
St. Aloysius Redan &  
 St. James’ Sebastopol 
 4th  Sunday of Lent Year A 
Sunday 22nd  March 2020 

 
 Parish Priest:  Fr. Kevin Maloney 
 Presbytery:  508 Leith Street Redan 
 Ph:  5331 4981 
 Assistant Priest: Fr. Eladio Lizada OSJ 

Next Week’s Readings:   Ezekiel 37:12-14, Romans 8:8-11, John 11:1-45 

 

 

St. James’ Parish Phone Number - 53361353 - If not connected, please contact Redan Parish on 0455 212 123. 
 

PUBLIC LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
St Aloysius Church will be open for individual private prayer on Tues, Wed & Thur between 9am - 3pm 
St James’ Church will be open for individual private prayer on Tuesday, Thursday & Friday between 9am - 3pm 
St Patrick's  Cathedral will continue to stay open for individual private prayer  
 

Prayer and Scripture Resources 
You can also access various websites to access prayer and Scripture resources and to view the celebration of Mass. Choose from 
the list below. 

■ Daily Mass on Demand -- CathNews YouTube Channel 
■ Daily Mass -- Archdiocese of Melbourne  
■ Live webcast of Sunday Mass -- St Stephen's Cathedral, Brisbane 
■ Readings of the day -- Universalis.Com 
■ Sign up to receive daily Gospel reflections -- Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn 
■ Pray.Com.Au -- Madonna Magazine/Australian Jesuits 
■ https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass  

Please refer to Parish website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/ for any updates 
 

Recent Deaths: Ray McCluskey 
 

Anniversaries:  Vincent DiCesare, Max McGarry, Kathleen Mathews, Josephine Mizzi, Kevin Orchard, Anne 
Ryan,Doreen Torpy, Iola Tuddenham, John Watts,  
 

Please remember in your prayers:  Margaret Cooper, Fr. Dennis Dennehy, Winifredo Ferrer,  
Lucas Mactingrao, Leonie Street, Sr. Patricia Vagg 
 

Baptism Parent/Information Sessions -These sessions are offered to parents wishing to have their children 

under 7 years of age Baptised.  Meetings are held in the Mary Glowrey room in the  St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

precinct, 3 Lyons street Sth, Ballarat at either 10.00am or 7.00pm. The next meetings will be held on 

Thursday 2nd April.  

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. 

 

 

Parish Coordinators & Safeguarding Officers: 

Redan - Bernadette Lynch 

Ph:  0455 212 123 

Email:  redan@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Office hours:  Tues, Wed & Thurs 9am – 3pm 

Sebastopol - Pauline O’Brien 

Ph:  5336 1353 

Email:  sebastopol@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

Office hours:  Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am – 3pm 

The parishes acknowledge that the Aboriginal people of Australia are our first nation peoples and the 

traditional owners and custodians of this land. 

http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://universalis.com/mass.htm
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/living-word/
https://www.pray.com.au/
http://ac.wordonfire.org/lt.php?s=92a756158798cec7f94f4ff46f5827d9&i=4590A9010A7A1297884
http://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/


Gospel Reflection   by Veronica Lawson rsm 

Last week, we journeyed with the woman of Samaria from bewilderment to deep 

insight into Jesus’ identity and mission and to a strong personal faith commitment. 

This week, we are invited on a faith journey with a man born blind and with the 

varying groups of participants in the drama. All have the opportunity of coming to 

faith.. Ironically, the blind come to see, both physically and spiritually, while those 

who are gifted with physical sight remain in spiritual darkness.  

In healing the man born blind, Jesus performs the sixth of eight powerful actions or 

“signs” in John’s gospel that reveal God’s power at work in Jesus and in the lives of 

those who seek life. The “signs” invite the reader/hearer/viewer to accept Jesus and 

his revelation of God and God’s purposes.  

Time features significantly in the story. Jesus heals the blind beggar on the Sabbath. 

The Jerusalem authorities have already raised objections about Jesus’ Sabbath 

healing activity (John 5). Once again they object that he is failing to observe the 

Sabbath. They label him a sinner. Ironically, in the final authoritative analysis, it is 

they who “remain in their sins”.  

This story reminds us of the need to check our assumptions and, if necessary, to 

revise our thinking and action. It also reminds us to accept the fact that we can be 

wrong about things we have always believed. It invites us to be open to seeing 

differently or from a new perspective. Jesus’ disciples, the parents of the man born 

blind, his neighbours, the religious authorities all operate out of unchecked 

assumptions. They mostly come to the wrong conclusions. Only those willing to admit 

that they have it wrong have any chance of coming to faith. In the present political 

climate in my country, admitting that one “got it wrong” seems to be anathema. And 

yet, from a gospel perspective, it is a sign of real strength.  

In the common estimation, the man was blind, so he or his parents must have sinned. 

Not so, according to Jesus. From the perspective of the authorities, Jesus heals on 

the Sabbath and is therefore a sinner. Not so, from Jesus’ point of view. The man was 

born blind and so needs others to speak for him. Not so, say his parents, he can speak 

for himself. He does speak for himself and quite eloquently, to the chagrin of the 

religious authorities. He presents them with the truth about Jesus but they refuse to 

accept the word of an outcast. Their reaction is violent: they drive him out. But Jesus 

goes in search of him and leads him to yet deeper levels of faith and understanding. 

You may like to read the story once more and put yourself in the place of the different 

characters. There is a little bit of each character in every one of us.  


