
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012            Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830 

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members: 
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830  

SUNDAY – 2nd July, 2023 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 

  ANNIVERSARIES:      
Jenny Hare, Kathleen Fay, Maureen Franc,  
Hannah Rogan, Mick Tansey, Herta Klym, 
Mel Naylor, Kevin Gillingham, Fr Robert  
Stickland, Pam Crick, Kathleen O’Brien & Brian 
McCluskey. 
 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Blake Dridan, 
Shelagh Mulcahy, Fr Adrian McInerney, Graeme 
Trethowan, Bernie Duffy, Tony Collins, Eileen 
McManus and all those in need of prayer. 
 

  ROSTER: 
Introduction & Reading 
Today: Clarrie Johnston 
July 9th: Bernadette Franc 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Today: Genevieve Johnston 
July 9th: Charlie Franc 
Assembly Leaders 
Today: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy 
July 16th: Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy 
Special Minister 
Today: Gail Hall 
July 16th: Gail Hall 
Music 
Today: Sue Mahony 
July 2nd: Sue Mahony 
Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers 
9th & 16th July: Colleen Briody 

  Church Grounds 
9th & 16th July: Gerard Briody 
Newsletter 
July: Bernadette Franc 0427 678 830 

 
MASS TIMES 
July 9th:  8.30 AM MASS 

 
 

  Today is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander    
    Sunday: 

Every year, on the first Sunday in July, Catholics 
Come together across Australia to acknowledge and 
celebrate the gifts of Australia’s First Peoples in the 
Catholic Church. 

 
    
 

A HAPPY CELEBRATION  
Thanks everyone for coming along to celebrate Sr 
Helen’s 80th birthday. It was a very well attended  
gathering, including members of other Beaufort faith 
communities. Sr Helen has asked me to pass on her 
grateful appreciation to all.  
 
SAVE CALVARY  
We are asked by Bishop Paul to sign the online  
petition to Save Calvary. 
 
The ACT Government announced that it would  
compulsorily acquire Calvary Public Hospital in  
Canberra. The Hospital is an apostolic work of the  
Little Company of Mary and has served residents of 
the ACT and nearby NSW towns since 1979.  
There has been considerable commentary on the 
ACT Government’s action, and sustained media  
interest. Archbishop Prowse has called for the  
decision to be revisited and has established a  
taskforce, led by Father Tony Percy, to challenge the  
ACT Government’s plan. He has supported a  
petition ‘Save Calvary’  
https://www.savecalvary.com.au/ 
 
The forced takeover of one Catholic apostolic work 
that receives government funding presents an  
unknown risk to other Catholic apostolic works which 
also receive government funding.  
 
PILGRIMAGE:   
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP  
The pilgrimage will begin in East Melbourne on Octo-
ber 17 and conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in North 
Sydney on October 28.  Along the way pilgrims will 
visit historic sites and towns including Portland, Pe-
nola, Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North 
Sydney.  Register at https://www.marymackillop-
place.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pil-
grimage/ 
    
COLLECTION 
The Annual Collection for the Holy Father is to be 
taken up throughout the world on July 1st, near the 
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. 
Through this collection we have the opportunity to  
support the Pope's pastoral care for people around 
the world. 
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Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16

A reading from the second book of the Kings.
That is the holy man of God, let him remain there.
One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, 
a woman of rank who lived there pressed him 
to stay and eat there. After this he always broke 
his journey for a meal when he passed that way. 
She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure the 
man who is constantly passing our way must 
be a holy man of God. let us build him a small 
room on the roof, and put him a bed in it, and 
a table and chair and lamp; whenever he comes 
to us he can rest there.’
 One day when he came, he retired to the upper 
room and lay down. ‘What can be done for 
her?’ he asked. Gehazi (his servant) answered, 
‘Well, she has no son and her husband is old.’ 
Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The servant called her 
and she stood at the door. ‘This time next year,’ 
Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 88: 2-3, 16-19. R. v. 2

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord.

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; / 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your 
truth. / Of this I am sure, that your love lasts 
for ever, / that your truth is firmly established 
as the heavens. R.

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a 
king, / who walk, O Lord, in the light of your 
face, / who find their joy every day in your 
name, / who make your justice the source of 
their bliss. R.

3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory 
of their strength; / it is by your favour that 
our might is exalted:  / for our ruler is in the 
keeping of the Lord; / our king in the keeping 
of the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
Having been buried with him through baptism, we 
shall walk in a new life.
When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were 
baptised in his death; in other words, when we 
were baptised we went into the tomb with him 
and joined him in death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we 
too might live a new life.
 But we believe that having died with Christ 
we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we 
know, having been raised from the dead will 
never die again. Death has no power over him 
any more. When he died, he died, once for all, 
to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in 
that way, you too must consider yourselves to 
be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Pet 2: 9 

Alleluia, alleluia! / You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy people. / Praise 
God who called you out of darkness and into 
his marvellous light. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 10: 37-42

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
Anyone who does not accept his cross is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone 
who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to 
me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow in my footsteps is not 
worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will 
lose it; anyone who loses his life for my sake 
will find it.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; 
and those who welcome me welcome the one 
who sent me.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he 
is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and 
anyone who welcomes a holy man because he is 
a holy man will have a holy man’s reward.

 ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones because he is a 
disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most 
certainly not lose his reward.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

GOSPEL MESSAGE BEFORE ALL ELSE
Anyone who has ever been on the receiving 
end of gracious hospitality in a time of need 
knows how marvellous it is to be trusted 
by a stranger. To be treated with respect 
by someone who does not know us is not 
something to be overlooked. In the case of 
Elisha, a woman’s generous and attentive 
hospitality reaped a most unexpected reward, 
the promise of a child. In its early years, 
the Christian movement was going through 
a period of rapid growth and expansion. 
This meant that preachers were required 
to move from one community to another 
passing on the traditions of Jesus’ sayings 
and teachings. To sustain such endeavours 
a network of hospitality was required. 
Today’s Gospel reflects that situation. Both 
the missionaries, and the communities that 
would welcome them, were instructed about 
their responsibility for the Gospel message, 
and for each other. Jesus’ call may sound 
harsh and uncompromising but what is being 
communicated is the need to put the Gospel 
message before all else, to follow in Jesus’ 
footsteps and to share in his life.

After some twenty years of missionary 
work, of preaching, catechesis and founding 
communities, Paul reflects with the community 
in Rome on the meaning of our baptism as 
Christians. It is not simply a sign of entering 
a new community of faith but, at its deepest 
level, being brought into the saving life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. The events of that 
first Easter are not simply foundational 
events to be gratefully remembered but must 
transform every aspect of our lives.
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