OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

SUNDAY - September 10th 2023
23" Sunday in Ordinary Time

RECENT DEATHS: Kaye Turner and Owen Rose
Valda Murphy (Angela Gerrard’s Mother)

ANNIVERSARIES: James Hewitt, Des Mullane,
Nell Collins, Jim Doyle, Pat Davies, Jean McManus,
Belinda Horsley, Marie Huska (Franc), Frances Elliott

PRAY FOR THE SICK:

Pat Byrne, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,

Bernie Duffy, Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Tony Collins,
Graeme Trethowan, Eileen McManus, Frank Meehan,
Wilma Tiley

and all those in need of prayer.

ROSTER:

Introduction & Reading

Today: John Jess

Sept 17th. Bernadette Franc

Prayers of the Faithful

Today: Bernadette Franc

Sept 17th: Angela Gerrard

Assembly Leaders

Sept 17th: Angela Gerrard & Sue Mahony
Special Minister

Sept 17th: Gail Hall

Music

Sue Mahony

Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers

Sept 10th: Bernadette Franc & Therese Jess
Sept 17th & 24th: Chandler Family
Church Grounds:

Sept 10th: Bill Franc & John Jess.

Sept 17th & 24th: Chandler Family
Newsletter:

September Angela Gerrard 0439 565 468

MASS TIMES
Sept 17th: LLA 10.00am

ROSTER:
New rosters are available at the back of the church.

PILGRIMAGE:

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP

The pilgrimage will begin in East Melbourne on
October 17 and conclude at Mary MacKillop Place in
North Sydney on October 28. Along the way pilgrims
will visit historic sites and towns including Portland,
Penola, Robe and the Mary MacKillop Chapel in North
Sydney. Register at https://www.marymackillop-
place.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pil-
grimage/

Safeguarding Sunday — Today

The Catholic Church in Australia marks

Safeguarding Sunday (formerly Child Protection Sunday)
at the conclusion of National Child Protection Week.
Safeguarding Sunday seeks to acknowledge the
immense damage caused by the sexual abuse of
children and adults at risk, including by priests,
religious and lay people within Catholic contexts. It
makes a commitment to practices and protocols that
create and maintain safe environments for all people.
It invites people to pray for those harmed by abuse
directly and indirectly. The following resources are
available from the diocesan website
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-sun-
day-september-10-2023/

2023 Season of Creation Prayer

Creator of All,

From your communion of love life sprung forth like a
mighty river and the whole cosmos came into being.
On this Earth of overflowing love, the Word was made
flesh and went forth with the life-giving waters
proclaiming peace and justice for all creation.

You called human beings to till and keep your garden.
You placed us into right relationship with each creature,
but we failed to listen to the cries of the Earth and the
cries of the most vulnerable.

We broke with the flowing communion of love and
sinned against you by not safeguarding the conditions
for life. We lament the loss of our fellow species and
their habitats, we grieve the loss of human cultures,
along with the lives and livelihoods that have been
displaced or perished, and we ache at the sight of an
economy of death, war and violence that we have
inflicted on ourselves and on the Earth.

Open our ears to your creative, reconciling and
sustaining Word that calls to us through the book of
Scripture and the book of creation.

Bless us once again with your life-giving waters so that
the Creator Spirit may let justice and peace flow in our
hearts and overflow into all creation.

Open our heatrts to receive the living waters of God’s
Justice and peace,

and to share it with our suffering brothers and sisters, all
creatures around us and all creation.

Bless us to walk together with all people of good will so
that the many streams of the living waters of God’s
justice and peace

may become a mighty river all over the Earth.

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good
news to all creation, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Cor 5:19

Alleluia, alleluia! / God was in Christ,
to reconcile the world to himself; / and
the Good News of reconciliation he has
entrusted to us. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Mt 18:15-20

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have

won that person back.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does
something wrong, go and have it out with him
alone, between your two selves. If he listens to
you, you have won back your brother. If he does
not listen, take one or two others along with
you: the evidence of two or three witnesses is
required to sustain any charge. But if he refuses
to listen to these, report it to the community;
and if he refuses to listen to the community,

treat him like a pagan or a tax collector.

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on
earth shall be considered bound in heaven;
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered
loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you
on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be
granted to you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three meet in my name, I shall be
there with them.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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CONCERN FOR OTHERS

From time to time, we hear family counsellors
speaking of the need for ‘tough love’, the sort
of love that expresses itself by dealing head-on
with the problems we are tempted to ignore.
Often, we would do anything to avoid the
risk of upsetting the other person. Of course,
we all know that the problems are there but
how do you go about confronting them in a
constructive way? The readings for today give

us some useful and powerful orientations.

As the people of Israel set up sentries to warn
of the impending invasion by the Babylonians,
Ezekiel was reminded of his own moral
obligations as a sentry. His role was to speak
the hard words of warning that would cause
his contemporaries to rethink their values and

get their inner house in order.

Matthew’s own community had a process
for naming issues and correcting them
that respects both the individual and the
community. If there is a problem in the
community, its resolution needs to start on an
individual level. Later, if it is necessary, the

problem can be dealt with at the group level.

Paul highlights the obligation we have to each
other in mutual love. Whether we warn each
other as Ezekiel was called to do or correct
someone, as was necessary in Matthew’s
community, it must come from our concern
and love for the person. As he knows all too
well it is only love that will not cause our

brother or sister harm.

Christopher Monaghan CP

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

Ezek 33:7-9

If you have not warned the wicked man, then I will

hold you responsible for his death.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as
follows, ‘Son of man, I have appointed you as
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a
word from my mouth, warn them in my name.
If T say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you
are to die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked man to renounce his ways, then he shall
die for his sin, but I will hold you responsible
for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked
man to renounce his ways and repent, and he
does not repent, then he shall die for his sin,
but you yourself will have saved your life.’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R. O that today you would listen to his

Ps 94:1-2, 6-9. R. v. 8

voice!
Harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; / hail
the rock who saves us. / Let us come before
him, giving thanks, / with songs let us hail the
Lord. R.

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; / let us
kneel before the God who made us / for he is
our God and we / the people who belong to his
pasture, / the flock that is led by his hand. R.

3. O that today you would listen to his

voice! / ‘Harden not your hearts as at
Meribah, / as on that day at Massah in the
desert / when your fathers put me to the test; /
when they tried me, though they saw my
work.” R.

THE SAVING WORD

10 SeErTEMBER 2023

W

SECOND READING Rom 13:8-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Love is the fulfilment of the Law.

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of
mutual love. If you love your fellow men you
have carried out your obligations. All the
commandments: You shall not commit adultery,
you shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall
not covet, and so on, are summed up in this
single command: You must love your neighbour
as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot
hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer
to every one of the commandments.

The word of the Lord.
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