
 
On March 15 this year, the Catholic Education Office Ballarat launched the Sustainability Framework – Stewards of Creation: A change of heart.  The framework is aimed at 
assisting schools and the Education Office to focus on educating students and staff in environmental sustainability. 
 
Much of the thinking surrounding this framework was informed by Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si’: on care for our common home” (2015) and various education for 
sustainability documents from both government and Catholic Education sources.  
 
One of the major reasons for developing the framework is to link the work schools currently implement as part of the Victorian Curriculum with the Diocese’s Religious 
Education Curriculum Awakenings and the Catholic belief that we are indeed responsible for caring for the earth.  
 
There are three focus areas –  

Respect for Earth 
Respect for People 
Respectful Distribution  

 
The endeavour has been made to link actions for each of our Aspects for School Improvement to these focus areas.   The foci and actions are elaborated upon in the 
framework document. 
 
The working party and others, will now take on the task of looking at curriculum and other resources to see where schools can be further assisted in developing and 
implementing the framework: Stewards of Creation: A change of heart. 
 

Dr Susan Crowe 
Education Officer: Sustainability, Liturgy and Special Projects 

 
See Poster below: 

STEWARDS OF CREATION: 
A CHANGE OF HEART 



 
As co-creators with God, 

we will promote and demonstrate 

respect for Earth, respect for people 

and respect for distribution 

Stewards of Creation: 

A change of heart  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Education Vision 

As partners in Catholic education and open to God’s presence, we 
pursue fullness of life for all. 

 

 

Mission 
We journey towards this vision through: 

 proclaiming and witnessing to the good news of Jesus Christ 

 ensuring quality learning that promotes excellence and fosters 
the authentic human development of all 

 living justly in the world, in relationship with each other and in 
harmony with God’s creation 

 exploring, deepening and expressing our Catholic identity in 
diverse ways 

 enabling each one of us to reflect more fully the image of God 

 

Education for Environmental Sustainability: 

 

 Education for Environmental Sustainability meets the needs of the 

present “without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs.”1    

The principles of sustainability are embedded within our Catholic 

Tradition. “Care for creation is not a new component of our Catholic 

identity. It is as old as Genesis, and is woven into the very fabric of 

Catholic mission.”2 This is achieved in collaboration and dialogue 

with all of humanity.  

The dominion over creation given to humanity (Gen: 1-28”) is one of 

stewardship, caring for and handing on in partnership with God.3  

 

1. Brundlant, WCED,(1987), p.82 
2. Catholic Health Association 

3. Awakenings (2005). p. 98 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Good education plants seeds when we are young, 

and these continue to bear fruit throughout life. 
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Focus Areas: 
 

Respect for Earth
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Respectful Distribution 
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 Resources: 
 
Laudato Si’: On care for our 
common home 

Awakenings Core Document 
 
 

Kinship with the Earth 
 
 

On Holy Ground: An 
ecological vision for Catholic 
Education in New South 
Wales

Education for Sustainability 
in the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne

Jesus and the Natural World: 
Exploring a Christian 
Approach to Ecology 

Sustainability Curriculum 
Framework: a guide for 
curriculum development and 
policy makers

Living Sustainability: the 
Australian Government’s 
national action plan for 
education for sustainability
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