
 
During Refugee Week 2017 the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) conducted two 
‘Right Track’ workshops in our region.  Hall’s Gap and Warrnambool were fortunate to 
receive this valuable training. The Warrnambool workshop was held in the Gathering 
Space of St Joseph’s Church Warrnambool and attended by over forty individuals.  
 
Warrnambool Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) hosted the event, which was also 
supported by the Warrnambool branch of Amnesty International and South West 
Victorian Love Makes A Way. The workshop was open to anyone who wished to attend. 
 
Warrnambool RAR formed in 2013 and currently has a membership of around 160.  Providing holidays for people 
seeking asylum under the ‘Home Among the Gumtrees’ model has proved a powerful experience for all those involved, 
but all acknowledge that conversations on this issue can be difficult.  
 
How do we talk about personal convictions and beliefs, whilst acknowledging the good values and worth of people 
who do not agree? Our nation’s response to people coming to us seeking asylum has caused division within our 
communities and across the nation over recent years. It is not always possible to reach agreement, but respectful 
conversation is essential to healthy debate and the only way change will ever be a possibility. 
 
The ‘Right Track Workshop’ is designed to give participants the skills to confidently engage family, friends and other 
community members in conversation regarding the plight of people seeking asylum.  

 
The workshop is based on research commissioned by the ASRC, which showed conclusively 
that Australians overwhelmingly value such things as fairness, family and freedom. When 
we highlight the effect of unfair processes, indefinite detention and temporary protection 
on individuals seeking asylum, we allow others the opportunity to realize that there is a 
conflict with our values. Our better instincts tell us what is morally right.  
 
We have a Government that is choosing policies that are opposed to what is morally right. 
One conversation at a time we will look for fair and humane alternatives.  

 
Katherine Stewart 

Parishioner, St Joseph’s Warrnambool 
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Photos taken at the ASRC workshops 
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