OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY - 25th June, 2023
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

ANNIVERSARIES:

Tom Lester, Irmgard Liopold, Thomas Bourke,
Maggie Topp, Mary O’Callaghan, Ken Cameron,
Marisa Di Giambattista, Stan Read, Avis Shannon,
Agnes Mary Cushing, Chappie O’Brien, Fred Platek,
Linda May Hains

PRAY FOR THE SICK:

Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Blake Dridan,
Shelagh Mulcahy, Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Graeme
Trethowan, Bernie Duffy, Tony Collins, Eileen
McManus and all those in need of prayer.

ROSTER:

Introduction & Reading

Today: Angela Gerrard

July 2nd: Clarrie Johnston

Prayers of the Faithful

Today: Sue Mahony

July 2nd: Genevieve Johnston

Assembly Leaders

July 2nd: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy
July 16th: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy
Special Minister

July 2nd: Gail Hall

July 16th: Gail Hall

Music

Today: Sue Mahony

July 2nd: Sue Mahony

Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers

Jun 25th & 2nd July: Sue Mahony & Angela Ger-
rard

Church Grounds

Jun 25th & 2nd July: Jim Mahony & Tom Franc
Newsletter

July: Bernadette Franc 0427 678 830

MASS TIMES
July 2nd: 10.00am LLA

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL

Donations to the St Vincent de Paul Society’s
Annual Winter Appeal can be made at
https://www.vinnies.org.au/nswwinterwarmthappeal
on 13 18 12 and at all Vinnies Shops.

Donations over $2.00 are tax deductible.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

We welcome Sr Helen today

Congratulations to Sr Helen for her 80th birthday

We look forward to celebrating this milestone with her
Please join us in the Parish Centre

for Morning Tea after this Mass

PILGRIMAGE:

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP

The pilgrimage will begin in East Melbourne on Octo-
ber 17 and conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in North
Sydney on October 28. Along the way pilgrims will
visit historic sites and towns including Portland, Pe-
nola, Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North
Sydney. Register at https://www.marymackillop-
place.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pil-

grimage/

SAVE CALVARY

We are asked by Bishop Paul to

sign the online petition to Save Calvary

The ACT Government announced that it would
compulsorily acquire Calvary Public Hospital in
Canberra. The Hospital is an apostolic work of the Lit-
tle Company of Mary and has served residents of the
ACT and nearby NSW towns since 1979.

There has been considerable commentary on the
ACT Government’s action, and sustained media inter-
est.

Archbishop Prowse has called for the decision to be
revisited and has established a taskforce, led by
Father Tony Percy, to challenge the

ACT Government’s plan. He has supported a peti-
tion ‘Save Calvary’ https://www.savecalvary.com.au/

The forced takeover of one Catholic apostolic work
that receives government funding presents an un-

known risk to other Catholic apostolic works which
also receive

government funding.

COLLECTION

The Annual Collection for the Holy Father is to be
taken up throughout the world on July 1st, near the
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul

Through this collection we have the opportunity to
support the Pope's pastoral care for people around
the world.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 15:26-27

Alleluia, alleluia! / The Spirit of Truth will
bear witness to me, says the Lord, / and
you also will be my witnesses. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Do not fear those who can kill the body.

Mt 10: 26-33

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not
be afraid. For everything that is now covered will
be uncovered, and everything now hidden will
be made clear. What I say to you in the dark,
tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers,
proclaim from the house-tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who
can destroy both body and soul in hell. Can
you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet
not one falls to the ground without your Father
knowing. Why, every hair on your head has
been counted. So there is no need to be afraid;

you are worth more than hundreds of sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the
presence of men, I will declare myself for him
in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the
one who disowns me in the presence of men,
I will disown in the presence of my Father in

heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

St Anselm defined theology as faith seeking
understanding. As people of faith, we seek to
understand and respond to how God’s plan
is unfolding in our own lives. One of the
most difficult hurdles for a person of faith
to overcome is coming to terms with the fact
that proclaiming the will of God can lead to
persecution and suffering. The first reading and
the Gospel address this challenge calling us to
be steadfast and faithful in times of persecution
and rejection. Jeremiah’s natural response to
persecution was calling on God to intervene
and avenge him in the present. When Jesus
commissioned the disciples, they were invited
to respond in a different way. Disciples of
every age are called to trust that our present
faithfulness in times of persecution will not be
forgotten or go unrewarded.

One of the tasks that faced Paul was teasing
out and explaining to his contemporaries how
Jesus’ suffering and rejection fitted into God’s
saving plan. What looked like disaster and
failure he had come to see as the dawn of a new
age. Comparing Jesus to Adam provided Paul
with the means to share his understanding that
what had been lost by Adam’s sin had now
finally been regained, and more than regained,
through the death of Jesus. God did not avenge
Jesus’ death but transformed a moment of
violence into the most extraordinary moment
of grace. Disciples are called to not only
understand this mystery but let it penetrate

our lives in times of suffering and rejection.

Christopher Monaghan CP
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING Jer 20: 10-13
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

He has delivered the soul of the needy from the
hands of those who are evil.

Jeremiah said:

I hear so many disparaging me,

* “Terror from every side!”

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’

All those who used to be my friends

watched for my downfall,

‘Perhaps he will be seduced into error.

Then we will master him

and take our revenge!’

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero;

my opponents will stumble, mastered,
confounded by their failure;

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be
theirs.

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with
justice,

who scrutinise the loins and heart,

let me see the vengeance you will take on
them,

for I have committed my cause to you.
Sing to the Lord,

praise the Lord,

for he has delivered the soul of the needy
from the hands of evil men.

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 68: 8-10, 14, 17, 33-35. R. v. 14
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. It is for you that I suffer taunts, / that
shame covers my face, / that I have become

a stranger to my brothers, / an alien to my
own mother’s sons. / I burn with zeal for your
house / and taunts against you fall on me. R.

2. This is my prayer to you, / my prayer for
your favour. / In your great love, answer me,
O God, / with your help that never fails: /
Lord, answer, for your love is kind; / in your
compassion, turn towards me. R.

THE SAVING WORD

25 June 2023

3. The poor when they see it will be glad / and
God-seeking hearts will revive; / for the Lord
listens to the needy; / and does not spurn his
servants in their chains. / Let the heavens and
the earth give him praise, / the sea and all its
living creatures. R.

SECOND READING Rom 5: 12-15

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.

God’s gift to us is nothing like our sin against him.

Sin entered the world through one man, and
through sin death, and thus death has spread
through the whole human race because everyone
has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before
the Law was given. There was no law and so no
one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’,
yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses,
even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was
not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the
gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it
is certain that through one man’s fall so many
died, it is even more certain that divine grace,
coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came
to so many as an abundant free gift.

The word of the Lord.
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