OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY - July 30, 2023
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

RECENT DEATHS: Shelia Hunter & Agnes Harney

ANNIVERSARIES:
Margaret Quinn, Bill McDonald, Veronica Baker,

Karen Phongo, Terry Dickson, lan Smith, Joseph De

Souza, Robert Wood, lan Beaton, Montanah
Dubignon, Robert Beggs, Kira-Lilli Smith, Robert
McKibbin, Jack Briody & Bob McArthur.

PRAY FOR THE SICK:

Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Blake Dridan,
Shelagh Mulcahy, Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Graeme
Trethowan, Bernie Duffy, Tony Collins, Eileen
McManus, Ena Frichot and all those in need of
prayer.

ROSTER:

Introduction & Reading

Today: Angela Gerrard

Aug 6t": Bernadette Franc

Prayers of the Faithful

Today: Genevieve Johnston

Aug 6%: Charlie Franc

Assembly Leaders

Today: Sue & Jim Mahony

Aug 6 Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy
Special Minister

Today: Clarrie Johnston

Aug 6%: Gail Hall

Music

Today: Sue Mahony

Aug 6": Sue Mahony

Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers
Aug 6" & 13t: Chandler Family
Church Grounds:

Aug 6" & 13™: Chandler Family
Newsletter:

August: Carmel Milenkovic 0407 320 759

MASS TIMES

Aug 6: 10.00 AM LLA
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS:

Tues August 8": The Feast of St Mary of the Cross

MacKillop

Tues August 15™: The Feast of the Assumption of

The Blessed Virgin Mary

PILGRIMAGE:

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP

The pilgrimage will begin in East Melbourne on
October 17 and conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in
North Sydney on October 28. Along the way pilgrims
will visit historic sites and towns including Portland,
Penola, Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North
Sydney. Register at https://www.marymackillop-
place.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pil-
grimage/

Diocesan e-News

Read about news and events of the diocese in the latest
edition of e-News https://www.ballarat.catho-
lic.org.au/news-events/e-news/

A reminder that there are a couple of relevant articles for
us in this edition. Firstly, a recap and photos of our get —
together for Sr Helen’s recent 80" Birthday.

Secondly, am excellent article following Sr Shelia’s re-
cent passing.

Pope’s intention for July — For a Eucharistic Life:
We pray that Catholics may place the celebration of the
Eucharist at the heart of their lives, transforming human
relationships in a very deep way and be opening to the
encounter with God and all their brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us.

St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust

The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust offers
scholarships to enable lay people to further their
understanding and skills in leadership/ministry or a
specialised activity, such as promoting faith
enhancement, social justice and pastoral care. More
information and Applications Forms are available at
https://pallottine.org.au/svpscholarship. Closing date
is August 4, 2023.

ROSTER INFO REQUEST:

Carita is currently preparing our next roster. If you
are planning to be away, can you please advise
Carita of the dates you will be away? Also, if you
are available to volunteer, please let Carita know.
This is a reminder to us of the importance of the
roles we all fulfil.
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GOSPEL Mt 13:44-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off
happy, sells everything he owns and buys the

field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds
one of great value he goes and sells everything

he owns and buys it.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul
it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the
good ones in a basket and throw away those
that are no use. This is how it will be at the
end of time: the angels will appear and separate
the wicked from the just to throw them into
the blazing furnace where there will be weeping

and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?” They said,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Well, then, every
scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out
from his storeroom things both new and old.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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FINDING OUR TREASURE

As a young king, Solomon knew that he had
much to learn to be the ruler the people of
Israel needed him to be. When God invited
him to ask for whatever he needed he asked
for the gift of discernment between good
and evil. Wealth might come and go, but the
treasure he needed most of all was the gift of

wisdom.

Matthew concludes the parabolic discourse
with four parables that emphasise the wisdom
that is required to not only recognise what is
of lasting value but to hold on to it when we
find it. It can be that what is of value is often
hidden like the treasure in the field, or needs
to be discovered like the pearl, or sorted like
the catch that the dragnet brings in. While
Jesus spoke of the treasure of the kingdom of
God, Matthew has come to see that the pearl
of great price is Jesus himself who is the source

of our hope and the wisdom we need to live
life to the full.

Throughout the eighth chapter of the letter
to the Romans, Paul encourages his readers to
take heart during the struggles and difficulties
that they face as Christians. Our faith itself
is a pearl of great price, a gift and treasure
that gives us the strength to deal with the
struggles and complexities of our lives. God
can transform even the darkest moments and
our faith helps us to live with hope in the
future glory God has prepared for us.

Christopher Monaghan CP

/

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
A reading from the first book of the Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give
you.” Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you
have made your servant king in succession to
David my father. But I am a very young man,
unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of yours that
you have chosen, a people so many its numbers
cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how to discern
between good and evil, for who could govern
this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for
this. ‘Since you have asked for this’, the Lord
said, ‘and not asked for long life for yourself
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have
asked for a discerning judgement for yourself,
here and now I do what you ask. I give you a
heart wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 118:57,72,76-77,127-130. R. v. 97
R. Lord, I love your commands.

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, / is to
obey your word. / The law from your mouth
means more to me / than silver and gold. R.

2. Let your love be ready to console me / by
your promise to your servant. / Let your love
come to me and I shall live / for your law is
my delight. R.

3. That is why I love your commands / more
than finest gold. / That is why I rule my life
by your precepts: / I hate false ways. R.

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; / therefore
I obey it. / The unfolding of your word gives
light / and teaches the simple. R.

THE SAVING WORD

30 Jury 2023

SECOND READING

Rom 8:28-30
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

We know that by turning everything to their
good God co-operates with all those who love
him, with all those that he has called according
to his purpose. They are the ones he chose
specially long ago and intended to become true
images of his Son, so that his Son might be the
eldest of many brothers. He called those he
intended for this; those he called he justified,
and with those he justified he shared his glory.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia! / Blessed are you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, / you have
revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom. / Alleluia!
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