
OUR COMMUNITY NEWS
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508 Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 
Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012            Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY – August 20TH , 2023
20TH  Sunday in Ordinary Time

RECENT DEATHS: Peter Spicer, Clive Drinkwater.
ANNIVERSARIES: 

Mavis McKeegan, Frank Briody, Neville Tardrew, 
Betty McPherson, Doug Impey, Pasquell Montodure, 
Jack Briody, Jessie Freeman & Gavin Nolte.
PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne,  Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy, Fr 
Adrian McInerney, Graeme Trethowan, Bernie Duffy, 
Tony Collins, Eileen McManus, Ena Frichot, Frank 
Meehan and all those in need of prayer.

 ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: John Jess
Aug 27th

: Angela Gerrard
Prayers of the Faithful
Today: Carita Clancy
Aug 27th: Charlie Franc
Assembly Leaders
Sept 3rd:  Angela Gerrard & Carita Clancy
Special Minister
Sept 3rd : Therese Jess
Music
Sue Mahony
Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers
Aug 20th & 27th: Judy Franc & Carmel Milenkovic

  Church Grounds:
Aug 20th & 27th: Charlie Franc & Peter Milenkovic

  Newsletter:
August: Carmel Milenkovic 0407320759

  MASS TIMES
Aug 27th:: Mass 8.00am 

 ROSTER: new rosters are available at the back of the         
   church.  

   The Funeral Mass for Fr Frank Smith CSsR will be held
at Our Lady Help of Christians Church, 480A Gillies 
Street, Wendouree at 10:30 am on Friday August 25. 

 PILGRIMAGE:        
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP 
The pilgrimage will begin in East Melbourne on 
October 17 and conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in 
North Sydney on October 28.  Along the way pilgrims 
will visit historic sites and towns including Portland, 
Penola, Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North 
Sydney.  Register at https://www.marymackil-
lopplace.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-
pilgrimage/

Ena Fricot wishes to thank everyone for their support 
and prayers during her recent illness. 

The Gospel story of the Canaanite woman exempli-
fies her unwavering faith in Jesus, despite facing 
tests and challenges. This reflection highlights how Je-
sus's mission extends beyond Israel, embracing all peo-
ple who believe in Him, fostering a worldwide family 
united by faith in the Lord's salvation. 

 Faith and Persistence: The Canaanite woman’s 
unwavering faith and persistent plea for help 
display the importance of trust and perseverance
in approaching Jesus. Despite initial challenges 
and seemingly discouraging responses, she 
remains steadfast in seeking Jesus’ intervention, 
leading to the manifestation of her faith.

 Humility and Teachability: The encounter 
between Jesus and the Canaanite woman 
illustrates the significance of humility and 
openness to learning from Him. The woman 
acknowledges Jesus’ authority and power, and 
even in the face of what may seem like a rebuff, 
she demonstrates a teachable heart, prompting 
Jesus to acknowledge and praise her great faith.

 God’s Love for All People: Jesus’ interaction 
with the Canaanite woman highlights God’s love 
for all people, transcending cultural and ethnic 
boundaries. This encounter emphasizes that 
God’s compassion extends to everyone, 
regardless of their background or nationality.

 Jesus’ Mission to Restore Us: The encounter 
with the Canaanite woman underscores Jesus’ 
mission to restore and heal humanity. By 
showing mercy and granting the woman’s 
request, Jesus demonstrates His divine power to
bring healing and deliverance to those in need.

“A priest working in a remote parish in the 
outback gets his yearly visit from his Bishop. 
The Bishop asks him, "How are you managing 
with the isolation and the loneliness?" 
The priest responds, "If it wasn't for my Rosary 
and my whiskey, I couldn't make it. Would you 
like a shot of whiskey?" 
The Bishop nods his head and says "yes". 
The priest yells out, "Hey Rosary, please bring 
us two shots of whiskey."   
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GOD OPEN TO NEW WAYS

For the people of Israel, Isaiah’s words about 
all nations coming to worship in Jerusalem 
would have been a source of great disquiet, 
consternation, and surprise. Surely, they were 
the chosen people and as such stood apart 
from the nations that surrounded them. It 
is perhaps difficult for us to imagine their 
horror at the idea that Gentiles would have 
the effrontery to worship in the Lord’s own 
temple in Jerusalem. Isaiah goes further and 
points out that all this will happen with God’s 
blessing.

Paul speaks at a time when Gentiles had come 
to accept Jesus, but many Jews had not. His 
problem was to work out how this possibly 
fits into the tapestry of God’s saving plan. 
He came to see that by means of Israel’s non-
acceptance, a way was opened for the Gentiles. 
This would serve as a prompt for other Jews 
to accept Jesus and so pave the way for the 
general resurrection of the dead.

The Canaanite woman shouting out to Jesus 
clearly unhinged the disciples. In the first 
place, they were in Gentile territory, in the 
second place she was advertising to all and 
sundry that Jesus and his companions were 
Jewish, in the third place Jesus seemed to be 
turning a deaf ear to the woman’s request. 
Ultimately both the disciples, and Matthew’s 
readers must come to terms with the fact that 
faith, and God’s response to it, recognises no 
boundaries. The loving mother’s persistence 
and faith will have its just reward.

FIRST READING	 Isa 56:1, 6-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act 

with integrity, for soon my salvation will come 

and my integrity be manifest.

  Foreigners who have attached themselves to 

the Lord to serve him and to love his name and 

be his servants – all who observe the sabbath, 

not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – 

these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will 

make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their 

holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted 

on my altar, for my house will be called a house 

of prayer for all the peoples.

	■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 66:2-3, 5-6, 8. R. v. 8

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

1.  O God, be gracious and bless us / and let 

your face shed its light upon us. / So will your 

ways be known upon earth / and all nations 

learn your saving help.  R.

2.  Let the nations be glad and exult / for you 

rule the world with justice. / With fairness you 

rule the peoples, / you guide the nations on 

earth.  R.

3.  Let the peoples praise you, O God; / let all 

the peoples praise you. / May God still give us 

his blessing / till the ends of the earth revere 

him.  R.

SECOND READING	 Rom 11:13-15, 29-32

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans

The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent 

to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud 

of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make 

my own people envious of you, and in this way 

save some of them. Since their rejection meant 

the reconciliation of the world, do you know 

what their admission will mean? Nothing less 

than a resurrection from the dead! God never 

takes back his gifts or revokes his choice.

  Just as you changed from being disobedient 

to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their 

disobedience, so those who are disobedient 

now – and only because of the mercy shown to 

you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has 

imprisoned all men in their own disobedience 

only to show mercy to all mankind.

	■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Jesus preached the 

Good News of the kingdom / and healed 

all who were sick. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 15:21-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
Woman, you have great faith.

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region 

of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite 

woman from that district and started shouting, 

‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter 

is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her 

not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded 

with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said 

‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in 

reply. ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up 

and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said 

‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the 

children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ 

She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs 

can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s 

table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you 

have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And 

from that moment her daughter was well again.

	■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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