?

Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is in

me?

The words I say to you I do not speak as

from myself:

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing

this work.

You must believe me when I say

that I am in the Father and the Father is in

me;

believe it on the evidence of this work, if for

no other reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly,

whoever believes in me

will perform the same works as I do myself,

he will perform even greater works,

because I am going to the Father.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Brl?aking Open
“Wor

OPEN TO CHANGE

Living with change is often uncomfortable and
unsettling. Ways of acting and seeing things
no longer work as they once did. We look for
direction and a sure guide, to know how to act
in the present, and plan for the future. It may
be a source of comfort to know that the early
Church faced many challenges and needed to
adapt to changing situations and contexts. The
very growth of the community in Jerusalem
had created its own problems and the apostles
were stretched thin. Consequently, some
groups were disadvantaged. It was a moment
of tension and decision which led the apostles
to call for deacons to be appointed so that the
needs of the poor, and the need for the word
to be proclaimed, would both be satisfied.

When Jesus spoke of his coming departure
the disciples were rightly fearful. How would
they manage without Jesus’ presence to guide
them? They felt ill-prepared for such change
and distrustful of their own ability to find the
right path. Addressing this dilemma, Jesus
reminds them that his departure is how God
will open the way to a future that they have
not yet dared to imagine.

To deal with changes creatively we need a solid
core on which we can rely. Peter stresses that
steadfastness in the face of opposition and
misunderstanding is an essential requirement
in the life of a disciple. For others Jesus is
a stumbling block, but for believers he is
a precious stone. In a constantly changing
world, there is one firm foundation, and we
are called to trust in him and sing his praises.

Christopher Monaghan CP

THE SAVING WORD

FirTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / A

FIRST READING Acts 6:1-7
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and
wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution
their own widows were being overlooked. So
the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples
and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for
us to neglect the word of God so as to give out
food; you, brothers, must select from among
yourselves seven men of good reputation,
filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will
hand over this duty to them, and continue to
devote ourselves to prayer and to the service
of the word.” The whole assembly approved of
this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
They presented these to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread:
the number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly
increased, and a large group of priests made
their submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. v. 22
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we
place our trust in you. (or Alleluia!)

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; /
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. / Give
thanks to the Lord upon the harp, / with a
ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful / and

all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves

justice and right / and fills the earth with his
love. R.

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him, /
on those who hope in his love, / to rescue
their souls from death, / to keep them alive in
famine. R.

7 MAay 2023

SECOND READING 1 Pet 2:4-9
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men
but chosen by God and precious to him; set
yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy
priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices
which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to
God, may be living stones making a spiritual
house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion
a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and
the man who rests his trust on it will not be
disappointed. That means that for you who are
believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the
stone rejected by the builders has proved to be
the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to
bring men down. They stumble over it because
they do not believe in the word; it was the fate
in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing
the praises of God who called you out of the
darkness into his wonderful light.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! / I am the way, the
truth, and the life, says the Lord; / no one

comes to the Father, except through me. /
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 14:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

I am the way, the truth, and the life.

Jesus said to his disciples:

Jn 14:6

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Trust in God still, and trust in me.

There are many rooms in my Father’s house;
if there were not, I should have told you.

I am now going to prepare a place for you,
and after I have gone and prepared you a
place,

I shall return to take you with me;

so that where I am
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